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(ould be preached in bit Name 
among all Nations. 


Hen man came out of his I 
Creators hands, he was | 
FEES happy, and ſo long as 2 
I he ept the: ſtate of his Nature he I 
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continued ſuch'; for he enjoy2d not 
his Makers favour , he walked jo» 


with God, had a friendly Con- 
verſe with him ; and as he con- 
tinually made a thankful acknow- 
ledement of his dependance upon 
his Goodneſs, and perform'd due 
Obedience to his Will , ſo he was 
always under the care of his Prq- 
vidence, and the Inflffences of his 
Grace, which was fo great a fe- 
lieity , that his condition might 
well be fi gnified by the name "@ 
the place in which he dwelt, 7he 
Paradiſe of Eden , i. e. The Garden 
of Delight. 

Bur ſee the frailty of created: 
Beings when they are 2 little tru- 
fted with themſelves. Man ſoon: 
fell from his happineſs, He was 
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concerning Repentance. 
2d | not, content with his Makers al- 
ed [lowance ; he would provide bet- 
n- {ter for hinaſfalf ſome other way, 
n- | But ſo diſregarding -his Creators 
w. | Laws, he threw himſelf our of the 
on] Divine favour , and-with himſelf, 
vel] his Poſterity, treading 1n the ſame 
ag ſteps of Diſobedience, though 
o- | they knew:how dear it: coſt their 
\is | Forefather, -by the -miſerable In- 
& | heritance which he-left:them : The 
he | unhappineſs.of the Eſtate ſo be- 
of | queathed-being ſo heavy,that men 
72 | when they confidered it, would 
n | rather never have been born, than 
thrown under the weight of it : 
24.4 The merciful Son of God, with 
1- | an unſpeakable compaſſion, inter- 
nf poſed himſelf between them and 
4 the dreaded Ruin, and-interceded 
. A 4 for 


for their pardon, - The eternal 
Father was highly pleaſcd with his 
Mediation 5 and as for!his _ 
he did not lock the door of Hopef| 
againſt the firft Runagate, ſo noi 

ther did he afterward ſhut up: his 
diſobedient Children in the irre- 
_ coverable miſery of their Sin. For 
though they have caſt them 
ſelves out 'of the Mercies of 
the ancient Covenant, | by: break. 
ing the: Gonditions of it, yet the. 
Son of God was pleaſed to be the 
Angel of a new Covenant, and | 
brought it from Heaven, and :ſenc 
his Celeſtial Meflengers ar © his 
Birth co proclaim the Good-will 
which was contained in it , and 
ſeal'd it with his Blood, which 
When he was going to dis; he. 
k = 1 'faid 
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oi "a : And havidg ay 
thar Promiſe: full of unſpeakable 


kindneſs, when he: was raiſed 


from the dead, | he commanded 
his Servants, whom he had made 
intimate with che deſign” of his 
Mercy ; that they: ſhould'pu bliſch 
it to all:the World, and wn his 
Name preach Repentance, | and 
upon that promiſe forgiveneſs: of 
fin, and declare that God would 
now accept 'of ' Return to: Dy: 
ty inſtead of Obedience which 
had never fail'd ;- | and that” all 
ſuch of ſinful Mankind as would 
run away from their diſohedicnt- 
Party, acknowledge their Fault, 


lament . their Rebellion, © throw 


down their Arms , yield ro'Mer- | 
FR | CY2 


A Diſcourſe © 


cy., and return to their Allepi- 
ance , ſhould come to be as they 
were at firft by Gods allowance , 
be put into the way of Happineſs 
again z For by the.forgiveneſs of 
their fins God reſtores them. to 
his Favour z; a Grace denied to 
a higher ſort of Creatures than 
we are, Angels, when by fin they 
flung themſclves out of Hea- 
Ven, 

| I have defigned this Diſcourſe 
to treat of the way which God 
hath been pleaſed to accept , and 
our Saviour to declare, for our 
eſcaping the miſery of fin, which 
is Repentance. + And of this I 
ſhall ſpeak as I find it deſcribed 
in the New Teſtament, where 
two words are chiefly uſed to ex- 
prels 


concerning-Repent ance. 
preſs the nature of it, Mz@your, 
F and Ms@ueada. 


ES. 4; Change of mind as to what 
þ -__ 8-par. 

2. Better care for the future. 

| 

| And theſe I ſhall explain as 
Holy Writ and the praQtiſe of 
Gods Churchdo dire&. 


1, A change of mind as to 
what 1s paſt ; So Zertull. In Gre- 
co ſono Penitentie nomen ab anim! 
| demutatione compoſitum eſt ; which 
' | te aid reſpetting the word we@- 
yore, He which repents muſt begin 
with a ſevere condemnation of. his 
former courſe : So [dor. Peluſiota, 
I. 4. c.60, Meyicy Ponder as TO 
| planets xgGlvu(;c Ts dage- 
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Na lth AN it lar 
two things. 


1. Humble Confeſſion of Sin. 
rneſt Prayer for Pardon, 


. Humble confeſhion © 


b- which! 1s both required 1 in many 
'Y places 'o of Scripture , and ap- 
'Y pears to have been t 
2  Penitents, He which we an | 
bt: aketh finds mercy--- If we con- 


'our fins be 4s faithful--- # is 
' to be ſaid unto God 1 have firi- 


Jon who will nor confels his 
As, Confeflion belongs- to 


Re. 


'He can never hope for 


.. T1, We muſt make our Con» 

[110NS , having in--our” ſouls A 

44] ſorrow for having offended 

, A great diſpleaſure againſt .. 
dif 


fin., he wrote a ſharp Le 
r to them, and the confiderati.- 
n of that, and what they had 
one, Wrought in them. the be- 


inning of Repentance, 6 godly 3.5'* 
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PO or ſorrow _ eo. 
God, which he dothrequire, and | | 
will accept if it be ſincere , -ac- 
cording to the nature of the fin 
commirted, It is fir thar he who | * 
hath finned ſhould be 'grieved , 
when he confiders- what he hath | * 
done , and fay as he did , Eheu? | 
quam epo totus diſpliceo mibi ! Pe- 
nitentia denotat panam animi de re 
| Gi geſta ſibi diſplicentis. St, 
"4 2. Peters Penitents were ſaid to be 

|  pricked in their Hearts ; and the 
{ þ Scripture calls true Repentatice 4 
! © | £77 broken beart , a contrite ſpirit. And * 
| true Penicents uſually expreſſed 

their ſorrow in tears, with which 
15 E | 7 is « David is faid to water bis Couch---« 
1; Wi _ and Sr, Peter, upon confideration 
of 'his' grand fin is faid co have 

| gone 
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& fo has: Tt Meh, He which 
| truly conſiders what it is to have 
finned , would if he could, waſh 
ho | away the ſtain with tears of blood. 


d, | When the weight of the fins of 0. 


ch | thers began to fit cloſe and heavy 
upon our Saviours ſhoulders, it 
put him into ſuch an Agony, that 
it made clammy drops of thick 
ſweat, like viſcous blood, trickle 
from his Body to the ground. 
Therefore Penitents of old, to 
expreſs their due grief , uſed to 
gird themſelves, with Sackcloth, 
and fit in Aſhes : For anciently 
in great mournings It. was the cu- 


ver their heads with Aſhes, and 
lit in the Duſt, As we ſeeinthe 
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{tom ro put on Sackcloth, to co- 


Story. 
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4 Demiſe - > = | 
Story. of the King of Match in Ft 
chat great afflition of ſoul which: Wc 
ſurpriſed him upon Fonas's denim Þ 
ciation of wrath againſt him and F: 
his people ; and” in the cafe of ſi 
Thamar , in the aſtoniſhing grief | 
which ſeized her upon the” loſs of | 
her. Honour : So Job when he Jl 
humbled himſelf: for ſpeaking too | 
boldly of the: myſtery of Gods 
Providence, is faid to have re- | 
pented in Sackgloth and &fhes. To 
this alſo they joyned Faſting, ac- JA! 
knowledging that by reaſon of | 
theic fins they were not worthy ro 
cat, and:ſo not to live ; and when 
they did ſo, were faid to offift | 
their fouls : For true Penitents 
have, . as'the Apoſtle obſerved in } 
the a Indignation againſt 

their 


concerning Repentence. 


cir fins;and Revenge upon them- 
elves for committing them. To 
| rs alſo in their Penance they 
Jadded Expiatory Offerings, confeſ- 
' Fing when chey kill'd the Sacrifice, 
hey themſelves deſerved ro die 
more than the Lamb or Goat 
fdid ; Que me non dignior boflia vis 
4 eſt? There is nothing fo bad 
Jbut it deſerves to live rather than 
the finner who offer it. They 
flaw the vileneſs and danger of fin, 
Jand therefore cried .out, Men and 
* $Þretbren, what ſhall we do to be ſa- 
wed? Or as they in Micah, 0 
$:ebat 1 had any ev@Maypug, any 
{bing to give in exchange for my ſoul 
to my offended God, Nuſa of 
irs Rams, or ten thouſand Rivers of 
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By theſe Expreflions:we may 
perceive what.a deep ſenſe they 
had of the baſeneſs of fin , anc 
how truly they were / grieved that 
by it they had offended! Gads T« 
this I need add no more-but the 
prattiſe of'the Primitive: Church 
to ſhow what. a mighty\ ſorrow 
the. -Penitents of © thoſe : days 
thought neceffary 'to their Repen. 
tance, It is enough to: amaze 
careleſs Souls to read itas it is des 
hor * fcribed by Zartullian G: -and | St; 
mT © Gregory Nazianzen, Penitents lay 
G:,, Proftrate at the! Chureh'4bors. in 
wazc Sackcloth, and. Aſhes, \and \Hor: 


Pornuen 

"9 Four; intreating the «whole Fra- 
ternity , begging the «prayers © 
Presbyters and Widows, taking 
hold of the Garments and Knees 

| of 
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of ſuch as entred into the Church, 
kifling their footſteps, as well as 
che Chains of Martyrs in Priſons, 
with bare knees and wet eyes, be- 
ſeeching their Prayers for their 
pardon. 

And though the bad finners of 
our times poſhbly think them 


ay fooliſh in fo great expreſſions of 
en ſorrow, yet I doubt, when things 


1zel come to be determined before the >] 
des Great Tribunal of Chriſt,that they 
Sr, will be judged forriſh for their” 
lay vain Genſure , and chat want of 
inf great grief for their fins will not 
rfl then be eſteemed courage, but 
2 fcaredneſs of Conſcience. He is 
molt miſerable who fins and re- 
pencs not ; and his forrow will do 
him liccle good , which doth not 
B 2 wound 


wound fin to the heart, which 


doth not ſmite through, and cut 


in pieces the roots of Diſobedi- 


ence, Which are deep planted in 
a hard heart. 

2, We are alſo to joyn haans 
with our ſorrow ; Shame is the 
proper attendant of fin , as we 
may ſee in our firſt Parents , who 
were ſo aſhamed of themſelves af- 
ter they had finned , that they 
ſought, as well as they could, to 
' hide themſelves from the Face of 
God ; not only for fear of being 
puniſhed by him , but being a- 


| ſhamed of themſelves, that for do. 


ing unworthily they had deſerved 
it, There 1s great reafon we ſhonld 
entertain this paſſion of ſoul, The 
penitent ſinner will fina things e- 
nough 


AC 
CC 


concerning Repentance. 17 


rough to be aſhamed of , if he 
confider, What are they.? Five; 
1, His Impudence , that he 
durſt fin againſt God ; therefore 
Ezra in his penitent Confeflion of 
the great ſins which he then lamen- 
© | ted, ſays, Omy God, Iam aſhamed =x'-5-5. 
Of to lookup, and bluſh to hft up my 
=. | face to thee ; for our iniquities are in- 
| creaſed, and our ſins are grown up to 
| Heaven, We are in our treſpaſſes, »5- 
| and cannat and before thee, becauſe 
; | of them He was ſo aſhamed,that 
he ſays, And now, 0 our God, what +10: 
foall we ſay, for we have forſaken thy 
Commandments 2 So the Penitent in 
Feremiah,, When 1 repented I was ,,.. 
aſhamed--- And che Converts whom ** 
St. Paul mentions, were aſhamed 
to think of their former praiſe ; 
B 3 What 


Rom,s6. 


13 
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A Diſcourſe 
What fruit had you in thoſe things 


whereof you are now aſhamed? There 


is great Reafon for this. For men 
are aſhamed when they do any 
thing thar 1s unbecoming them. 
It 1s a baſe thing for a man to do 
that which is unworthy of what he 
is, or profeſſeth himſelf ro be. Sin 
is the moſt unbecoming thing 


in the World , contrary to our 


Nature, unworthy of a reaſonable 


Creature, abſurd in regard of our 
ſtate in Being ; doth debaſe and 


degrade the perſon that commits | 


ir. Therefore when Aaron had 
conſented to Idolatry with the peo- 
ple, it is ſaid, They made him na= 
hed to his ſhame. What a High 
Prieſt and worſhip a Calf? A 
Creature and difobedient to him 

SO that 


concerning Repentance. 
that made it! It is ſaid of the. 
Jews, when converted, that they 


ſhould loath themſelves for all their 


abominations. Nothing can make 


us fo vile as finning againft God. 


He which conſents to fin, diſrobes 


himſelf of the digniry of his Na- 


ture, Innocence, And when men 


come to that impudence , that they 
are not aſhamed of [init 1s noted 
1n Scripture as the height of all 


Villany, and is a ſtate near to ut- 


ter Ruin. - Men may grow ſo baſe 


as to glory in their ſhame; i. e, in 
ſuch things of which they ought to 
be aſhamed , as the Apoltle tells 
us , and make no matter of 1t. 50 
the Prophet Feremah of thoſe in 


his time , Were they aſhamed when 7*-515: 


thA had committed abomination ; no, 
BD 4 they 


EO 26 A Diſcourſe 
| 9*:5-3« they were not aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh. No ; but as in another 
place, they had a Whores forehead, 
made their faces harder than a Rock... 
But their ruin followed ar their 
heels, and overtqok them all, ex- | wl 
cept ſome few, who repenting, || H 
ſhar'd another temper, and ſaid, I} fic 
—325. We lie down in ſhame, and our con- || di 
fuſion covereth us ; for we have fin. || th 
ned apainſt the Lad an God, and | ir 
have diſobeyed his waice, So the || F 
repenting. Prodigal, O Father, ] || n 
| bave finned againſi Heguen and a- || 9 
L 


gainft Thee, and am no more worthy 

to be called thy Son. He had done 
things unworthy of a Son,and be- 

ing aſhamed of himſelf, would be | 
glad to creep out of that baſe ſelf 

the Son, ſo he might be hecome a 


$00d 


concerning Repentance, 
good Servant, He was aſhamed to 
think he had been a Son , becauſe 
he had carried himſelf fo vilely 
in that ſtate. 

2. Shame is due to the folly 
which thoſe who fin are guilty of. 


He which fins reveals his folly ſuf- 


ficiently in chis, that either he un. 
derſtands not his Intereſt,or ſlights 
thoſe things which are of greateſt 
import to him ; and therefore 
Fool is the proper name of a fin- 
ner in Holy Language. For whac 


| good reaſon that Title 1s beſtowed 


upon him, you may ſce 1n theſe 
four varticulacy, 

1. He which fins thinks to be 
happy in a better way than that 
which God hath dire&ed him co, 
and 1s ſo filly as not to underſtand 
the 


A Djeuſe 
the meanneſs of theſe things for 


 whichhe forſakes his God, and the q 
fad Conſequences of his Diſobe- 3 
dience. Howgreatisthe diſpro- x, 
portion which is between the pure G 


joy which flows into the ſoul from 
the ſenſe of Gods favour, and the ,; 
muddy pleaſure which in any} g 
Channel whatſoever can be deriv'd 
from fin ? It is but lictle, and very ſ 
impure, mixed with dreadful Al-J 
lays. This 1s ſogreat a ſtupidity, Þ & 
that the Prophet brings in the Hea- Þ 7 
vens as wondring at it, Be a$ho. iſ . 
niſhed, 0 ye Heavens at this, andbef | 
Je borribly afraid, faith ihe Lord, for Þ |, 
my people have committed two evils ; | , 
they have forſaken me he Fountain of | | 

' 


Living Waters, and hewed them out | 
Ci3terns , broken Ciflerns , which can 
bold 


concerning Repentance, ys - 
hold no water, *Tistrue it was ap- 
plyed, principally to chetr forla- 
king the living God, to ſerve dead 
Idols ; Hath a Nation changed their +1. 
Gods, which yet are no Gods ? but 

my people have changed their glory for 
that which doth not profit. It was a 

7 | ſtrange Impudence in thoſe wick- 

ed Jews of whom this Propher 

Tf ſpeaks, who when they were in a 

1- | bad Condition, made ſuch by their 

7» | fins, would mend it by their fins. 


= | They were in captivity becauſe of 7.44. 
+ their wickedneſs, and in particular 
e 


for ldolatry, and were told ſo by 
T | thePropher;Sce what uſe they made 
2 of ic, We will burn Incenſe to the «15. 
of Queen of Heawen,and pour out drink- 
offerings to her, as did our Fathers , 
who were then well , and had plenty 


of 


| 
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. "6 things — Lyars! They: 
were now 1n Famine for that Diſ- ll gu 
obedience , and yer ſaid, we will | of 
do what hath come into our | 
minds ; when as all the Proſperi- vi 
ty which they enjoyed before, was IN 4 
from obſerving Gods Commands; I Ju 
and they bereay'd themſelves of ic I a" 
,, how by forſaking God, as the Pro- 

15 phet told them before, that they 
procured this to themſelves, in 
that they forſook the Lord their 
God : And that their own wicked» 
neſs ſhould corre& them ., and | 
make them know that it was an e- | ” 
vil thing and bitter that they had | ſ6 

W 
C 
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forſaken God, and that the fear of 
diſplealing him was not in them ; 
and thar it ſhould enter into their 
heart, 4, e, to gnaw Jt, when 
they 
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concerning Repentance. 25 © 
they. confidered what they had I 


y 8 done. What lefs folly are they 
Cl guilty'of , who forfake the peace 


11 of Conſcience and hope of Im- 
Ty mortality , and pleaſures of Di- 
vine Favour, for the embraces of 
3 | an Harlot, voluptuous Riots, un- 
3: © juſt Gain,or for all that Good chit 
ic © any, or all forts of fin can bring 
- | in exchange ? When they come to 
y themſelves , as it was faid of the 
n | Prodigal (for a finner is out of 
ir || his wits ) they ſay to themſelves 
as the Apoſtle did to the Romays , 
d | Phat profit have we of thoſe things 
. | which now only produce ſhame in our 
d ſouls? Or as that great Souldier 
of {| when he ſaw the folly of his baſe 
. | Condeſcenſion , in the ſad Conſe- 
ir | quences of ir,*Q Oz we opurets 
N 70Mvig 
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gal, I have left che bread, and all 
g001 entertainments of my Fa- 
thers houſe, to feed upon Husks 
with Swine, I have of a Free- 
man made my felt a flave to Cor- 
ruption, When David, not weigh- 
ing things in the Balance of the 
Sanctuary , 2. e, eſteeming them 
as God doth,according to the true 
worth, did undervalue the hap. 
pineſs of good men, becauſe they 
wanted that proſperity which. he 
ſaw ſome wicked: men enjoy; when 
he came to confider berter, hoy 
did he condemn the folly of his 

| former thoughts in theſe words, 
pſ13-22 $0 fooliſh was I and ignorant , | 
was az a Beaſl before thee, But 4 
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I have Fas voy but thee, fo 
in Earth there 33 nothing that I can 
defire in compariſon of thee, Thy fa- +. 63.2 
wour #4 better than life, or any thing 

init, This was the folly of the 

firſt finners, they would mend the 

eſtate God had put them in , by 
following their own counſels, and 
fo for the ſlight and ſhort pleaſure 
which they had in eating forbid- 

den fruit, loſt the joy of Divine 
Favour, and the peace of their 

own Conſciences, and Hung them- 

ſelves into ſhame and tear, 

Art not thou aſhamed whoever 
thouart which conſents to fin, to 
throw thy ſelf out of the joy of chy 
ſoul .a ſerene tranquillicy of mind, 
into melancholy and grief , when 
thou ſeeſt how by fin thou haſt de- 

baſed 


baſed thy ſelf , loſt ts honour ; { 
and deveſted thy ſelf of the Dig- 
nity and- Pleaſure of Vertue for 
ſome mean fatisfaFion of bodily 
Appetite, and indulging ſome vile W nc 
AﬀeCion ? di 

2, The folly of Sin appears I nc 
more; he which difobeys God Iſl dr 
will cranſgrefs his Laws, and go IſÞ ch 
beyond the bounds which God I Is 
hath ſer, though they lay no curb | M 
upon Appetite, nor ſtop the courſe I} 01 
of Afion be to preſerve us from £ R 
that miſchief, into which we ſhall JI te 
fall if we go farther than they per- || * 
mit. A madman will on, though 
you ſtop him only upon the top of | 
a Precipice, 1s not thepleaſure of 
fingle Life enough with Chaſtity 
and Divine Love? or if Nature || 0 
lee 


requires another Nare: are not: the 
modeſt | allowances 'of Marriage 
enough, without the unclean plea- 
ſures of forbidden Beds? ' Is 
not-the'ſatisfaQtion- of eating and 
drinking to a temperate chearful- 
neſs, much better than to be 
drown'd in exceſs of Wine, and 
choked with Gluttony and Surfets? 
Is-not-a competency of worldly 
Means ſutable to the neceſlities: of 
our Condition, and number of our 
Relatives thankfully enjoy'd, bet- 
l I cr than the tormenting content of 
- | a ravenous Temper, which makes 
\ | che-man' haunred with it, always 
f | to endeavour to add - Houſe to 
f | Houſe, Land to-Land, and ro en- 
7 | create his Heap with unjuſt AfQi- 
> | ons, as well as-greedy Defires ? 
* TW C When 


4 Diſouſe 
When the Fool, which TY 1 
mock of ſin, comes to himlelf,and 
is made to ſee what he hathdone, 
his countenance will fall, as it was 
ſaid of Cain, and he will be a- 
ſhamed to have parted with the 
ſprightly, ere& temper of his 
Soul, which with Innocence he 
had in the favour of God, 
when by fin he finds himfelf de- 
prefled, grieved, undone. Samp- i 
fon broke the Law of his .God, 
which as a Nazarite he had upon 
him, and ſuffered a Harlot to cut 
off his Hair , but when he: went 
out to ſhake himſelf, as he aid; 
and found the Spirit of God de- 
parted from him , what | horrour 
with ſhame, with deſpondence of 
Soul, {eiz'd upon him ? 


3. The 
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3. The fall of a finer ap-. 
pears alſo in'chis, that he is nor 
ſenſible of the great danger which 
his fin leads him into; no, though 
he hath been often told of ir. See 
this point of Folly in a few Parti- 
culars, | 
1, He minds not that an aGl- 
on ence done cannot be recalled, 
and that therefore fin once com- 


-mitted cannot be undone, Non eft 


nunquam onnins feciſſe, ſacere ceſſaſſe, 
He which fins makes himſelf gujl- 
ty. [t; » 
' 8, He atts as ſuppofing chat 


he may be happy without the Di- 


vine Favour, or may diſobey and 
not loſe it; as if God could ſtand 
Neuter among men in the World, 
and did not impartially weigh the 

CY ati- 


A Diſcourſe ; = 
| ations of men, and were not of 
purer eyes than to bebold Iniquity. © 
But the Fool fins on,neither mind- 
ing the threatnings which are an- 
_nexed to the Laws which he breaks, 
nor conſidering that he who made 
thoſe threatnings is Almighty,and 
ſo can both put them in execution, 
and appoint ſuch puniſhments as 
we can neither imagine nor en- 
dure. | 
- 3. The ſottiſhneſs of the ſecy- | 
rity appears more plainly , be- | 
cauſe God hath declared that he IN 
- -49.15, hath appointed a day wherein be will 
3! judge the World in Righteouſneſs. Is | 

thy heart ſer to do evil, becauſe 
ſemence again} an evil work 1s not ; 
executed ſpeedily ? Shall a Malefator }| = 

think himſelf well, becauſe he is 

not 


_ 


concerning Repentance. 


not. hanged as ſoon as condemned, 
when the Judge hath ſer a day for 
his Execution ? Alas ! what ſmall 
ſecurity is in that ſhort reſpite ? 
Doſt thou not know that the good- 
neſs of God leads thee to Repen- 
rance , and yet wilt fin, and ſo 
treaſure up wrath to thy ſelf , by 
hardneſs of heart, againſt the day 
of the Revelation of Gods juſt 
Judgment? The Fool puts the 
Evil day far from him, which how 
near it is, God only knows. 

4. This 1s alſo one addition to 
this folly, that he will fin when 
he hath been told not only that 
there is a fer Day of Judgment , 
and conſequently of Puniſhment , 
though delayed a while ; but alſo 
that a ſinner, by a courſe of 1m- 
| G3 PE- 


A Diſcourſe 
penitence , may be ſhut up in a. 
{rate inevitably obnoxious to the 
puniſhment of that Day, a long 
while before the perſon dies ; and 
ſo comes to his particular Judg- 
ment, One may ſo much grieve 
the Lord, as the Iſraelites did in 
the Wilderneſs , that he will ſwear 
they [hall never enter into his refl— 
They may fin ſo long that no place 
is left for Repentance, and ſono 
hope of Mercy. It is a dreadful 
curſe when God faith, Let them 
fall from one wickedneſs to another , 
that ſo often, and the fins fo great, 
that they never come into his Righte- 
oufne(s, Gray hairs are upon the 
fooliſh finner , and he perceives 
not that he grows old in fin and _ 
guilt, My Spirit ſhall not always 
ſtrive 
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firive with ten. Pharaoh having 


hardned his heart againſt ſeveral 
miraculous Declarations of Gods 
Power and Anger , was Irrecove- 
rably deftinated to Rutn , though 
God rold him that he preſerved £2. 


him a while to ſhow his power 


and anger upon him, before he 
utterly deſtroyed him, The fins 
of the Amorites were not at the full, 5:5. 
Who knows whether he hath filled 
up the. meaſure which God will 
ſtop at ? yet fond finners add to 
It datly. When our gracious Sa- 
viour perceived feruſalem to be in 
this cafe, he wept over it, and 
ſaid, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem , how 
oft would I have gathered thee  O 
that thou hadfl in this thy day ſeen 
the things which belong to thy peace , 
C 4 but 
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but now they are hid from. thine eyes; 
We know that men by. fin may. 
grow ſo ſtupid, as to their minds, 
that they will pray for life to that 

which 1s dead ; andas to their Af- 
feftions , they may be given up to. 
thoſe which are ſo vile,as that it is 

a ſhame to mention them ; and. 
grow ſo baſe that they will ſell 
Heaven, as Eſau did his Birth- 
right for a Meſs of Pottage. | 
have heard of a man, who haying 
been drunk overnight, and paſſed 
over a very narrow Bridge, which 
no ſober Horſman durſt attempt , 
being brought the next day to ſee 
what danger he went through, fell 
down in a ſwoon ypon the fight 
of it. But ſinners are fo beſot-_ 
red with the love of fin, that they 

| will 
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concerning Repentance. 


vill,on,; though they are ſhewed 
before that the Bridge they are 


going to is impaſſable, and that 
the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone 1s 
under it. 

This is enough to have ſhown 
the folly of fin, which whoſoever 
is guilty of, when he confiders it, 
will find reaſon enough to be a- 
ſhamed of himſelf. 

3. The third confideration in 
this matter is. that high Injuſtice 
of which he makes himſelf guil- 


ty that ſins, There is nothing in 


the world fo due to any perſon, as 
Obedience is to God. That which 
1s made by another, ought to re- 
ceive Law from him, There 1s 
nothing more abſurd in Nature , 


than for a Creature to be its own 


Lord, 


Pſe. 12.40 


Fames. 
Fo 


A 4 Die: tomſe 
This was the Rodt upon which-the 


mifery of Mankind grew at firſt , 
that they would be ſui jurz , cheir 


own Law-givers: and ſo it 1s. 


ſtill,he which ſins knows no Rules 
but his own Appetites , and this 


he declares in his Actions, And. 


fometimes it comes to that bold- 
neſs that he ſays ſo in words too,as 
thoſe Miſcreants, Our lips are out 
own ; whous Lord over us? Mon- 
ſtrous abſard ! It 1s not fo unjuſt 
or ſhameful for Lacqueys to ride 
on Horſeback, and Princes to at- 
rend them on foot , as for a Crea- 
ture to think to be at its own diſ- 


poſe, and to ſpeak and do-what it 
will, No, faid thoſepious fouls 


who underſtood their eſtate., thou 
bafl made us, and not we our ſelves. 


: 


And. 


{53 


concerhitng Repentance, 
And therefore , as the Apoſtle 
adds.) we ſhould fo ſpeak, and ſo 
do, as thoſe who ſhall be judged 
by the Crearofs Law, and give an 
accompt to him who will paſs a 
ſevete ſenrence upon the injuſtice 
of Diſobedience. 

| Men are mightily concerned 
for their own dues, and take it 111 
ifany deprive them of their Right, 


S Shall not the God of heaven and 


earch regard what is due to him by 
a Right which 18 tranſcendent to 


39 


all created propriety ? See what 


notice God takes of his wrongs , 
A'Son bonoureth bis Father , and a 
Servant his Maſter. If then I be 
a Father , where is mine Honour ? 
If I be a Maſter, where i» my feat * 
Art not thou aſhamed, who art by 
Tr nature 


Ma'. 1.0» 


40 A Diſcourſe 
nature but a Servant, to deny the - 
homage which is due to the Sove- | 
raign Lord of the World, and yet : 
art. very careful of thoſe petty 
Rights which are only due to thee 
by his appointment? Doſt thou 
think it a ſhame for Creatures to 
do unjuſtly to one another, and yet i 
dolt not bluſh co wrong thy God? Il 
This is ſo ſtrange a thing in Gods I 
accompt, thatas the Prophet Ma- | 

Mus, lachi tells us God wonders art it; 
*-Will a man rob God? It is moſt 
unlikely ; yet you have robbed me. 

God had beſtowed the Land of : 
Canaan upon them, but reſerved 

as Lord Proprietor , 
ſeveral Tithes and Offerings which _ 
he would have paid to him , as an 
Acknowledgment of himſelf, of. 
whom 


ro himſelf , 


Concer ning R epentance. 


whom they held what they enjoy- 
ed, They pay'd not theſe Dues, 
Bat God doth not care for it poſii- 
bly. Dothhe not ?Sce whatfol- 
lows; Te are curs d with a dreadful 
curſe , becauſe you have robbed me, 
even this whole Nation. 
He which truly repents , urns 
with ſhame for the wrong which 
_ he hath 'done to his God , and 
3 | bluſhes as a penicent Thief when 
- | he brings. back ſtollen goods. As ,,,.,.c 
; | a Thief 3s aſhamed when he is found , 
t Nl ſous the Houſe of Irael; And fo we 
. | read in the Confeflions of thoſe 
f | good men: which prayed co God 
d | for 'em,, when they made their 
» | Repentance publick, they were 
h } aſhamed and confounded when 
n | they conſidered the wrongs which 
they 


42 | | A Diſcourſe | Lk | 
=; they had done to God. 7o Hh ; 
"= 0 Lord, belongs Righteouſneſs , but 
* to us ſhame ond confuſion of face + 
co us, not only the men of Zudqb, 
and Inhabitants of Jeruſaſen , but 
to our Kings and Princes , becauſe 
we have ſinned againſi thee. 0 
Ezra and others. 
| 4. This ſhame 1s heightened 
by this, in that he which {ins a- 
gainſt God 1s guilty of moſt hai- | 
nous Ingratitude, He which fins 
offends his moſt. good God, abu- i 
ſech his bet Friend. Doſt:not fl © 
thou who fianeſt, (light him in | 
whom thou liveſt, moveſt, and | 
haſt thy being , dfron him + 
who hath fed-and clothed thee all | = 
thy days? This Ingratiude sfo fl | 
great an aggravation af the baſe. -” 
nels 
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give ear O Earth; 


on that faſhion ? Yes, 


neſs of fin , that the Prophet "2 


ſaiab aſtoniſhed ar it, cries.-out a. 


in Gods behalf, Hear 0. Heavens, 
why, whats the 
matter? I bane amouriſþedand brought 
up Children , and they have rebelled 
ogainſt me, Why, is that ſuch a 
matter:that God ſhould reſenc it 
For as it 
follows, it is a vileneſs ſo low that 
Beaſts are not ,capable of it ; 


The Os knows hjs awner , aud. the 


Aſs his Maſters. Crib : and as they 


come for meat to their Maſters, ſo - 


they ſerve in grateful return for 
what they receive. But Iſrael datb 
nt know, my people dath not conſider... 
They neitherhave a ſcnſe of me 
their Gag, nor of the Favours they 
have received from me, nor confi- 
der 


der the Obligation which is upon 
them to obey me , nor how -un- 
grateful they are in not obeying, 
nor the baſeneſs of cheir Ingrati- 
tude whilſt they diſobey. So Ze- | 
7-31 remiab , Have I been a wilderneſs to | 
 ffradl, ora landof darkneſs, tat NW 
they ſay we are Lords, we will come 
no more at thee ® | thought I had 
been to them that Fountain of | « 
goodneſs ar which they drank all | 
l 

7 


their days. IT thought that by 
the conſtant Irrigations of Mercy 
I had made their ſouls like a wa- ÞÞ c 
cered garden. Burt it was true of || t 
them which was ſaid of Hezekiah, | | V 


2 Chron. He returned not as he recerved , nei- | t 
32-25, ER AT A 
ther for his recovery from a dead- | 1 
ly Sickneſs, nor deliverance from || c 


the PRaR Army of the Afjrians, | «| 
Ther os | 
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' Therefore the Penitent hath good 
- reaſon co ſay, I am aſhamed, O 
Lord, 1 bluſh to think how many 
mercies I ſlight, how many obli- 
gations I crample upon, how baſe- 
ly unthankful 1 have been. Doth 
Zeſurun kick,and forget it was un- 
deſerved mercy which made him 
fat ? Becauſe thou art full doſt 
_ thou fin, and'not remember that 
thou rebelleſt againſt him who fed 
thee ? 0 fooliſh people and unwiſe , ,,.. 
do you thus requite the Lord? Or as © 
the Prophet , Doſt chou not know #25 
that 1 gave thee thy Corn and 
Wine, faith God, and that I mul- 
 tiplyed thy filver and thy gold ? 
I will return and take away my 
- corn, wine, and wooll , and make 


thee know with what ingratitude 
D thou 
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thou haſt "hin thy Benefattor L 
and chief Patron. 

The Penitent may do well to 
increaſe this ſhame in his ſoul, by. 
the conſideration of ſome of the 
chief mercies by which God hath 
laid Obligations of Obedience up- 
on him ; and that will make him 
ſay with Ezra—Havwe T ſinned, ba- 
ving received ſuch deliverance as 
thu? —IWas T delrvered to do abo- 
minations ? 0 my God,I am aſhamed 
zo look ap to Heaven—l1bluſh and bide 
my face. 

And to all conſiderations of 
Ingratitude add always this, never 
to be forgotten , the Love of thy 
Saviour in dying for thy fins, and 
then thou wilt ſay , Do I pleaſe 
my ſelf with committing fin,when I 
my 


concerning Repentance. 


my Saviour in pure love ſuffered 
ſo much pain with infinite amaze. 
ments upon the Croſs for it? Whar 
am [ fo baſe as to trample under 
my feet the Blood of the Son of 
Goa, and to ſcorn the prayers 
and tears of my Saviour Thoſe 
whom this confideration doth not 
make aſhamed now., will be con- 
founded with ic for ever hereafter, 
and beg Rocks to fall upon them, 
that they may not come into the 
preſence of that Friend whom they 
have fo vilely abuſed ; not only 
becauſe they ſee him now ſo great 
that he can take vengeance upon 
them, but becauſe they perceive 


_ themſelves ſo baſe by Ingratitude, 


that chey highly deſerve ir. 


D 2 5, Laſtly, 
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W | Diſcourſe ' 

6: Laſtly, The Penitent hath 
great reaſon to be aſhamed of fin, 
as for the aforementioned Confi- 
derations, ſo for this thar he hath 


made them out of meaſure finful 
by a horrid Perfidiouſneſs. He 


which fins at firſt breaks the oen@- 


iysouwolfe ©), the Oath which is 
interwoven with our being , of 
which the Philoſopher ſpoke; God 
making no Creature but of which 
he cakes an Oath,by the Law of its 
Nature, that it ſhall be obedient 
to him : Buthe 1s perfidious allo, 
becauſe he breaks thoſe voluntary 
Promiſes which the ſenſe of Obli- 
gations laid upon him , engaged 
him co make to God. Sure this 
will make the Penitent bluſh, when 
he finds reaſon to fay to his ſoul, 
& 
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O my ſoul ! Art not thou only fo 
vile as to conſent to fin againſt 
God, but alſo to do it when thou 
haſt vowed not to do ſo? and 
when thoſe Vows were made upon 
moſt ſerious deliberacion, and for 
thoſe Reaſons which thou doſt 
ſtill acknowledge to be moſt 
weighty * 

This is enough to have faid to 
ſhew , not only how neceſſary 
Confeſſion of fin 1s to Repentance, 
but alſo how fic it is that ſorrow 
and ſhame for fin committed 
ſhould be joyned to the Confeſſion 
of it, Yet this muſt not be un- 
derſtood ſo, as if they were only 
applicable to ſome penitential ſo- 
lemn ads of Confeflion ; for they 


 areto be continued through our 
D 3 whole 
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whole life : For a good man will 
always be ſorry, and ever a+ 


ſhamed that he had. once finned. 
Though Gad forgive, a true Pe- | 
nitent will hardly forgive himſelf. 1 


A Heathen could fay, That if we 
| believe there is a Providence , he 
which hath finned ſhall not be de- 
ſpiſed if he grow good ; Kav me- 
Actor puvigad lor (erxAlay cry mor 
@, yet he ſhall carry ſome marks 
of old diſpleaſure: For as ano- 
ther ſaid, Mgyvoty & TRG uyas 
T Me@vogvTwy Shay , Toror © ae- 
Ni x d1nag wr, there remains 
1in the ſouls of Penitents the marks. 
of old fins, as ſkars do in the 
feſh ,though the wounds be heal- 
ed, | 


2, To 
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2, To Confeſſion the Penitent 
muſt add earneſt Prayer for par- 
don, This we learn from our 
bleſſed Saviour , who hath taught 
usto put this into our Prayers, as 
a chief petition, — Forgive us our 
Treſpaſſes, Shall God forgive ſuch 
as do not entreat him to do fo ? 
Ic 1s fic the finner ſhould fall upon 
his knees before the Eternal Fa- 
ther, and beg pardon, When Da- 
niel underſtood by reading thePro- 
phecy of Zeremiah , that the time 
was at hand in which God had 
promiſed ſo to pardon the fins of 
the Jews , as to return their cap- 
tivity , then he ſet himſelf to ſeek 


_ it of God by ſupplication and prayer. »,, g, 


Why ſo ? Becauſe the promiſe was *? 


Ek. 
36, 37. 


we read, [ will plant that, which 


was deſolate . and build the ruinous 


places —I will yet for this be enquired 
of by the houſe of Iſrael , to do it for 
them; 1, e, 1 will grant it to them 
when they pray forit. Hereupon 
this holy man began in prayer to 


do his part, and direQed them to .. 


do theirs. 

But as Prayer for P-rdon is a 
Duty unqueſtionable, ſo Ferven- 
cy Is a qualification ſo requiſite , 
that without it Prayer will not be 
accepted , as It appears by what 
our Saviour hath taught us in his 


Sermons, the Apoſtles in their _ 


Epiſtles, ſincere Penitents in their 
prattile, 


ſhould repent of their fins which 
carried them captive, and pray | 
for pardon and return : For ſe 
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toncerning Repentance. 
praftiſe, and of which we are al- 
ſured, becauſe it hath ever been 

made a condition of the Forgive- 

| neſs promiſed, 

 - It is uſually 'exprefled thus, 

They ſhall find me if they ſeek me 
with their whole heart : Accord- 

ingly they are ſaid to have ſought 2 Ge 
God with their whole defire. We 

read of the Prayer of Faith ſaving, 
the ſick, and obtaining forgive- #* 
neſs of ſins ; butthe reaſon given 

in the next verſe, ſhows what kind 

of Prayer ic muſt be, The effefiual ,. .c. 
fervent prayer of a righteous man 4a- 
vaileth much ; Azyoic wveeys pmivy. 

The word fignifies high,and there- 

fore Tranſlacors uſe two to expreſs 

the meaning of it, No doubt 
rightly ; For the Apoltle intended 

ſuch 


54 


Gal. 5.6, 


1 The. 
2413» 


Heb. 4.2, 


_peration, 


A Dicer | 
ſuch prayer as in which the moſt 
lively working of the ſoul exprel- | 
ſeth it ſelf. The ſame word rt; 
Paul uſed, ſpeaking of Faith which. 
ſaves, where he ſays that it is &Y 
ya wn freeys jury, 7, 6, Which 
ſhows its vertue in a powerful o- 
and fo 1s all one with 
zrseyrs , as appears by two other 
places in his Epiſtles put toge- 
ther; For when he ſays of the 
Word of God, that it is #veeys-: 
uho@-,he lays it is eveeynrg, quick 
and powerful in working. This 
is enough to ſhow the meaning of. 
the word ; now to apply it to our 
purpoſe. If ſuch a fervency of. 


ſoul was requiſite when a righte- 
ous man prayed for rhe forgive- 
neſs of other mens fins , 


what 1s 
I'Ce 


concerning Repentance. 
quiſite when an unrighteous man 
prays for the pardon of his own ? 


faith, neoodyy to year , to 
pray very earneſtly ; vehemency 
being uſually ſignified in Hebrew 
by the gemination or joyning the 
Verb with the Noun, 

The truth is, he which beggs 
forgiveneſs of God in a languid 
Prayer , doth declare plainly that 
he neither minds towhom he prays, 
k | nor for what + He which intreats 
is | God to forgive him his fins, and 
of | underſtands how great a thing he 
ar © aſks, and is fenfjble in what need 
of Þ he ſtands of it , and withal how 
e- || unworthy he is to receive it, and 
e- | confiders the greatneſs of. che Per- 
is I} ſon of whom he begs it, and how 
much 


Sure he needs to do as St, James Faner7. 


A Diſcourſe 


beſtow ir, and conſequently how 


oreat a matter, How earneſtly 
would a condemned man beg his 
life of the Judge, if he might 
have it for aſking ; or but hope by 
entreaty to revoke the ſentence pals 


Pray.r,as Facob did when he wreſts 
not let him go till he bleſſed him, 


When 


_ 
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* 
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much goodneſs that is which will 


high a favour it muſt be if he re. 
ceive it , will pray with all poſſi. 
ble earneſtneſs for it. Tt is not fit 
to put up any cold petition to 
God , much leſs when we beg fo 


&! 4.12. ſed againſt him ? Sc. Paul uſeth a-: 
nother expreſſion , well ſignifying. 
the ſame thing, &xw1iCe&;, & @;, 
9Irivyatc , to ltrive carneftly in 


led with the Angel , and would 


concerning Repentance. 

When our blefſed Saviour was 
inan Agony, 4. e, in confli& with 
thoſe amazing horrours which che 
guilt of our ſins ſer before him, he 
is faid to have prayed often, and 


as that dreadful weight preſſed 


harder,he prayed more earneſtly , 
erevec em, extending, as I may 
ſay, all the power of his ſoul to 
ics utmoſt compaſs ; ſhewing the 
earneſt working of his ſoul after he 
had riſen from his knees,by chrow- 
ing his holy Body upon the 
ground, lying proſtrate before the 
Eternal Father, as the Author to 


in| the Hebrews tells us, offering Sup- 


plications with ſtrong cries and 
tears to him who was able to ſave 
him , and was fo delivered from 
his fear, Hear, O Penitent, was 
thy 


A Diſcourſe  * 
thy Saviour ſoearneſt in his pray- | 
ers in the conflit which he endu- 
red for the fins of others, and art 

thou dull and flaccid in prayer for 

the pardon of thy own ? Sure thou 
art not ſenfible what kind of thing | 
Divine Wrath is, or doſt not be- 
lieve that fin brings with it an ob-. 


ligation to make the Offender ſuf- 


fer it ? doſt thou think thy ſelfa- 
ble toendure 1t? or it may be per- F 


ſuadeſt thy ſelf that ir may be eſ- 


caped ſome other way ? Awake, 
awake, O drouzy ſoul, and pray. 


mightily to God that thy fins may 
be forgiven thee, that thou mayſt 
not fall into the hands of the Li- 


ving God, who isa conſaming fire; 


pray that thou mayſt be pardon-. 


ed, and fo not be thrown into e- 
verlaſting 


concerning Repent 
verlaſting burnings. If thou be'ſt 
unconcerned or lazy in this mat- 
ter, thou art more prophane than 
Eſau, who though he was vile e- 
nough in ſelling his Birth-righr, 
yer when the Bleſſing was departed 
from him, he not only prayed for 
the reverfion of the ſentence by 
which it wasdone,but ſoughti it care- 


fully with tears. 


Thus much will ſerve to have 
ſpoken of the firſt part of Repen- 
tance, which though it be neceſ- 
ſary to be done, yer the ſecond 
muſt be added to ir. Having per- 
teatly changed our minds as to 
what is paſt, and heartily begg'd 
pardon for it, we muſt be ſure ro 
have bercer care for the future. He 
which doth nor the firſt, will never 
think 
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think of the ſecond ; and though. 
he have done the former,if he pro-_ 
ceed not to the latter , it will do 

him no good, it being no better 


- than Corn in the blade which ne-_ 


ver comes to an Ear. As 7ertul- 
lian ſaid well, Quid enim ex Peni- 
tentia matureſcit nifs Emendatio- 
nis -fruflus? Repentance is fruitleſs 
except it bring forth a better lite. 
Preſent penitence without future | 
obedience are words which figni- 
fie nothing in Chriſtian Religi- 
on. 

When bn the Baptiſt did re- | 
ceive Diſciples upon profeſſion of 
Repentance, which they made by | 
confeſling their fins to him, he'bad | 
them not think that this would re- 
ſtore them to the Divine Favour, || 
ER= 
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concerning Repentance. 


except they brought. forch fruits 
agreeable to that Profeſſion ; that _ 3 
is, works, correſpondent to it and 4#: 26. 
he afſur'd them , chat the Ax then 
laid to the Root of the Tree,would 
cut it down, if 1t did not bring 
forth thole Galtyi: and that fair 
Leaves ſhould not ſave it from be 
ing caſt into the fire, | 
Of this ſecond part of Repen- 

- fance [I ſhall ſpeak in this Me- 

"n 
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. . By ſhewing the true nature 
of _ Care, and what is requi- 
fite to make 1t acceprable. 


e 2, By making Exhortation to 
. this Duty, which ſhall do only 
1 by theſe Motives, taken 
: 1, From the Reaſonableneſs 
of Repentance | in its own | 


nature. E 2.From 


2, From the great Encou- IU 
ragement which we have 
to it from the goodneſs of 
God, who is wilhng -to 
forgive finners if they re- 
pent. 

3. From the great and inevi- 
table miſchief which a- 
waites thoſe who will-not 
repent, 

There are two things which 

will make our Repentance accep-_ 
table : our Return to God will al- 


ways be ſo,if it be 


I, Speedy. 
2. Sincere. 


1. The vileneſs of fin is ſogreat, 
as Iſhow'd before, that a Peni- 
5 tent 
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4 _ conceining Ripentance. &s "i 
ent cannorrefledt ſeriouſly upon 
4#t , 'buthemuſt needs think it fic 
to undo1cas ſoon ashe can. This 


we ſtein St, Peter; as ſoon as he 
thought what he had done,he went 
preſently out ard wept bitterly, en- 
deavouring, as ſoon as. poflibly he 


might, to-wafh away his fin with 
tears, Excellent is the evunel 
which Salvian gives in this caſe, 
Hlito ubi concidere conſurgant @ elt- 
-vationem protinns meditentar in lapſe, 


ac fi fieri ullo modo pernicitate pent- 
tudinis patefl, tam welox fit remedi- 
wm rejurgentis,ut v* poſſtt veſiigiun 


apparere collapfh, He which Re- 
peints quickly declares how willtng 


he was not to have finned. 
1, This'ts reaſonable 5 for no 


-man is len{ible of danger approach- 


E 2 ing 


ing, but he will endeavour to pre- 
vent it as ſoon as he can, and he 
may delay fo long that it will grow 
impoſſible. If a mans Houſe be 
on fire, will he not. preſently en- 
deavour to quench it ? If he be 
bitten with a Serpent, doth he not 
ſeek for preſent remedy ?He which 
1s fallen into fickneſs makes haſte 
to ſend for a Phyſician,every body 
knowing that recovery is then moſt 
to be hoped for, when proper Re- | 
medies are uſed in time; A Diſcaſe | 
may prevail ſo far by negle& of 
thoſe Medicines which would have 
cured it at firſt, that neither they 
nor any other will 'be able to do it 
afterward, Delay in this affair 
; makes the work grow harder. By 
repeating of fin the Offender har- 
dens 
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concerning Repentance. 


dens higheart; and though after- 
wards he turn Penitent , he will 
find his taſk- more difficulr, becauſe 
inſtead of a ſlighter diſpoſition, 
which he-might have more eafily: 
conquered at firſt, he muſt now 
conflidt-with a firm habic. Shall 
he which cannot outgo a Footman 
hope to-outrun Horſmen ? 

2. The demerit of lin encrea- 
| ſath by delaying toreturn. Can he 
hope for mercy who hath ſtood: our 
in rebellion to the laſt ? He which 
delays to repent treaſures up wrath 
againſt himſelf,when as Jad knows, 
if his wrath be kindled but alittle, 
there 1s no man able to endure it. 
It is. ſtrange that any . Conceit 
ſhould come into a mans Head 
thatacknowledgeth his dependance 
E 3 — upon 
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A Difcoſt 
upon God, to make him defer his 
return to him by repentance, If 
1s poſlibly this , He means ar laft 
to repent of his negligence. Doth 
he, and yet is deliberately negti- 
gent at preſent ? Ir is @ new ſort 
of Vertue this, to fin pretending 
an intention to repent; and as odd 
a kind of wiſdom roabuſe infinie 
goodneſs in hope to find that fa. 
vour, of which che courſe of life 
which we chuſe makes us infinite. 
ly unworthy, and being continued 
in will give us ſtrong reaſons to de- 
ſpair of when we dy. © 

3, Pardon 1s not to be-had, no 
nor repentance, when we will, He 
who is ſo gracious,that he pleaſeth 
to pardon when we truly repent, 
hath not promiſed we ſhall have 
gracp 


concerning Repentance. 
grace to repent when we pleaſe, 
We are adviſed in Holy Writ to 


ſeek the Lord whilſt be may be found : 556 
and when that | 1s WE ACe cold, [ bye Prov. $. 


them that love me,ond thoſe that ſeek 
me early ſhall find me. 

How applicable this is ro the 
matter of Repentance, we may ſee 
by what 1s faid 1n the fich and fixcth 
verſes of Pſalm 32, David was in 
great diſtreſs by reaſon of Divine 
Wrath;which lay upon him for his 
fins; whereupon he took himſelt 
to repentance, ſpeedily bewaiiing, 
and openly confefling his Faich co 
to Gad,and ſo returning to his du- 
ty found pardon, For this ſhall e- 
wery- one that is. godly pray unto thee 
in a thne when thou mayeſi be found. 
He that knows how great a matter 
K 4 It 
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A Diſcourſe * 


It 1stobe reconciled to anioffend- 


ed God, and that there/is/a time of 
finding mercy, whichif it be flipt, 
the ſinner 1s eternally undone, will 
thereupon make what ſpeed he can 
to return to God, and humbly ſeek 
his favour in a ſeaſonable addreſs, 
leſt he loſe him(elf with the oppor- 
unity, 

Ic is not many years ſince the 
Maſter of a Ship loitering aſhore, 
and not taking the advantage of 
one Tide when the Wind blew fair, 
with which other Ships went out, 
was forced by contrary Winds to 
ſtay in the Port till the forementi- 
oned Ships madettheir Voiage,and 
return'd, They are bold people, 
but extremely ſottiſh, who flight 
opportunities of doing that which 
2 be- 


concerning Reperit ance. 


belongs to their chief good; when 
they know they cannot command 
the ſtay or return of ſuch feaſons; 
Doſt thou flight God in thy youth- 
ful health, when to have ſerved him 
early is the unſpeakable -conſolati- 
on of old age, and which hey who 
. then want it would purchaſe with 
all the World, if theyhad it, upon 
their Death-bed ? Is not 'old age 
burthen enough except it be pla- 
gned with the heavy remembrance 
of a wicked life ? Tlis hath made 
many to cry out with him in the 
Tragedy, nt Sree 
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A: Diſcourſe | 
Alas:for me, that men may not 
grow younger twice, and as often 
old;that ſol might in my after life 
corre& what was not well done in 
the former part of it. 

4. Though a man begin never 
fo ſoon, this work of Repentance 
is:not to.be done of a ſudden : It 
will require great pains,and much 
time; and therefore none is to be 
loſt. Can fin, which hath taken 
deep root in the ſoul, be drawn up 
at the firſt pull ? Can our unwil- 
lingneſstodo it be mortified in a 
moment ? Is a habic of fin ſoon 
maſter'd ? No; bur as we have 
been Langer in contraQting i, and 
ſo making it ſtronger; it will nor | 0 
be conquered but by the contrary 
habit of Vertue, which requires {| { 
ime 
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concerning Repentance. 
time to: be implanted, grow and 
ger ſtrength in the foul, It may. 
he that we have many Vices to o-. 
yercome, and do we hope to do 
chat preſently 2 We have commit- 
ted manyErrors,and can we repent 
of them all on a fudden ? We have 
many things todo , and thoſe nor 
eafic to one accuſtomed to (in ; We 
are to make our ſelves Veſlels meer 
for our Maſters uſe, but it will re. 
quiretime to do it,, conſidering 
how we are put out of order by fin; 
and therefore all poſſible ſpeed is 
neceflary in the praftife of Repen- 
rance, 

2, As Repentance muſt be ſpee. 
dy, ſa it muſt be fincere; and thar 
we ſhall find,if ic anſwer thoſede- 
ſcriptionsof jr which are given in 

. © holy 
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holy Scripture, vvhere it is called- | 
The renewing of the: mind, crucifying 


the old man and his deeds , putting off 
the body of ſin and deſtroying it, . cru- 
cifying the fleſh with the affeftions and 
luſts, purging our ſelves from all fil- 
thineſs of fleſþ and ſpirit, and perfeti- 
ing bolineſs in Gods fear, being made 


new creatures and partakers of a Di- 


vine Nature, vwvith many more ex- 
preflions to the ſame purpole, 

The Senſe of which is compre- 
hended in theſe four Particu- 
lars, | 

x. Sincere Repentance begins 
in a change of the inward diſpoſi- 
tion; for which Reaſon the true 


Convert is called a new man, as we 


learn from Eph.4. and thealterati- 
on is {o great, that ir denominates 


the 
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which is not meant as to Tranſub- 
ſtantiation of Nature, but: Emen- 
dation of Temper, making the Pe- 
nitent not ' another perſon, . but a 
better Man, A few Scriptures 
confidered will make this ſoplain, 
that every. one may know 'whar it 
means, and judge himſelf accord- 
ingly. It conſiſts nr wo TR 


1. In change of appre- 
henſion. 
2. In. Alteration of Aﬀe- 
7* Ron, 


1, In change of Apprehenfion; 
he which is truly Penitent hath a- 
nother fenſe of things than he had 
before , which the Apoſtle calls 


T Em 


the Penitent to'be a new. Creature; $5: 


oo I Dfcoufe A 
| rentwing in the ſpirit of the mind, by 
which he ,now underſtands the * 
goodneſs of God , and perceives |} 
char co be. perfe& and moſt aecep- | 
table, of which he had but mean 
chonghts before. The carnal mind 
perceives not the things of Gol, thy || 
are fooliſhneſs to bim;he underſtands | 
No reaſon in them : but the 'trije * 
Penitent hath received arother 
mind , is made ſpiritual, and ſo I 
can diſcern thetn,and acknowledg- | 
es that to be the chiefeſt wiſdom, 
which before heaccounted extream 
folly. He which lives in (in is fo 
beſotred with carnal Luſt, that he 
can fee no reaſon in Spifitual 
thimgs 5 no more cana blind-man 
judge of colours. Thetrue Pe- 
nitent thinks highly now of the 
fa- | 


-nefs, the reaſonableneſs of vertye, 


BO ow: pw, {| ; 


favourof God,. which he regard- 
ed ndt before;and counts all things 


droſs in camparifon of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, which he defpi- 
ſed before ; underſtands the Pro- 
miſes tobe of infimte value,which 
he contemned before ; he is: con- 
vineed of the neceflity of God's 


pardon , the excellency of Holi- 


and the neceſfiry connexion which 
is between goodneſs and happi- 


'nefs, 


2, Ik confiſts alſo in Alterati- 


on of Aﬀe&ions ; for as he under- 


ſtands things better, ſohe 1s-other- 
wiſe affefted rowardsthem:withour 


this the former would beno-proof 
of a fincere change, bur a fign of 
-hypocrifie, which a'true Fenitenc 
doth 
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doth as paſſionately defire to throw | 

_ -out of his-ſoul,as he would caſt the * 
Devil out of his Houſe, if it were _ 
poſſefled by him. Many Scriptures 
cas, ſpeak this: plain enough, Thoſe who 
are Chriſts,, have crucified the fleſh 
=ph.4.22 With its affections and luſts— and 
have put, off the old man , mbich, js 
corrupt according to the deceitful 

Iufis. The true Convert hath a 

new heart,” another Fpirit, as It is 
called Nam.14..24. The heart of 
ſtone 1s broke in pieces, and being 

caſt away, one of fleſh is put in 

the room of it 5; which is eaſily 
known, for by its ſoftneſs it re- 
ceives-. impreſſions from thoſe 
things which before wrought no- 
thing upon it. The Iron finew 

15 broken, and the ſtiff neck made 

plia- 


k . - EY VILE TOTO TEN 7 YN OES2 - is 
NIE *Q hal a Kid ad © , : TITER OY JENA RS 24 OY YN Ie Et OO OP NEVE PRESS cn . OB AE? FX 
hte La x: Y WES rp tick yo Wh "_ nd "0 EIFS UBS ; © 24 ”s v7 £ 3 1, 
: : & . . wins , 2 b v: 
. at > 7 Ad 
| . SY 
ry - 
1 n **) " 
. 3 \ 
» 
+ C 'd 
* «+ as . * 
* F = ' . : ; 
. , - , - _ [ROY 
g 


concerning Repentance, 
pliable, ſtoops to the yoke of 
Chriſt, Self-will 1s denied, and 
uncontrolled appetite palſfeth into 
a ſtate of mortification ; the ſame 
mind beginning to be in the Con- 
vert which was in Chriſt Jeſus ; he 
fays with him, ot my will, O Fa- 
ther, but thine be done + That which 
pleaſerh thee ſhall pleaſe me.Gree- 
dy defire ceaſeth, Covetouſneſs 
languiſhes, Pride is melted down 
into Humility, Feroculum illud &5 
petulcum animal cicuratur , Inſo- 
lence-and abufjve temper is alter'd 
into ſweetneſs and reſpe&,Goatiſh 
laſciviouſneſs is changed into cha- 
ſtity of diſpoſition, Revenge turn- 
ed into Forgiveneſs, Malice into 
Charity, 


He 


He which has repented fincere- 
ly, will by this find his converfi- 
on not to be a vain pretenſe, be- 
cauſe he perceives Religion to have 
palſed into his Nature, and the 


_ Goſpel become a principle of new 


life in his ſoul,and that by the fin- 
cere entertainment of it there he 
contrarily ſays of himſelf, 1 am 
not I ; Ego non ſum ille Ego, T am 
not that I which | was before + He 
is another man, a new Creature , 


'a man now after Gods Heart: He 


is now a Sacrifice acceptable to 
God, becauſche is ſalted with fire, 
that is, the vigour of the holy Go- 
ſpel hath eaten out the Impurity of 
his Aﬀe&ions, and like a Divine 
Salt dried up thoſe corruptions 
which putrifie the ſoul, 


2, The 
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concerning Repentance. 


The finceriry of Repen- 


rance declares it {elf in outward 
expreſſions agreeable to the in- 
ward change,and makes the courſe 


of life anſwerable tothe temper of 
The Scriptare tells us of 


heart. 


 newne(s of life as well as of the new 


man.TheBaptiſt told his Proſelytes 


this fame thing, when he bad them 


bring forth fruits meet for Repentance; m.i:3 
that is, to do works agreeable 
to the nature of the thing tt ſelf 
and the profeſſion of it. 


ſincere Penicent brings forth ſach 


fruits, as demonſtratetheDoftrines 
of the Goſpel like living Roots to 
have been implanted in his heart ; 
Ze, he performs ſuch aWions as 
flow properly from vertuous Dil- 
 politions and Habits. 
| F 2 the 


The 


This 
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the Apoſtle told the Galatians 
in other words , If you live in the 
Spirit, walk in the Spirit— If you 
live— 1. e. have made the truth of 
the Goſpel the principle of your 
life—wakk in the Spirit ; 1, e, live 
according to them, and let thepow- 
er of heavenly Doftrine ſhine forth 
in the beauty of holy Converſati- 
on. The Penitent now acknow.. 
ledges Chriſt for his Maſter ; but 
to lictle purpoſe,except he do what 
he commands him. 

Wichout a true change of ſoul 
a man pretending to ſome atts of 
Religion, 1s like a dead Tree, un- 
to which ſome branches of Fruit 
are tied ; and if he pretend tohave 
a living Root, but brings not forth 
an{werable fruits, he may make a 


plau- 


concerning Repentance. 
plaufible ſhow, becauſe poſſibly 
adorn'd with green leaves; but the 
| Tree 18 ſuch as our Saviour will 
cut down, and caſt out of his Gar- 
den, Our Saviour hath given bur 
one Rule, and they will do fooliſh- 
ly that goabout to make another to 
know the goodneſs of a Tree by, 
and that is the fruit of it;For a good 
Tree bringeth forth gosd fruits. He 
doth not ſay that the Tree which 
1s bad now,may not be made good, 
and then bring forth good fruits , 
| for that ir may ; bur that ſolong 
as it brings forth corrupt fruits it 
is bad. Moſt are ready to allow 
this Rule when chey make a Judg- 
ment of others: but doth itnot hold 
as well when they apply it to 


themſelves ? Yes ; and therefore 
F.23 Sf, 


Matt. 7: 


\ 9%. 3. ®t. Jobn ſaid well , Little Children, 


A Diſcourſe 


T: let n9 man deceive you : he that doth 
righteouſneſs is righteous , even as be 
z5 righteous, Let no man deceive 
you— Why, were any in danger in 
that point ? Yes, many did then, 
as they do ſtill, flatter themſelves 
that a gool heart ro God, as they 
call it, and ſome certain defire of 
living well,will be ſufficient corcheir 
Salvation : No, faith the Apoſtle, 
He that doth righteouſneſs, is righte- 
045 : He that will be accepted of 
God muſt do righteouſneſs , pre- 
ſent to God an obedient Faith, by 
which of old, as the Author to 
the Hebrews tells us, they wrought 
righteouſneſs : as be, that is Chriſt, 
25 righteous, and fo was accepted 
of his Father; becauſe, as he ſaid | 
him- 


concerning Repentance. 

himſelf, He always did thoſe things 
which pleaſed bin. He who vvill 
alſure himſelf of his fincerity,muſt 
make no nevv.Rules to judge of it, 
but keep true co the old one, and 
not reſt ſatisfied that he knovvs 
- his Duty, and approves of the Di- 
vine W1ll, or that he hath ſome de- 
ſires to be obedient ; No, he muſt 
truly perform the a&tions vvhich a- 
oree vvith Goſpel Prineiples and 
Lavvs, ſtill remembring that of 
our Saviour, vvho 1s alſo our 


Judge, J you know theſe things, hap- 7% 3; 


py are you if you dv them. 
3+ When you have got fo far, 
and find the ſtate of your ſoul right 
in the forementioned Particulars , 
then remember that you mult make 


your conformity to the aforeſaid 
F4 Rules 
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Rules univerſal, and your Obedi- 
ence uniform to all the parts of 
be partial, you vvill find nothing 
vvithin or vvithout that vvill keep 
you from being at a loſs, as to the 
proof of your fincerity. If it be . 
neceſſary to forlake fin,it is necel- 

ſary to forſake all fi, 
Ic vvas the Prayer of the Pſal- 
7rno.rs Miſt, That he might be found in Gods 
 Gtatutes,and ſo not be aſhamed. Hovv 
did he hope fo attainthis ? He tells 
#6. Us,7hen ſhall I not be aſhamed, then 
T ſhall be ſound, vvhen [ have re- 
ſpefi to all thy Commandwents. Then 
| ſhall have confidence that I am 
a fincere Servant of God , when I 
indulge no fin, vvhen I devote my 
ſou] to entire Obedience, and 
knovVs 


the Goſpel, It your Obedience | 


concerning Repentance. oo 


knovvingly diſregard no Law of 

his, 

\ This cannot be more clearly 
repreſented,than by that vvhich Sr. 
Zames hath ſaid concerning this 5am 2. 
matter,Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole _ 
Law, and yet offend in one point , is 
guilty of all. If any fay,Hovv can 

vve keep the vvhole, and fail in 

part, vvhen the vvhole includes all 

- theparts ? They may eaſily per- 
ceivethat the Apoſtle means, Who- 
ſoever keeps the greater part, and 

tails in ſome particular, difobeys 

ſome Lavv of Chriſt, is guilty of 

all; by finning vvilfully againſt 
one, he is guilcy of all;i.e.he vvhich 
ſincerely reſpe&s rhe Authority of 

the Lavv-giver, vvill ſhovv it in 


\ obedjence to his vvhole Lavy ; for 
he 


A Diſcourſe 
he vvhich lights it in one, 1s guil- 
ty of the breach of che reſt, inaſ- 
much as he contemns the Autho- 
rity vvhich gave them all. That this 
is his meaning vve are taught by 
verſe 1T, vvhich ſays thus, For be 
which ſaid, Do not commit Adultery . 
ſaid alſo, do not kill: Now if thou 
commit no Adultery, yet if thou kill, 
thou art become a Tranſgreſſor of the 
Law; and ſo art guilty of the 
breach of all, 7, e. ſhall be as lia- 
ble to Condemnation ;, as if thou 
hadſt finned againſt all : Neither 
{hall Obedience performed ro ſome 


Lavvs fave thee from the puniſh- 


ment vyhich is due to the breach of 
others. He vvhich ſerves a Prince _ 


in many things, and yet offends a- 


gainlt ſome Capital Lavy,vvill not 
find 
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concerning Repentance. 


find his partial obedience fave 
him from the ſentence of puniſh- 
ment which ſhall be pafſed upon 
him for that. 

To this 1 may add that excel- 


lent ſaying of our Saviour to the £1. 


| Phariſees, when they pretended to 
be worthy of acceptation, becauſe 


they hag been very obſervant of 


ſome things , though they neg- 
leced others; How ! ſaith our 


Saviour, Theſe indeed jou ought to 


have oe, no doubt of it ; but alſo 


you ought not to have left the other - 


undone, And fince they pretend- 


42, 


ed to obedience, for all this. Fooks ». 40. 


that you are, faith our Saviour, did 


not be which made that which is with- 


out, make that which 4 within 2 You 
preng to pleaſe God with obedt- 


ence, 


A Diſcourſe 
dience, you ſhould doſo; for he 
Is the ſupream Law-giver ; Whar 
then, will you do it with partial 
obedience ? Doth he expeU that 
all his Laws ſhould be obey'd, or 


doth he give you leave to pick and - | 


chuſe ? Did not God, the great 
Former of all things, who made 
the infide and ourfide, expe that 


you ſhould be pure in ſoul and bo- 
dy ? Do you think that external 


waſhings purifie the ſoul ? You 
are as fooliſh in theſe thoughts,as 
he ſhould be who thinks a Cup 1s 
clean, when only the outfide 1s 
waſhed. Will any man drink in 


ſuch a Cup ? You pleaſe God in- 


deed with your Obedience, when 


by finning in ſome thing or other 


you plainly affront him, He which 
thinks 
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concerning Repentance. 


thinks to be accepted of God for 
that partial regard ſhow'd to ſome 
of his Precepts , when he flights 
others,can no more obtain ir, than 
a Lutoniſt can give content to ſuch 
2s have Muſical ears, when ſome 
Strings of the Inſtrument upon 
which he plays are out of Tune. 
4+ Sincerity -mult continue to 
approve it ſelf ſuch by perſeve- 
rance, This I ſhall explain as 1 
find it expreſſed in two or three 
places of Sripture : —1 mill hear 
what Ged will ſpeak to bis ſervants , 
begging mercy of him ; and what doth 
he fay ? He will ſpeak peace to his 
people, he will receive their pray- 
ers, and pardon their [ins, if they 
repent fincerely of them : —but 
\ tet them not return to folly — This he 
requires 
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requires as a Condition of their 
Forgiveneſs, that they do not re- 
turn to folly , which 1 have ſuffici- 
ently demonſtrated fin to bez they 
mult not relapſe into their former 
courſes ,which it they ſhould,they 
will add to their former ſottiſhnels, 
and inſtead -of approving them- 
{elves fincere Penitents, ſhow that 
they are molt ſtupid Fools and vile 
Hypocrites. 

When our Saviour healed the 
Paralytick, he bad him ſin no more; 
and knowing by his Divine Wif- 
dom what he had done 38 years 
before,which occationed his weak- 
neſs, bad himtake heed of doing 
any ſuch thing again ; aſſuring 
him, if he did, that he ſhould be 
worſe puniſhed, as a Contemner 


of 


"3 & aa -.'' 


of all; for hepreſcribed the ſame 
 methad, without alteration,xo both. 


Ya >, bent 4. G ans) % "2.4 Y. "YEy Ye wy i wa, 1 5 Fu NT as is. Au o: « 
j Eb a $3 dad SES nat a Me II p IN® i EL] GT 7 FL IPEEY. $6," IF ae "IP SOW. IE AE Tn; OG OT OO PPS WE I EDT OY 20 -W s G ES. - " 
Ed "+ LE ES rk 5 itn »'Y Sr "M8 tt 6; — ge % - EMI LR / : 
S ; G . J : Y Ba ws £ : = 
. . - by OG S 
he 17 | " 
* / 
a 
w . 


of the pardon now beſtowed. So 


when the ſame merciful Jefus for- 


gave a very bad woman a fingreat 
enough he diſmiſſed her not care- 
lefly , but with this ſevere Injun- 
&ion added, That ſhe ſhould make 
her Repentance fincere by [inning 
no more, Hedid notlay, Go, go, 
thy Accuſers are as bad as thy (elf, 
live as thou wilt, 1 accept thy Re- 


- pentance, | will fave thee from pu- 


nifhment now and hereafter : No ; 
but charged her to be fincere in 
her Repentance; and as a Teſti- 
mony of it, to fin no more.By theſe 
Inſtances we may fee what our Sa- 
viour takes for a proof of finceri- 
ty, and 1t ſeems that he expetts it 


A 


Q2 


A Diſcourſe Y 


A fincere Penitent is one that {| 
knows fin to be ſo baſe a thing,that ? 
nothing but Infinite Goodneſs can 
forgive it; andis ſo ſenfible of the 
vile ſtain which it leaves upon his 
ſoul, that he would, if he could, 
waſh it off with Tears of Blood : 
and can heeafily go and commit it 
apain ? He is convinced that the 
ſame wickedneſs and danger is in 
it, though (er oft with an agreeable 
Tentation, as was before in it, 
when his Conſcience was gall'd 
with reflexion upon the commiſſi- 
on of it; and knows that he hath as 
much need to fin no more, after he. 
hath repented of ir, as he had to 
vow he would not when he did re- 
pent. Can Damnation be made 
plaufible in any dreſs ? Will any 
man 
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man drink Poiſon, becauſe he ſees 
it ſweetned with a great Juantry 
of Sugar ? 

The ancient Fathers in their 


pious Diſcourſes concerning Re- 
pentance did uſually inveigh a- 


gain(t thoſe which they called #- 
Tan X; (uveyas Ke@voryrand 
rejeQed thoſe Penitents, who fin- 
ning and repenting, but repenting 
and finning ſtill, checked their life 
all along with one and the other ; 
and affirm'd, that ſuch Converts 
differ'd nothing from lame Unbe- 


lievers, except in this, that thoſe 
falſe Penitents knew they finn'd , 


and (o were worſez and pronoun- 
ced peremptorily that thole who 
ſinned, pretended to be {orry, but 
finncd ſtill, had only a vain ſhow 

G of 


Eecluſe 
34. 253 
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A Diſcourſe AN - 
of Repentance - and that the true -- 


Penitent had ſuch a ſenſe of the 
nature of fin, that he abhor'd to 
commit it any more, The Au- 
thor to the Hebrews calls 1t Repen- 
tance from dead works; of which 
words what St, Chryſoftom faid is a 
very good Expofition , He which 
repents Szemn T aur Gly neay- 
KG Twy £" oig puerevonrey, Lia- 
Aantins lib, 6. ſaid, That to repent 
z to profeſs and affirm that we will fin 


' N10 7ROYE, 


The Son of Sirach tells us what 


26 ſenſe of old the Church of God had 


concerning the contrary fort of 
Repentance, in-cheſe words, /f a 
mai: waſh himſelf from the dead, and 
zoucheth it again,what good ſhall that 
waſhing ao bim ? The Jews having 
touched 


; concerning Repemtance. 
1 i'rouched any dead body, were un- 


iclean by the Law given Num.19.1t, 


| and they were commanded to take 
it off by water of Purification, as it 
4scalled; but if they had waſhed, 
and touched ic again, what good 
would that waſhing do? So he that 


repents and fats too, as they did in 


the days of ſolemn Humiliation , 
and then goes and does the ſame 
things again, who will bear his pray- 
er ? and what good ſball his bumilia- 
tion do him? He which bewails what 
is paſſed, and hath no care to mend 
for future, deplores his fin , and 
commirs it again, 1hke one who 
waſheth an unburnt Brick , the 


more water he pours on the fowker -* 


tis. Ic was the ſaying of an an- 
cient Writer, and what he faid 
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A Diſcourſe 
was warranted by one _— : 
I jog than he, St. Peter, who in his ſe 
cond Epiſtle hath defined, that it is 
better never to bave known the way 
of Righteouſneſs, which is ' the Go- 
ſpelt, than having known it to turn 
from t.And.he there compares that 


j 


Repentance,which keeps not aman 
from returning to fin, to the Dogs 
returning to bis Vomit,and the waſbed 
Sows tumbling again in the next mire. 
I ſhall cloſe this with thoſe words 
;r. of our Saviour, which he ſpaks to 
ſuch as believed on him, that they 
might aſſure themſelves, and not 
miſtake for what they ſaw in them- 
ſelves at preſent—ff you continue in 
my words, i.e.the obedience of my 


Dodtrine, you ſhall be my Diſciples 


indeed. 


It 


concerning Repentance. 

- If that which hath been ſaid 
concerning Sincerity happen to 
raiſe doubts in any ſoul concern- 
ing his eſtate, and he begins to 
ſay, Thar either the Conditions of 
Salvation are very hard, or 1 am 
no true Chriſtian, I muſt anſwer, 
That if thoſe things which I have 
ſaid were not true, Chriſts Goſpel 
would not be that which it moſt 
certainly 1s, the Myſtery of God- 
_ lineſs, i, e. the Doftrine of Holi- 
neſs; and that it cannot be deni- 
ed, bur that Chriſt doth accept his 
Servancs to mercy, though they do 
not perform perfett unfinning O- 
bedience : therefore I would ſpeak 
| ſomething more to determine this 
matter, ſo as not toencourage Hy- 
poeritte which is confeſſedly the 
G 3 worlt 
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A Diſcourſe 
worſt of fins , nor yet to diſcou- 
rage any that is fincere, becauſe 
he is not perfea, Therefore 1 


will ſhow what God requires of 


us, and what he will 'accoount 
fincerity. I will give the Meaſures 
of it in five Particulars, which 1 
will endeavour to adjuſt accord- 
ing to the ſtandard of the Sanftu« 
ary, the Infallible Rule, which is 
the Word of God. 


I, The Goſpel requires great ho-. 


neſty of Intention, and fimplicity 
of heart in our Return to God, So 


the Prophet of his Penitents, I will . | 


be their God, for they ſhall return to 


me with their whole heart, having 


raken it quite off from their for= 
mer Jdolatries, and the Indul- 
gence which they had for their 


old 


j = 


| 


Fy - 
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concerning Repentance. 
old fins. It was faid of the Tribe 
of Zabulon, who came to. reſtore 


David to his Throne, that they '*33 


were not of a double heart ; pretend- 
ing outwardly great love to David, 
but hankering in their minds to the 
Houſe of Saul, Juſt as the I{- 
raelites ſet their faces towards the 
Holy Land,and journeyed towards 
it, but in their hearts turned back 
to Egypt. They kept the ſieme of 
the Fleſh-pots in their phanſies, 
and had the relliſh of the Oniong 
1n their memories, and long'd aft- 
ter them ; and ſo went not toward 
the promiſed Land with a full 
heart, bur would have been glad 
of an opportunity to have return'd 
to Egypt. So I remember the Phi- 
liflines Cows went when they car- 
GO 4 ried . 


Eecluſ. 
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ried the Ark to Bethſhemeſh; they 
went, but they lowed as they went, 
and had more mind to return to 
their Calves, than to go forward; 
Singleneſs of heart is neceſſary for 
all who come unto God: and there- 
fore the Son ef Syrach warned all 
ſuch to take heed of approaching 
him with a double heart : Which 
counſel St, Zames repeats, Draw nigh 
to God, but firſt purifie your hearts, 
you double minded, whoſe Souls are 
partly for God, partly for Sin; 
which the Author to the Hebrems 
calls drawing near with true heart , 
purg'd from all Hypocrifie , be- 


- cauſe the God with whom we bave to 


do, loves Truth in the inward parts, 
and can take nopleaſure in ſuch as 


are double minded, 7, e, fluctuate - 


be- 
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concerning Repentance. 


between a pretence of being vertu- 
ous, and a Law of (in, called 
halting between two opinions ; leaning 
one while one way , and one while 
another, as thoſe who halt do. It 
was not. a piece, but all, which was 
meant in that Demand, My Son give 
me thy beart ; for ſo our Saviour in- 
culcating a Rule long before given, 
fays, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy beart, with thy 
whole heart. The contrary is ſo 
odious to God , that he declared 
plainly char he hated the Jews a- 
forementioned, becauſe rheir heart 
was not whole with him ; they did not 


follow him fally, as was ſaid of Jo. %-": th 
ſhuah , who had another Spirit, but 


turn d aſide like a deceitful bow; you 
may as well make a crooked Bow, 
carry 


102 A Diſcourſe 
| carry an Arrow direaly to the 
Mark, as . preſent any thing ac- + [- 
ceptable to God with a falſe heart, 
Therefore our Lord in his excel- 
lent Parable of the Sower hath 
told us plainly,that his Goſpel will 
grow in no ſoyl, but a good and bo+ 
neſt heart, So St. Paul told the 
Corinthians, that they could preſent 
no fruit as an: acceptable Sacrifice 
115.6: to God , except with unleavendd "| * 
bread of ſincerity; for Hypacrifie | 
ſour's the perſon and his aQt- 
ons, 
The true Convert endeavours 
to bring himſelf to that paſs, that 
he can ſay truly, Heloves God a- 
bove all things ; which cannot be, 
if he retain ſtill the love of any lin 
in his ſoul, That man is juſt as 
[e- 


concerning Repemtance, 
religiousas the Aſſyrian Samaritans, 
mention'd2 Hing.17,33.who blend- 
ing their Heathen Ceremonies with 
Jewiſh Rites, made a Mungrel 
Worſhip, and ſerv'd the Lord and 
zbeir own God's too, They did not 
know thatthe Law given was, 7hou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God, and him 
only [halt thou ſerve. It was good 
counſel of che old Philoſopher , 
&7Xwrov oegurer, Be one thing , 
deal plainly with God, Doſt thou 
pretend to make over thy ſoul to 
God by a Deed, and art fo weak 
as not to know that it will be ab. 
hor'd, when thou haſt ſpoil'd the 
Grant which preſerves,and maim'd 
it with a power of Revocation ? 
Deal fairly; God will nt be mocked. 
The true Penitent muſt bid an E- 
ternal 


Luke Co 
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_ 4 Diſcourſe 
ternal farewel to all his former fins, 
and that he may praRiſe them no 
more, muſt cut off all afte&ion to 
every finful way ; as the wiſe Ge- 
neral,' when he had landed his men 
in the Country which he defigned 
to Conquer, burnt che Ships which 
broughthim thicher, thac ſo his 
Souldiers might not upon occaſi- 
on think of a cowardly return, 
Our Saviour hath declared, That 
he who puts bis hand to the heavenly 
Phugh, and doth not renounce 
what may make him look back, is 
not fit for the Fingdom of God. He 
which holds the Plough, and often 
looks back, will make mad work 
on't; his Furrows will be all 


74k 17. Crooked, When the ſame our Sa- 
** yiour bids us, Remember Lot's wife, 


he 


\ concerning Repentance. 
he ſignified to us plainly enough, 
that ſuch as have forſaken Sodom 
and their fins, muſt not look back 
with hankering eyes upon them. 

If chy heart be fincere with 
God, thou mayeſt do well to ex- 
preſs it to God upon thy knees in 
ſome ſuch words as theſe are, O 
Lord, I have finned againſt thee, 
but I repent, and thou underſtand- 
eſt the depth of my heart, and 
knoweft that I repent truly. /Thou 
knoweſt all things ; thou knoweſt 
that I love. thee. In thy ſacred 
preſence I make my Vow that I 
will obey thee, I will obſerve the 
Rules of my Nature fo far , as by 
them 1 am taught” whac my Duty 
is: and where they fail, I will 
Sd carefully thy Goſpel , and 
— what 


Pſa. 139. 
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of my heart ; prove me, and examine | 


what I find there to be thy Will , 
ſhall be co me an indiſpenſable 
Law. 1 makethis ſolemn prote- 
ſtation, that I will harbour no E- 
nemy of thine in my foul; and leſt 
any thing lurk there which may 


f 


diſpleaſe thee , let me know my 
heart by thy Inſtruftion , and 1 
will caſt it out. Idefire to be 1n 
thy fight an Jraehite indeed and pray 
that I may inherit the bleſfing 
which thou beſtoweſt upon thole #7 
whoſe ſpirit is no guile. This is 
well expreſſed in that holy Prayer 


which David made in theſe words, - 


Try me, 0 God, and feek the ground 


my thoughts ; look well if there be a- 


ny way of wickedneſs in me, and lead | 


me in the way everlaſling. 
2,Ho- 
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_ concerning Repentance. 
| 2, Honeſt Intention muſt be 
1, perfefted with firm Reſolation 
and fixed purpoſe of ſoul ; and 
that muſt be formed and ſertled by 
ſerious deliberation, that is, due 
conſideration of thoſe things which . 
are the matter of Obedience, and 
alſo the difficulties which may oc- 
cur in the doing them. He which 
undertakes the bufineſs of Religi- 
on thus, will find in a little time 
that he needed to have his Reſolu- 
tion ſogrounded. Our Saviour 
in ſeveral of his excellent Difl- 
courſes hath taught us this ; let 
1 us conſider ſome of them's If any ate » 

man will come after me, that is, to 

be my Diſciple, let him deny himſelf; "3 
| he muſt think now of renouncing 
þ. * {elt-will, and reſigning himſelf 
whol- 
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wholly to my Diſcipline, and take 
my yoke upon his Neck , yield 
himſelf wholly to be governed by 
my Goſpel. And leſt we ſhould be 
miſtaken, and ſofly off afrerward, 
our Saviour hath in that told us 
plainly what we muſt be, viz, God- 


bh, Righteous, Sober, Chaſt, Humble, 


Charitable, Patient; and hath 
ſhown us fully what the work of 
his Servants is. - Have you confi- 
dered theſe things ? Yes; Here- 
quires nothing but what is exceed- 
ing good; I cannot be happy ex- 
cept I be ſuch a perſon as his Go- 
ſpel requires. So far it is well , 
but this is not all ; for our Savi- 


our adds, That he mu$T take up bis 
Croſs and follow him ; i, e,he muſt 


not only be willing to compole his 
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temper and life according to our 


Saviour's Dodrine and Example, 
he muſt alſo be prepar'd co bear 
patiently theſe Affiiions, which 
may happen to him only for being 
Chriſt's Diſciple. 

This our Saviour declared in 
his general Diſcourſes, and alſo 
when any particular perſons came 
to be Proſelytes , he dealc plainly 
with them ; and chat they might be 
fally informed , and follow him 
upon good grounds , he acquain- 


_ ted them with what they might ex. 
pet in his ſervice, A certain eg 


Scribe ſtruck with admiration of * 
his Miracles, and thereupon poſ- 
fibly expeCting that in a while ſuch 
a Perſon would make his Diſciples 
| great, profeſſed that he would fel- 

H low 
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low bim whereſoever be went. Our 
Saviour,to ſee if this forward Man 
had any worthy Reſolutions in him, 
rold him how mean his worldly 
condition was, in that the Foxes 
have holes in Earth, and Birds have 
neſts in Trees, but the Son of Man 
bathnot, as it happened to divers 
of his Servants, any certain Habita- 
tion ; No Houſe of his own for 
himſelf , much leſs toentertain his Þ. 
followers. He bad him think of Þ 
this, and then reſolve what to IJ 
do, 
_ For the fuller Explication of 
_ this matter concerning the right 
forming of Chriſtian Reſolution, 
let us read that Diſcourſe which 
our Saviour made to a great Mul- 
titude, when he was giving them 
his 


concerning Ripentance. To. 

kis Divine Inſtrufion touching : 

this affair : He which will be my 2-414. 

- Diſciple, muſt not only embrace Ge 
my Dodrine ; but muſt make ac- 
count that poſlibly many things 
will fall out co him for his pro- 
fefſion and prattiſe of my Religi- 
on , which will not be very plea- 
fing to fleſh and blood 5 he may 
perchance offend not only his 
Neighbours, but his Parents, and 
and make Enemies to him of his 
beſt Friends; may endanger the 
lofing of his Liberty,and after chat 
his Life ; and yet for all this he 
muſt nor forſake my ſervice : For 
if any man come urito me , and doth 
not hate bis Father , Mother, Wife, 
and Children , and Brethren and 
 Þ Siſters, yea and bis own Life, cannot 
3 H 2 be 
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not be underſtood properly ; for 
it 1s 1mplous to hate our Parents 
and other Relations, and abſurd 
to hate ones ſelf ; but he means , 
and other Scriptures reach us ſo , 
that we muſt love all perſons and 
things leſs than our Saviour ; and 
chat will appear, when we ſuffer 
none of them to make us deſert the 
Obedience which we have promi- | 
ſed him. And he that doth not take 
up his Croſs, and come after me, &c. 
Not that Perſecutions do always 
follow the profeſſion of Chriſtian 
Religion; or that any man is bound 
upon the undertaking of it, to a- 
bandon all he hath in the World ; 
not that we ſhould preſently do ic 
becauſe we are Chriſtians, but that 
we 


A Diſomſe b & 
be my Diſciple. Which words can- 


concerning Repentance. 
we ſhould be prepar'd to do it; 
preferring our Saviour before all 
things , and being reſolv'd to part 
with all, rather than break our 
Faith given to him, 

To illuſtrate further what he 
ſaid concerning this way of form- 
ing a Reſolution, our Saviour adds 


two Compariſons, taken from the 


Rules which men follow. in build- 
ing Houſes and making War, If 
- any man think of raiſing a Houſe, 
he muſt caſt up what it will coſt 
him, both for Materials - and 
Work ; and if he begin to build, 
being either not provided for ſo 
much Charge , or not willing to 
lay it out, he will leave off in the 
middle of an imperte& Deſign , 
and be laughed at for a fooliſh Un- 
H 3 _ der- 
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dertaking: Or if a man goto War, 
he will conſult with himſelf whe» 
ther he hath Supplies enough for 
his Expedition , and Forces ſuf- 
ficient to fight his Adverſary ; elle 


he will think ic better to keep | 


Peace if he have it, or ſend Am- 
baſſadours for it ypon as good 
Conditions as he can get, So 1n 
this Spiritual building or warfare, 
for in divers reſpefts Religion may 
be compared to both , we muſt be 
at much coſt, a great deal muſt be 
laid out, and the Enemy which 
ye have to oppoſe will bring much 
Force againſt us; therefore we 
muſt prepare before hand, by con- 
fidering what we will do when it 
comes to the puſh , and bear the 
Crofles which we may meet, and 
fol. 


concerning Repentance. 


follow Chriſt notwithſtanding any 


inconvenience which may happen 
to us for ſo doing. He which 
frames his Reſolution ſo, will not 
be ſurpriſed, 7. e. have his heart 
infeebled with ſudden Afﬀaults; he - 
foreſaw what would come : *nei- 
ther will he be weakned by theCon- 


Ai, he prepared himlelf for the 


Incounter before hand. The wiſe 
Son of Syrach underſtood this well 
when he ſaid, My ſon, if thon comes} 
to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy ſoul for 
tentation; which muſt be done by 
planting a firm Reſolution of O- 
bedience in the botrom of our 
hearts, Our Saviour hath given 
the reaſon of this in the Parable of 
the Sower, where he tells us of 
many that may.receive the Seed, 
H 4. that 


that 1s the Dofrine of his Goſpel, 
intotheir hearts with joy, and it 
may ſeem to-grow and flouriſh in 
their life, and yet it ſhall wither 
in thetime of Tentation, becauſe 
it wanted root,had not depth of earth 
and moiſture , as the Evangeliſts 
phraſe it differently, but meaning 
the ſame thing, 7. e. a well fixed 
Reſolution will maintain future O- 
bedience, as Corn 1s nouriſhed 


and ſupported by ſufficiency of 


moyſture, which it receives from 
a ſound root fixed deep in a moiſt 
ground, and by that inabled to 
bring its fruit to perfeQtion, 

The Hypocrite and ſincere Chri- 
ſtian conſidered together in this 
matter, ſeem to me to be well re- 
preſented by Orpbanab and Ruth , 
when 
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concerning Repentance. of > 


when they began a Journey with 
Naomi their Mother in Law, pre- 
tending that they would accompa- 

ny her from the Land of Moab to 
her OWn Countr J —- They both ſet Ruth 1.10. 
out with great forwardneſs ; but 
when Naomi told them what {mall 
expettation of worldly advantage 
they could have in her, Orphanab's 
love began to vaniſh,and extended 
only a farewell kiſs ; but Ruth ha- ,..c 
ving heard the worſt of ir, would 
not be ſo ſhaken off —I perceive 
how it is, but my Reſolution con- 
tinues firm for all that, —whereſo- 
ever thou goe$ I will go; and nothing 

but death ſhall part thee and me. So 
 the-true Chriſtian to our Saviour, 

_ ] will follow thee,O Lamb of God, 
whereyer thau goeſt: 1 do not bar.. 
Fain 
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gain with thee for ſmall way and 
fair weather ; nothing but death, 
no nor death it ſelf ſhall part thee 
and me : As thy love tome, O 
Jeſus, was ſtronger than death, ſo 
ſhall mine be to thee. Neither 
things preſent nor things to come, 


nor life nor death could ſeparate 
St, Paul from the Love of Chriſt, 


Thus a Chriſtian doth become 


ſtedfaſtly minded , or as in the 
Hebrew , ſtrengthens himſelf in 
his Reſolution, exhorting himſelf, 
as the Apoſtle did the Antiochtans, 
to cleave to God with purpoſe of heart. 
He did not make them believe that 
they ſhould not ſuffer much incon- 
venience if they did ſo: No; for 
he told them, as others, . that they 
muſt through many Tribulations enter 
into 
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concerning Repentance, 

into the Kingdom of God , but that 
they ſhould reſolve to ſuffer hard- 
ſhip as good Soulders of Feſus Chrift, 
as he told Zimothy , and gave him 
for a pattern his own purpoſe, with 
which he was well acquainted , 
which was to ſerve Chriſt his Ma- 
ſter, though he knew how many 
and how great Afﬀiitions awaited 
him continually in all places far ſq 
doing. 

If any ſay , .It is neceſſary to 
form a ſtrong Reſolution ; but will 
ſuch thoughts as thoſe do it? will 
the fore- confideration of miſchiets 
prepare us againſt them 2? Men by 
foreſeeing evils that may happen , 
do excite themſelves to take care 
toavoid them by ſteering a Courſe 
contrary to that which may lead 
| upon 
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upon them, Tothis I anſwer, That- 
confidering before hand what In- 
conveniencies may happen to us in 
a matter undertaken upon weighty 
Reaſons, will make them hurt us 
leſs when we meet them : but that 
1s not all which | meant as to this 
Method of forming our Reſoluti- 
on : for that we muſt add the 
ſtrengthening of Faith in our ſouls, 
that we may have a firm belief of 
theſe things which che Goſpel hath 
propounded to encourage us to 
undertake the Obedience of it,not- 
withſtanding all diſcouragements, 
and that 1s the great Reward which 
ſhall be given to obedient Souls, 
When our Saviour told ſach as 
came to him, that poſſibly chey 
might bſeF ather,Mother, Lands, Life, 


for 


If 
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concerning Repentance. 
for bis ſake,it had been a very poor 
Motive to make them embrace his 
Doftrine if he had faid no more ; 
but he added, that ſuch as did fo 
ſhould have an hundred fold more, 


- that 15, more true farisfation in 


what they did, than they could 
have had in any other way in this 
life,and in he world ts come life ever- 
Liſting, or eternal happineſs. 

Now that he who purpoſes to 
obey Chriſt's Goſpel fincerely 


muſt fortifie his Reſolution wich 


the ſtrength of Faith , 1s well ex- 
preſſed by an Apoſtle who had 


Experience 1n this matter : The 


| Devil was in the world like a 


roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he might 
devour, and would, if he could, by 
Perſecution deſtroy Chriſtianity, 

whom 
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whom refiſt,being ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 
knowing that the ſame affliftions are 
accompliſhed in your Brethren who are 
in the world. But the God of all 
Grace, the moſt merciful God, who 


hath called #s to eternal Glory by 


Chriſt Jeſus, after you have ſuffer- | 
ed a while, make you perfet, ſlabliſh, 
flrengthen, ſettle you. By what ? a- 
nother Apoſtle tells us, by the c#- 
ECiwpag The TISEWS 3 OF AS WJ. fia- 
bliſhed in or by Faith, by which you 
are fixed to your Saviour,as a Tree 
1s to a ſtrong Root, or a Houſe to 
a deep Foundation, for he uſeth 
both Metaphors, Our Saviour 
hath made no new Methods fince, 
and therefore every lincere Chri- 
ftian muſt make uſe of this in the 
forming of his Reſolution, and in 
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ſo doing he may ſay thus to him- 
ſelf —O my Soul, thou art now 
ſetting upon a courſe of holy Life 
according to the Precepts of thy 
Saviour,be real and make thy pur- 
poſe ſtrong, ſaying with chat holy 
man, [I have fully purpoſed to of- 
fend no more , | will ſerve thee 
with my whole ſoul from the bot- 


. tom of my heart ; 1 make a Reſig- 


nation of my ſelf to thy will, and 
bind my felt by a firm Vow , the 
ſtrongeſt Bond I can find, that 1 


- will keep thy Commandments;and 
when the Enemy of my ſoul ſhall 
tell me that thus 1 ſhall miſs the. 


_ pleaſure of fin, 1 will tell him, I 


know it, and that they are bur for 
a ſeaſon, and to be deſpiſed in 


compariſon of the favour of God, 


and 
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and joy of doing what we ſhould: 
and when he adds that probably I 
{ball ſuffer in this way many 
things not very pleafing to the 


fleſh, I will cell him, that whatſo= 


ever they are I reckon them un- 
worthy to be compared to the re- 
ward of Obedience ; and when he 


frights me with the auſteriry of a 


ftri& life, 1 will cell im, chat ex- 
cellent things have difficulty, and 
aſk him, if he have not in his 


Ramblings obſerved the careful 


obſervances of a Wreſtler or Ra- 
cer , how pundually they. keep 


themſelves to ſtri& methods of Þ} 


preparation for their Confli&, when 
all that they hoped for was bur a 
Crown of fading Leaves; and is it 
Irrational for me to do all I can 
for 
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for an —vgat Crown ? When he 
bids me look upon thoſe mulci- 
tudes of ſuffering Chriſtians, whom 
Religion brought into miſc= 
ry, in which they periſhed, I 
will cell him char 1 will follow their 
Faith, conſidering the end of their 
Converſation , the happy cloſe of 
their holy Lives , which remov'd 
them into, the regions of endleſs 
Bliſs, and thither 1 will follow 
them, And it he fay, Bur he whom 
you call Saviour was: crucified, 
Yes I will Anſwer, and died and 
was buried, bur he roſe from the 
dead, and aſcended into Heaven , 
and bade me follow him ; and be. 


cauſe I hope ere long to be with 


him,l will keep in my way, which 


will certainly bring me unto him. 
] 3. " 
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3. Totheſe two we muſt add a 
careful uſe of thoſe means which 
are appointed to make us ſuch as 
we are commanded to be ; Chriſt 
never intended his Goſpel for idle 
fouls, i. e. ſuch as will take no 
pains to be faved, who will not 
carefully endeavour to be made 
good, They are not for Chriſt, 
thoſe delicate perſons who cannot 
endure to think of working out 
their ſalvation with fear and trems 
bl ng, nor will hear of giving dili- 
gence to be found of God in peace. 
Our Saviour hath told us expreſly, 
that he will condemn that Servant, 
who did not prepare himſelf to do 
his Maſters Will, either in the day 
time being girt fit for any ſervice, 
and being ready with lighted Can- 
dles 


concerning Repentance. i129 IJ 
dles to expe his Maſter when he 
comes home at night. 
A negligent Temper 1s odious 
in this buſineſs. 


. Becauſe it is trifling in a 
mateer of greateſt Impor- 
tance. 

2, Becayſe it is ſordid, and 
would ſerve the great and 
good God with that which 
coſts it nothing. 


'T, This Temper 1s far from 
chat which ſhould be in a lincere 
Chriſtian, if it be liable to the faid 
Reproaches, as indeed it is, That 
man whom fin hath made fick, and 
| will not carefully uſe the means 
> appointed for his recovery, either 
t3 un- 
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underſtands not his danger,or ſup- 
poſeth the metho4. preſcribed for 
the cure of his Diſeaſe not neceſ- 
fary , or will not be at the trouble 
of undertiking ſuch things as are 
requiſite to his recovery, and ra- 
ther than do ſo, will remain in his 
fin, that 1s, die of his fickneſs ; 
What prudent - Phyſician would 
meddle with ſuch a Patient ? Ir 
may be the fick Hypocrite would 
do ſome little things, when ſuch as 
are very great are neceſſary for his 
healch, This is well expreſſed in 


' that ſmart Letter which Diogenes 


wrote to Dionyſius, when ſome vain 
Philoſophers flattered him in his 
oreat Vices: Alas / man, ſaid 
Diogenes, thy Diſeaſes are ſuch that 
they need cuttings and burnings; but 
| thou 


* 
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_ thou haſt got together a few Difſen- 
blers,which ſay to thee as fond Grand- 
mothers and Nurſes do to ſick Children, 
At&a Texvor, elygny an pus QUatie, 
LUKEOY el, pa0v0y T1 m8 pay , 
1... Take this my Child, pour it in, 
if you love me do, a Little more, eat 
but this ſmall bit, Triflers! The 
Children are extream fick,and muſt 
be made totake their Phyſick , or 
die, The ſincere Chriſtian knows 
that our neceſſirous condition re- 
quires a great care for the repair of 
It ; that the Goſpel which we are 
to obey is a Law of great Holi- 
neſs, and hath in it many Com- 
mandements , requires obedience 
in thought, temper, and aWlton; 
yes, and that with reſiſtance of 

many Temptations,trong, fecauſe 
9 agree- 
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agreeable to our natural Appetites, 


which will mak our work togo on 


| ſometimes like that of the Water- 
man , when he hales his: Boat a-_ 


oainſt the Stream— And we fhall 
find hinderances from infirmity of 
Fleſh,andinconſtancy of Spirit,di- 


ſtraftions of our .Senſes and many 


wild Phanftes, befides the malice 
of a watchful Deyil, By this the 
Penitent ſees what need he hath of 
great care in the uſe of all means, 
which may carry him on in his 
courſe; and he ſays, Since my 
Saviour hath ſhowed me the value 


of my Soul,that it is of more worth 


than the acquiſt of all the plea- 
ſures in the World for my whole 
Life , and hath in great kindneſs 
told me.how I may faye it, I will 
| Cares 


\ 
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carefully keep to his methods, 
knowing, that 1f I uſe not the means 
given me for the avoiding of fin, 
I ſhall be both guilty of che fin I 
commir, and of negligence in not 
endeavouring to prevent It, and ſo 


draw upon my elf fooliſhly a 


double curſe. He hath called me 


to the heavenly Journey , and I 
will undertake if, It is an eafie 
thing to take a Map and travel 0- 
ver a great part of the World by 
the Eye; but he that will arrive 
at a Country far diſtant from his 
own , muſt go over many craggy 
Hills, paſs through many deep 
ways, and croſs rough Seas before 


he can get thither ; he that will 


not begin his Journey except it be 
made as eaſie to be performed , a3 
I 4 tO 
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_ tobe looked over in a Map, doth 


plainly ſhow thar he did never 
heartily, or elſe moſt fooliſhly , 
deſign it. He which hath a Watch 
in his Pocket may expe that it 
ſhoul4 tell him the hours of the 
Day, but not unleſs he ſkrew the 
Spring to a juſt ſtrength, and wind 
it up at due ſeaſons, God hath put 
a Divine Principle like a Spring 
of holy Life in our Souls, and it 
will ſhow its force in us by ma- 
king us feel in our ſelves a ſtrong 
propenſion to God, and an incli- 
nation to all goodneſs; but we muſt 
wind it up daily , and ſtrengthen 
it with ſuch Meditations and Pray- 
ers as may keep it in vigor. Of 
what life is a Watch , when the 
Snring is ſpoiled or unbent ? Di- 

Es _ ving 
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vine Grace is like ſparks of Fire 
4. hid in the Soul, but we muſt blow 
them up, as the Apoſtles word is 

( davaCumerty ) the Fire will go , 7m r, 

out, which is not maintained with © 
proper fewel, and the Spirit may 
be quenched. "—_ 

2, The forementioned Temper 
is rejeQted by the fincere Chriſtian; 
| becauſe it is ſordid, and would 
ſerve the great and good God with 
that which coſts lictle or nothing. 
He that would do as little as he can 
in Gods ſervice, hath but mean 
thoughts of that great God with 
whom he hath to do, and under- 
ſtands not the greatneſs of that re- 
ward which God hath in his infi- 
nite goodneſs promiſed to ſuch as 

' ſerve him fincercly ; or 1s fo baſe, 

= | that 
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that however he will do no more 
than pleaſeth himſelf in pouit of 
Obedience. If chis Chriſtian had 
been a Jew, you ſhould have fcen 
him go. tro his Fold, and there 
ſeek up and down till he had found 
out a ſheep, either lame, or ſuch 
as had but one eye, 1f none were 
quite blind, and that he would 
have gone and offered for a Sacri- 
fice; but God did then , and doth 
ſtill abhor chat vile Temper, It's 
true, God'is fo good, thar'in ſome 
caſes he doth accept the Will for the 
Deed, when it is impoſlible ro be 


performed ; but when the Caſe is 


otherwiſe, we ſhall forfeic our 
ſincerity , and for not preparing 
our ſelves to do our Maſter's Will 
be beaten with many ſtripes, God 

1s 


concerning Repentance. 


is fo gracious, that he hath mercy 
upon our Ignorance , and pities 
our invincible infirmities, and for- 
gives that fin which we could not 
poſſibly or probably avoid , and 
he helps our weakneſſes: bur til 
requires that we. ſhould always 
frand upon our guard, watch al- 
ways againft (urprifes, as well as 
abhor voluntary Tranſgreflion,de- 
firing and endeavouring nothing 
ſo much as to pleaſe God; and fo 
much the rather, becauſe we per- 
ceive that the Maſter whom vve 
ſerve 18 ſo gracious, that he ac- 
accepts vvhat vve have done hear- 
nly and fincerely, though it vvas 
not the moſt vve could have done, 
nor done in the belt manner that 
pollibly vve could. 

| 4A.Sin- 


135 


A Diſcourſe 


4. Sincerity allo ſuppoſeth that 
vvhich Chriſt vvill require in 
every true Diſciple of his, a good 
attainment, a competent profic1- 
ency in the ſtate of Vertue. Tt 
vvere a mean bufinels, if the fince- 
rity of Chriſtian Religion ſhould 
be contrafted into a few cold 
Wiſhes, and the attainment of its 
Profellors, ſhould not exceed the 
faint Wouldings of Hypocrites ; e- 
ſpecially fince the Chriſtian Reli- 
g10N is the moſt Noble 1n its De- 
ſign, and vvorks vvith the higheſt 
Principles, and yet improve the 
progreſs of its Diſciples bur into 
ſuch a motion as a Door hath up- 
on the Hinges, and fo leave them 
in the fad condition of thoſe Hy- 
pocrites vvhom the Apoltle re- 


proacheth, 


> 
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proacheth,who were always learning, * 7" 3 


but never came to the knowleage of 
the Truth; vvho vvere alvvays. 
learning, came to thoſe places 
vvhere the Goſpel vvas taughr, bur 
vvere never able to come tocxpe- 
rience the Truth of it in them- 
ſelves. What vvas the Reaſon ? 
Becauſe they gave heed to the He- 
retical Dodrine of ſome ſeducing 
Teachers, and ſo nouriſhed their 
. Hypocrifie in Errour ; but if they 
| had received the Truth of the Go. 
ſpel in the love of it, and refign'd 
themſelves to the government of ir 
vvith fincerity, it would have made 
them another kind of people. For 


this hear our Saviour — Tou ſhall 345.32 


know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall 
make you free— If you receive my 
Go- 


ſhovv itſelf in 1cs efteAts upon you, 


Pſe18.23s 


it vvill make you free, From 
vvhat ? from the ſlavery of fin, 

from all habitual fin,and alſo from 
the as of grols fins, every one of 


vvhich 1s damnable ; Which, as _ 
7Tertullian ſaid,a Child of God can- 
not do, or muſt ceaſe to be the 
Child of God if he do them, as_ 


Murder, Adultery, Perjury, Ido- 
latry, 6&&c. And if the true Pe- 
nitent have been formerly given to 
any fin, he vvill forſake that coo : 
So David, 1 kept me from mine Ini- 
quity : yes,vvhen he had repented; 
and if he had nor, he could nor 


have had any teſtimony of fince- 


rity. The attainment of a fin- 


cere Chriſtian is to have goodneſs | |: 


ha- 
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Goſpel vvith ſincere Faith, ic vvill | 
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habitual to the ſoul, to be pleaſed 


vvith doing his Duty, For this 


ſee 1 Fobn 5. 3. Thiais the love of 


God, that we keep his Commandments, 
and bis Commandments are not prie- 
vous, For whoſoever is born of God 
overcometh the World ; and this is 


the vitory that overcometh the World, 
even our Faith. The fincere Chri- 


tian ſhovvs his Love in Obedi- 


ence, and not only fo, but delights 


todo his Duty. God's Commands 
are not grievous, 1. e. as our Savi- 
our ſaid before , bis yoke # eaſie , 
and his burden is light ; and being 
born of God , he overcometh the 
World by che Spiric .of Faith 
vvhich 1s in him, vvhichis ſtron- 
ger than the Spirit chat is in the 
World. 

This 
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This our Saviour expeds , as 
vve ſee in the promiſe vvhich he 
made after his Aſcenfion to bim 
that overcometh: not to him vvhich 
fights only ; no, but to him that 0- 
wercometb ; and this he might vvell 
do , becauſe he gave povver not 
only to fight, but ro overcome ; and 
ſaid long before, that to whom much 
is given , of them more ſhall be re- 
quired that isz ſuch improve- 
ment as may anſvver the beſtovy. 
Ing. 

When our Saviour compared 
himſelf ro a Vine, and his Ser- 
vants to the Branches of it, ſup- 
pofing that hegav2 chem ſufficienc 
vital Juyce for the purpoſe, he told 
them thac they vvere to glorifie 
his Father by bringing forth much 


frutt, 


I— 
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appear plainly to be his Diſciples, By 
which it is manifeſt, that our great 


Shepherd would have his Flock to 


be ſuch Sheep as thoſe which Epi- 


Aetus mentions, who were not to 
bring their Hay and Graſs and lay 
it before their Shepherds , ro let 
them ſee how much they had eaten; 
but having well digeſted their 
Food, 'were to bring it forth in 
Milk and Wool, and fo to ap- 
prove themſelves to him who fed 
them. _ So ſincere Chriſtians are 
not to declare what they are in 
words or profeſſion, much leſs in 
vain oftentation, .or to make ex- 
cuſes for what they are not;but ha- 
ving concotted our Saviour's Do- 
fine in their ſouls, do as IX. 

K James 


at IJ 
fruit, and then they ſhould be, and 
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an343- James teacheth, Shew out of a good 


converſation their works with meek- 
neſs of wiſacme. 

Here | think it not unfit to ad- 
moniſh every one, who would have 
the Teſtimony of their Conſcience 
concerning their [incerity,that they 
ſhould take heed of excuſing them- 
ſelves to God, when they are not 
ſuch as they ſhould be; no,though 
they may ſeem to have ſome places 
of Scripture on their ſide, And 
for this I think it may not be a- 
mils to relate to you, what Sc,Chry- 
foftome told his Church ar Conftan- 
tinople upon this occafion ; he had 
ofren reproved them for going to 
the Heathen ſhows, which by their 
immodeſty were offenſive to the 
chaſte, and alſo odious by their 
cruel 


| 
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concerning Repentance. 
cruel effuſion of Humane blood :; 
After this ſome of his wandering 
Sheep had gone to them again , 
and when he ſtill continued his 
Reproof, they anſwered, That try- 
ly they did what they would nor, 


bur chought that was no great mat- 


ter, ſince St, Paul made the ſame 
Defence for himſelf ; and ſo they 
were not more to be blamed than 
he, fince they diſliked what they 
did. This hypocritical pretext 
put the holy man into a fir of paſ= 
fionate Zeal, and he-fell thus up- 
on them ; What, ſays he, do you 
not only. ſerve fin, but abuſe the holy 
Scripture 2 Do you ſatisfie your lufls, 
and then reproach the honour of an 
Apoſile 2 I, I, every one that loves 


" to fi In , defires to find out ſome excuſe, 
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which might maintain his prafiiſe;and 
now you fall foul upon an Apoſtle, X. 


thongh I know it 4s not with an intent 


to reproach him , but to make an 4- 


pology for your ſelves. Then that 
they might not think that St, Paul 
ſpake thoſe words in that Chapter 


of himſelf;bur in the perſon of one + 


in conflit with ſin, but at preſent 
overcome by it, and being ſenſible 


of his Danger, cries out, 0 mi- 
ſerable man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liver me from this body of death? and 
that Sr. Paul himſelf was not now F 
carnal, fold under fin, to obey _ 


what it commanded ; he adds , 
Was St. Paul carnal, in whom Chriſt 
lived, who was governed by the Holy 


Ghoſt, who had Chriſt always Sþeak- = 


ing in him ? &c. To which one / 


may 
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may very well add, Whar, was Sr. 
Paul only a Servant of Chrilt's in 
Notion of Mind, but not in O- 
bedience of Will , who had ferv- 
ed him faithfully ſo many- years, 
and ſuffered the loſs of all things 
for him , and was ready to do fo 
again ? Whom the Law of the Spi- 
rit of Life had made free from the 
Law of Sin and Death ? who lived , 


 Þ but no Jonger he, but Chriſt in him, 


willing what he would in him,and 
doing what he would by him ; for 
to him he had refign'd Soul and 
Body ? Strange ! Is it the Art of 
a true Chriſtran to contrive how 
he may evade his Duty inſtead of 
doing it? Will any wiſe man build 
the peace of his Conſcience, and 


' lay the ſtreſs of his hopes upon 
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Excules ? Can any man make us 
believe that the chief of the Apo- 
ſtles was ſo dull, as not to ſee a 
difterence between an Excuſe and 
an Aggravation? Doth any thing 
aggravate a fin more than to com» 
mit it againſt ones conſcience? Was 
this the ſincerity of an old Diſci- 
ple, the attainment of Paul the a- 
ged ? Had he bur fo learn'd Chriſt, 
or taught him no better * To ex- 
cuſe himſelf that he finned, he did 
what his Conſcience told him he 
ſhould not have done ? He hath 
rejeged this vile pretence as much 
as can be in two places, where 
he ſpeaketh plainly of him- 


48.13.14 lelf, I have lived in all good Con- 


ſcience to this day; 1, e, according 
fo the Principlez of Verctue, 
which 


concerning Repentance. 
which he had being a Jew; and 
what, did he grow worſe after- 
ward? No: for he faith, that 
having received Chriſtian Princi- 
ples, he did then, as being more 
obliged , exerciſe binſelf always to 4% 
have a Conſcience void of offence to 
God and Man. It had been a brave 
Defence (hd it not? for the 
Primitive Chriſtians to have told 
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J- the Heathens according to this in- 


terpretation, that they defired to 
be better than they , bur were in- 


z deed as bad ; eſpecially ſince they 


had rece1ved in their Regeneration 
a power, which enabled them to 0- 
vercome thoſe fins ro which the 
Heathens were ſlaves. For ſo the 
ſame Apoſtle, Wakk in the Spirit , .. 
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4 and you ſhall not fulfil the Lusts of 
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the Fleſh. Not that he meant dul- 
ly, if they live in the Spirit, they 
ſhould not live inthe Fleſh ; no, 
but that,if you follow the condut 
of the Spirit, you will receive 
thoſe afliſtances from it, which 
ſhall -nable you to overcome thoſe 
Fentations which Hypocrites pre- 
tend asthe only Excuſes,why they 
live after the Fleſh. But theſe aſ- 
ſiſktances muſt be made uſe of. A 
man may be overcome of a- 
nother, not ſtronger than himſelf, 
if he will not uſe the Arms which 
he hath to defend himſelf, Ir is 
promiſed that if we reſs5t the Devil, 
he ſhall fly from us — But can any 
man think that if he do not reſiſt 
che Devil, he will fly from him ? 
or that his yielding to the Devil 
—” will 
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will be any excuſe to him when he 
is overcome, and made his Slave , 
when he did not refiſt him ? 

To cloſe this; fince fooliſh 
Excuſes are uſeleſs in theſe mat. 
ters, let every fincere Chriſtian 
ſay to himſelf — O my ſoul, it is 
time for thee to know what thou 
haſt attained in Chriſtian Relig1- 
on,co ſeek a proof of Chriſt dwel- 
ling in thee, and to find a good 
Evidence of true goodneſs. What 
deth all that thou haſt done amount 
to ? Doſt thou find in thy (elf a 
thankfulneſs which 1s in ſome good 


mealure anſwerable to the goodneſs 


of Chriſt's Love, 'and the many 
Benefits which thou haſt received 


from him 2 - Haſt thou that Reve- 


rence towards him which 1s due to 
the 
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the Dignity of his Perſon ? Is thy 
Temper conformable to his Go- 
{pel, and thy Life to his holy Ex- 
ample ? Doft thou only pleaſe thy 
ſelf in the contemplation of Divine 
Truths, and reſt in the ſpeculati- 
on of heavenly things ? doſt thou 
not allo endeavour to find the pow- 
er of Goſpel Motives working in 
thy ſoul to the ends for which they 
were propounded 2 Doſt thou 
carefully read the holy Goſpel, that 
thou mayeſt not be ignorant of, or 
forget any part of thy Duty, and 
then pray with hearty Devotion for 
| Grace to heip thee to obey, and 
then makeſt uſe of what is beſtow- 
ed, that thou mayeſt receive more, 
as need ſhall require ? Doſt thou 
give thy ſelf leave to make Hypo- 
critical 
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critical Excuſes for Diſobedience, 
and pretending that Chriſt is made 
Righteouſneſs to us, thinkeſt that 
thou mayeſt indulge ſome fin in 
thy ſelf ? or rather abhorring that 
| falſneſs, doeſt thou endeavour to 
oive Teſtimony of thy Love to 
Chriſt's Perſon , by obeying his 
Commands, and ſeckeſt Reconci= 
liation with God only upon the 
terms which he hath appointed ? 
Doſt thou find that as the firſt 
purpoſes of thy ſoul were to obey, 
ſo the habitual inclination of thy 
mind doth propound ſtill the ſame 
way, and that the conſtant work- 
ings and daily motions of thy ſoul 
are all ſer for the accompliſhment 
of thy holy purpoſes 2 The good 
man, who finds that ir is thus with 
him, 


IS 
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him, will be conſcious to himſelf 
of his fincerity to God;the inward 
ſenſe and feeling of his ſoul will 
tell him,thar his Converſion is fin- 
cere:; as a man knows himſelf to 
be an honeſt man, who endeavours 
in all his ations to keep himſelf 
cloſe to the Rules of good Life. 

5. To what hath been faid I 
need ad no more, but that the fin- 
cere Chriſtian makes a daily pro- 
oreſs towards the perfeftion of 
degrees, goes on to perfedion, as the 
Author to the Hebrews ſaid. The 
fincere Chriſtian doth not make ir 
his work vainly to compare him- 
ſelf with others, whoſe dete&s he 
thinks he hath eſpied, and pleaſe 
himſelf in what he hath attained, 
becaule they are not ſo good; but 
hum- 
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humbly defires by daily endeavors 
to grow better than himſelf, and to 
bring the fincerity of his eſtate 
nearer to the perfe&ion of Degrees. 
He is mindful of the advice given, 
to grow in grace, and in the know- 


ledoe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He 


grows in knowledge, who under- 


{rands his way to God better and 
better ; for the light of the Righteous 
ſhines more and more to perfeti day. 
The Traveller that underſtands 
his way pretty well, having a 
great Journey to go, riſech 1t may 
be by Moon-light, or takes ' the 
firſt dawnings of the Morning for 
his Guidance;but- as the day comes 
on, he grows more afſur'd by the 
clear light, But he grows in 
| Grace too, 7. e, he 1s bettered in 
| ſoul, 
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ſoul, and does his Duty to God 
better , and rides on more confi- 4 7 
dently, and with more ſpeed.as the j 
Traveller doth when he hath more | | 


We learn from the Apoſtles of 
the Goſpel Afiſtances bringing a 
£2k.4-13 good Chriſtian ag d&vSeg TeAJoy, to 
a perſeft man, to that meaſure of ſta- 
ture which #4 full of Chriſt; and makes 
the Chriſtian like a man whois ar- 
rived tothoſe years which beftow 
upon him a great vigor of ſtrength, 
a firm conſtitution (z3Teno u@- 
2 Co1Þ T « wv) Which the Apoſtle pray- 
” ed for the Corinthians, which he 
there calls zg@en(15, confumma- 
tion in grace, which the Romans 
having obtained , he ſaid of them, | 
Kor+15- that they were fall of gooane(s. Our \} 
""—_ 


light to affure him of his way, | 
| 


/l- 
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Saviour is faid to have gromn 25: 
in Fature of body, in ſpirit, and in 


favour with God and Man,j.e,to have 


increaſed in ſuch Vertues , and a- 
bounded in ſuch A@ions, as did 
exceedingly pleaſe God and Man, 
St. Fobn calls this profpering in foul 3 7% * 
by merciful Addicions of grace, 
Which he prayed for his Friend 
Gaius. 

That which-a good man ſhould 
endeavour in this matter, St, Paul 


| hathexprefled tothe life in his own 


praCtiſe,t.e, [ have not yet attained 1 +5 
am not made ferfef, but I follow on, 
that I may pet to the further ena,Chriſt 
leading me by the hand, and helping me 
forwara,which makes me to forget what 
73 behind, and to add to what I have 


done well, creeping forward, andpreſ- 
ſing 


ſing towards the Mar k.that [ may not _ 


Pp ſal:34. | 


come ſhort of the prize. T will end 
this Diſcourſe with a ſhort Gloſs . 
upon what is ſaid by David in a 
pathetick Pſalm, who makes menti- 
on of the great deſire which the [/. 
raelites had under the Moſaick Di- 
ſpenſation to goto Zeruſalem, that 
there they might enjoy the preſence 
of God in his Temple; and this 
paſſion did ſo tranſport them, that 


they envied the Happineſs of Spar- 


' rows and Swallows , Birds which 


had leave to make their neſts there; 
but more admired the felicity of 
God's Servants who dyelt in that 
Houſe, enjoying the manifeſtations 


_ of the Divine Preſence, and prat- 


fing God continually for the ma- 
ny and great Mercies which they 
had 
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had received from him, and chen 
protouncing them happy in whoſe 
hearts were the ways thither, 7. e: 
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who ſet and prepared their minas, 


refolving to be there, and paſling 
from Valley to Valley ( for the 


Rode lay from Hil to Hill ) wich 


unwearicd ſteps travelled till they 
came to that moſt defirable place, 


—This doth every ſincere Chriſti- 


an; his aim 1s at the heavenly Ze- 
ruſelem, i, e, the Vifion of Peace 
which is in the preſence of God, 


and he makes all his life one con- . 


ſtant Journey thither, and isthere- 
fore truly called one of that Gene- 
ration of Travellers who march to- 


wards Sion, and each day of his 


life is a ſtep in his way: and though 
by the common accidents of. this 
L life 
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life he may. be fo hindred that he 
(hall flack his pace awhile, and by 
the flumbers of che Night neceſfa- 
ry to refreſh his wearied Body,his 
more ative thoughcs are laid a- 
ſleep ; yet the very Night paſling 
on with filent Minutes carries him, 
_ as a ſhip under ſail doth the Paſ- 
ſenger ſleeping in his Cabbin, 
nearer to. his Port, and when heis 
awake, perceiving that he is ſtill 
in his way, he goes on rejoycing, 
and makes what haſte he can to 
come to his Journeys end,the fru. 
ition of God: in Heaven, 


Having ſhown the Nature of 
Repentance, I come now to urge 
the PraQtiſe of it with three Mo- 
tives, which. are theſe, 


1, The 
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x. Thefirſt is taken from the 1 
reaſonableneſs of Repen- 
tance in Its own Na- 
cure, | 
2, The ſecond is that En- 
couragement which we 
have to it from the goad- 
neſs of God, who is wil- 
ling to forgive ' the Peni- 
tent, 
6 J. The third is taken from 
the great and inevitable 
_ Miſchief which awaites' 
Impenitence. 


8, Ir is ficthat ſinners ſhould 
repent, becauſe fin is the moſt 
unnatural thing in the World, The 
ſtate of fin is a contra-natural 

0 ; and the aQtions in which 
WY it 
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it expreſſeth it ſelf, are moſt un- 
reaſonable. When Fobn the Bap- 
tiſt was ſent before our Saviour to 
prepare his way, that is, to dif- 
poſe men for the receiving of his 
Goſpel, which is called Luke 1.17. 
to make a people ready prepared 
for the Lord, when he begun his 
work, by turning the diſobedient to 
the wiſdom of the juſt ; he was ſaid 
Mat.17.11.$g95& vo mavG,to reflore 
all things ; the word ſignifies Re- 
ponere in nature congruentem ſlatum, 
to reduce men into a ſtate agreea- 
ble to Nature, which by fin was 
_. diſcompoſed. What can be more 
unnatural, than for the hearts of 
Fathers to be ſet againſt their Chil- 
dren, and for Children to hate 
their Parents ? Our of that unrea- 

ſon- 


concerning Repentance. 161 


fonable courſe of fin he brought 
them by Repentance into their na- 
tural Station, 
For the reaſon aforeſaid , fin 
in Scripture is called difr ation of 
mind; for when the Prodigal Son 
made ſenſible of his Error . re- 
turned to his Duty, he is ſaid, eic {ke * 
£awmy £AFeiv, to cone to binſelf, 
Sin had made him mad. The Pro- 
phet [ſaiah gives notice of the ſame 
thing, when he ſaid , Shew your 746% 
 felves men, return to your mind, ye 
Tranſoreſſors. He that fins runs a- 
way from God and his own Rea- 
ſon both ar once, Refipiſcentia, the _ 
Latin word for Repentance, fays 
the ſame; for he that Repents doth, 
as Laflantius ſays, Mentem quaſi ab 
inſania recipere, Str. Paul in the 
EL 3 1e- 
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* Tim, ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy , calls it 


'AvavaÞ{y , to awake one out 
of a drunken ſleep. Thoſe who 
ſlight the great Reaſons of their 


Duries to God, and leave them- 


felves to be hurried on in the 


courfe of their lives by brutiſh 


Appetites , a& but like men who 


"are mad or drunk; and they will 


confeſs it, if ever they do return 
to a right uſe of their mind and 
ſettled thoughts , which he hath 
loſt who thinks he may be and 4b 
what he will, Nothing bur want 
of Reaſon will make any man pre- 
fer the looſe Wir of a mad man, 
and the wild motions of a Luna- 
tick, before the wife thoughts and 


regular ations of ſober men. He 


which fins tears all the Obligari- 
| ONS 


/ 


concerning Repentance. 
_ ons by which God hath engaged 

him to Obedience , breaks all the 

Bonds which his Almighty Crea- 

cor hath laid upon his Soul, as the 

Frantick in the Goſpel did thoſe 

which were upon his Body; but 
he hath another ſenſe of things , 
and will not do ſo, when he is re- 

ſtored ro a right mind, 

Ir's true, 1t did not pleaſe God 
at firt to make us immutable, yer 
that we might not fall into Error 
by ſudden ARions, he made us a- 
ble to deliberate; and fince we 
do nothing ſo well uſually but it 
may bs bettered, and do many 
things ſo ill that they ought to be 
mended , he gave us the power of 
Animadverfjon , that by reflett- 
ing upon our ſelves and aQtions , 
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we might corre by after endea- 
yours that which was not ſo well _ 
done at firſt; and it 1s moſt rea- 
ſonable that we ſhould make uſe 
of this power, and fit for the Pe- 
nitent to ſay, It was beſt indeed 
not to have finned , but it 1s nexc 
beſt to repent ; and fince 1 cannot 
recall whats paſt, yet I will mend 
It as well as I can, as he ſaid, 
vaw 00” tEnugerov Tal Wei 


Xeg9va 2 


] will endeavour to undo what was 
il dene in my former life. I will, 
as St. Fobn ſaid of our Saviour, Ag- 
gay Þ &ugenay, do what I can to 
deſtroy my fins. Another Peni- 
rent ſaid well, 

— Ty 
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1.e. having committed a baſe fin, 
I will endeavour to mend it; 'A- 
varaGtr, among other chings,fig- 
nifies to reſume a work, to do it 
better, to make up a defett. 

A finner , among other words 
In Scripture , is ſaid <,ugelv , 
which ſignifies ro miſs the mark ; 
and therefore he ſhould repenr,and 


|\. learnto aim better. Sin , among 


” other names, is called *ATmzm, 
which ſignifies a going aſtray. He 


muſt needs be out of his way, who 


by fin is departed from the God of 
} his life; and therefore he ſhould 
(ake 
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21, 


take up, as the Apoſtles advice is, 
Repentance towards God; 1. e, he 
ought to repent and return to Gad, 
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We have been told, and thattruly, 


that Ictong tvCwi ag &, Tr\{worws 
Jung fax K THNQ)- fois 1) mos 
Toy Ozy ave@oic, that the begin- 
ning and end of all happy life and 
perteGion is the lifting up of our 
ſouls to God. And by another, 


that man is #m15eeÞ4dv ntog Þ Ot 1 


mewn, that a man doth natu- 
rally return toGod, and therefore 
if we have by fin gone aſtray from 
him, and our own Nature, 1t is 
moft reaſonable, as his words are, 
Try avyIy Þvy1? Th arnreÞto v- 


of our flight from above , from 
God and Vertue, by returning to 
him. To 


yn 14, to repair the miſchief | 


/ 


| 


concerning Repentance. 
To ſhow the reaſonableneſs of 


(| Repentance a lictle further, I ſhall 


only add two things to be confi- 
dered, viz, 


I. That fin is the ſickneſs, 
deformicy , and pain of 
the ſoul, | 

2, That ir is a bold con- 
rempt of that excellent 
Order, which the Divine 
Wifdom hath planted in 
Humane Nature. 


rt. Sin is the ſickneſs, defor- 
mity, and pam of the foul, and 
is as deſtruQive of its health, beau- 
ty, and fafety, as' diſtempered 
humours, defe@ in any Member, 
folurion of parrs , or diſlocation 
of 
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of a Joynt can be to the Body;and 
if it be not tim:ly cured, will be 
the death of the Soul. Therefore 
the recovery of a ſinner 1s expreſ- 
ſed in Scripture by words which 
fignitie Reſtoring of health co a 
fick Man, the cure of a wound , 
the Reparation ofa decayed or loft 
Senſe, the ſetcing of a diſlocated 
Bone in the right place again, and 
giving eaſe to one that is in pain, 


And there is good Reaſon for it: 


For 1s not an ignorant mind as bad 
as a blind eye? A will diſabled 
co all virtuous choice worſe than 
a lame hand ? And vile affe&tons 
more ugly than diſtorted Mem- 
bers? An evil Conſcience as af- 


flidive,as a Cancer in the Breaſt ? 


 Pining Envy as vexatious as the 
gnawing 


[ I 
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1 gnawing of the Stomach ? Art not 
{1 the Furies of Luſt, and the Rage 
of Drunkenneſs or Helliſh Malice 


as unnatural Diſtempers in the 


1 Soul as Feveriſh heats in the Bo- 
dy? Ts not the Soul as much tor- 
mented with thinking of the folly 


of Surfeits, as the Body is afflited 
' with the bad conſequences of 


them ? Is not inſatiable defire of 
worldly Greatneſs , Riches, and 
Pleaſure, as bad as the Hydropick 
Thirſt ? 

A man would think himſelf in 


abad Condition, if he ſhould find 


himſelf deprived of Senſe, deform- 
e in any principal Member, 


1 weakned in the powers of his Bo- 


dy, troubled with a deaf Ear, a. 


| lame Hand, and gouty Feet, his 


Blood 


_ yy 


Blood inflamed, and feel himſelf I 


racked with che pain of the Stone; 


he would have o little pleaſure i" 3 


himſelf that he would hare life: 
But he who is corrupted with fin 
1s in a worſe condition , for he hath 


neither beauty, health, or vigour 


in his Soul. He is maimed in his 
excellent Faculties, diſabled to the 


uſe of his beſt powers, and hath 


defaced the beauty of his Soul , 
Which is Verrue. A good man 


is pleaſed with himſelf , becauſe 


he feels that his ſoul is in health, 
and 'that all his powers are in due 
ſymmetry, and finds that in his 
ſoul which ſhould make a man 1m 
love with himſelf, He perceives, 


as Plato ſaid, that he is fv XENgo > 


uirQ, + x3y, of 2s his Scholar | 
Plotin - 


= Wc, as OTC TH 
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 Phitin expreſied it, £1G0v xg26y, in 
_ the Plalmiſts words, beautiful with- 
in,that his ſoul is adorn'd with the 
_ eaTrAdes Thy cesmor, as Phils cal- 
led. ic, with compleat vertue,which 
is the higheſt participation of the 
Divine Nature, by which we are 
_ capable to imitate God, which we 
- | thendo when our ſouls are inrich- 
| cd with the ſincere Love of God, 


: | 

_ true Wiſdom, venerable Prudence, 
X xa Juſtice, Godlike Benignity, 
. | generous Courage, lovely Tem- 


| -perance, pure Chaſtity-, diſcreet 
« | Moderation, compoſed Pafions ; 
and in ſhore, when we have, as he 
n laid, Emmiuug@ RGACE TEES 
s, | KGASS *z "- cw Pegra,ph NwE-Eeae 
6 | CEETIC I vs Sako dc, honeſt Endea- 
ar | Yours, good Defigns, prudent 
ns Con-. 
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Converſation, temperate Manners, | 
and indeed all the A@ions and 


Diſpoliciens of Vertue. 


Theſe are the faic Delineations 
of the Divine Image, and finding 


thoſe in his ſoul, a good man is 
pleaſed with himſelf , and defires 
co be as he is. 


Bur theſe beautiful Charafters 
of Immortal Spirits areall defac'd 


by wickedneſs ; and after they .are 


blure'd, whenſoever the finner is 
forc'd tohold a Looking-glaſs be- 
fore his ſoul, he throws it away, 
becauſe he cannot endure to ſee 
himſelf. Ariſtotle ſaid well con- 


cerning this, & 1 ayjvelay o av- 


oc 8&8 nec Eavey G1Mxas WYg- 


xi, Ma To pundtv exdv Quan- 
Tov, A bad man hath no love 


love 
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love. for himſelf, becauſe he finds 
nothing in himſelf that is worthy 


to be loved. Much to the ſame 


purpoſe Philo Fud. A wicked mat 
hath no joy in himſelt,after he hath 
debauched his Nature, and viti- 
ated whatſoever was good in it, 
Mnd@ey £01 oeeac amor, having 
now nothing to rejoyce in, And 
writing upon that Verſe in Geneſts, 
that afrer man had perverted his 
Nature by fin, as a puniſhmenc 
the Earth brought forth for his 
ſake Briers and Thorns, I, faith 
he, and ſo did his heart roo, it 
could not do otherwiſe, adding 
theſe words,cmm n Queley X; Act- 
xv & dev Yoxn WANs G xev- 
TSyle *y milewox0v@ dum mea ; 


-1, e. for what elſe can grow of _ 


M ſpring 
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A Diſcourſe 
ſpring upon the ſoul of a Fool, but - 
ſuch paſſions as OE PAIR and 
wound it ? 

Beſides that oli 1 have faid 
uponthis matter, I muſt add one 
particular miſchief, and that no 
ſmall one, which will always di- 
ſturb a finner, till he return co 
God by Repentance ; and that is 
an evil Conſcience, a Serpent in the 
Boſome, which hath been well re- 
preſented in our Saviour's Diſ- 
courſes by a Worm gnawing the 
Bowels, or as a Ruſt fretting the 
heart, a Fire in the Veins, It Is 
a %7ov xevleov, as Euripides calls It, 
a Divine Goad ſticking in the 
ſoul; which che Heathens acknow- 
feddged under the name of the Theſ- 


pefian Vipers , and the mercileſs 


Furies, 


concerning Repentance. Ms 
Furies, - This Gottathe Atheifh, if. 
we may believe Tully, confeſled to, 


be a: very great vexation without 
reference to: God:; his..words are. 
_ theſe, Sineulla Divine ratione gras 

we ipſrus conſcientis patdus, eft, Ir is. 
as vexatious,as the company of an; 
unpleaſant Ghoſt to ſuch as are 
haunted by it day: and'night, who 
can never be quiet till/it belaid., 

But when reſpe& 1s ha1 ta, 
God, which it muſt and. will have, 
for it 1s his Deputy, the caſe is 
much worſe; for it will torment 
the finner, both with: the ſenſe of. 
his Disfavour,under.which it puts 
him atipreſent, and with the fear 
of that puniſhment which it makes 
him expe& in time to come. It is 
a huge miſery to be in ſuch a ſtare 
M 2 as 


De N.sts 
Deor, 


Yr. 


A Diſcourſe 


as makes a man afraid of God , 
which the guilt of fin always doth. 
This I cannot better ſay, than in 
the words of a forementioned Au- 
thor,who ſpeaking of the ſad Con- 
dition in which Adam was after he 
had eaten the forbidden Fruit,and 
upon the ſenſe of his Fault had 
hidden himſelf from God, hoping, 
at leaſt wiſhing he had done ſo; 
when God enquiring after him, 
though knowing well enough where 
he was, aſked him this Queſtion', 
Adam, where art thou 2 He makes 
this Anſwer for him proper c- 
nough —Eipu wy 0: + Oton &- 
TvrdlSrreg, Gece. Tam mwhere they are, 
who are not able to look upon God; 
where they are, who obey not God, TI 
am where they are, who hide themſelves 


_ from 


concerning Repentance. 
from their Maker ; where they are, 
who are fled from vertue, and are 
deflitute of wiſdom : I am where they 
are,who tremble by reaſon of guilt and 
comardiſe. 

This being the melancholick 
condition of wretched finners, af- 
ter they come to conſider how 


things are with them in the cool 


of the day,when the heats of their 
Wine and Luſt are over;their rant- 
ing mirth ended, their Paſſions 
becalm'd, and they begin to be- 
think themſelves, and to reflet 
upon their Extravagancies,and are 
made to hear that ſti]l voice which 
call'd to Adam after his prevarica- 
tion ; Wiſe men having compared 
the ſprightly, ere, chearful tem- 
per of good men with. this Law , 


M 3 juſtly 


17 


juſtly pronounced that ivertuous 


zier.77 perſons do fot only mSxan@. Re 


'£Ivoy & PRVAg, WE, avTh THY) 
Own vixan, of 1» provi a as 
xax40y 0 Þavaoc ummzecm, 4,0. Wot 
only exceed a witious man in that 
which 4s boneſt but alſo - overcome 
 bim in'pleaſure , for which only the 
' finmer ſeems to betake bimſelf towick- 
 edneſs. And this ' pleaſure is fo 
- conliderable , that Ariflotle could 
ay chat it did exceed that -of the 
wicked, thoſe Fugitives from Ver- 
tue, Ty xa Reman 2 my Beowuw, 
"1m that it-15-more 'pure- and more 
' fohd, and ſo 18, as another-calls ir, 
99919 ce@ueylog, ſuch a pleas 
ſure as one {hall'never'have icauſe 
ro-repent-of, 


But 


(4 


\ 4 6 
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concerning B pentance 
Bur thoſe pains which I fore- 
mentioned : are.more confiderable, 


becauſe they are both more pun- 
gent and morelaſting than thoſe of 
the Body ; which made Simplicins 


ſay of chem, That they are o0ups- 


evo. T T TWfAGTI) EL X; Page 252, 
Xn Tg TEE% 2 2 [AENN0Y Excivoy dv 


07 WER paBnTHL , 7.0 that they are 


more grievous, Foy longer, and are 
barder to be cured. A bodily Di- 


ſtemper 1 1s more eafily relieved 
chan an evil Conſcience : : rake a= 


way the preſent pain, and the Bo- 
dy returns to its health ; bur the 


ſoul 1s pain'd with the remem- 


brance of what 1s paſt , and the 
ſear of what 1s to come, which | is 
t great an affliion, that many 


times it makes the preſent ſtate in- 


tolerable, M 4 There- 


189 
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| Therefore Holy Scripture and 
Ancient Philoſophers called the 
ſkate of Sin the Death of the Soul : 


So our Sayiour (aid of the vitious 


Prodigal, that he was dead; and 


the Apoſtle of the wicked world, 


that they were dead in fins and 


treſpaſſes; and the Heathen Philo- 
ſopher the ſame, Oct vodlog P Ag- 
Mts Bog oe, ec. i, e, The 


death of the ſoul is the deprivation of 


God and Reaſon which are accompani- 


ed with a turbulent conflift of inordi- 


nate paſſions. And that none might 
think that he dully ſuppoſed | chat 


| an Immortal Being can dy,he adds, 


2 Th 4c To Wh &) GheBcr a ; «Mg 
T1 & fv 2 Yroflied i.e. Not that 
they ceaſe to be,but that they fallfrom 
the pappineſs of life, And in ang- 


ther 


concerning Repentance. 
ther place he ſays, that wickedneſs 
1s the corruption of an Immortal Be- 
ing, ied Þ i Gooy ofoyre, it 
corrupts it as much as 1s poffible ; 
For this reaſon, when any of Py. 
thagoras's Sholars abandoned the 
pradiſe of Vertue , and left his 
Sociery, they hung up. a x«v@<1(- 
' 61,an empty Coffin for him, look- 
Ing upon him as one dead. And 
they might very well do ſo; for 
1s it not the deſtruftion of a rea- 
ſonable Being, 'to be corrupted in 
thoſe Principles which are effential 
to it, to be ſpoiled in its beſt Fa- 
culties, to be hindred from the 
free exercife of its Natural Pow- 
ers, fo be bereav'd of that joy 

Which a man hath when he ads ac- 
' cording co that which is beſt in 
him, 


482 A Diſcourſe 


him, to bedeadned to a vital ſenſe 
of his chief good , and to be.de- 
prived of the love of God, which 
isthe very life of good men?What- 
ſoever intercepts the favourableIn- 
Auences.of God's Benignity dath 
as much.contribute to the death 
of the ſoul, . as he, would promote 
the, bagie's life, who by ſome fatal 
obſtruQtion of the inward paſſa- 
ges ſhould hinder the communi- |. | 
cation of vital Spixits to all the 
parts of the body. What joy can 
a-man. have, when the indwelling | 
God is orieved, and the Fool lives 
in contradiftion. to the connate 
Principles of his ſoul ? 

2. | This brings me to the fe- | 
cond Demonſtration of the. Rea-. 


ſonableneſs of Repentance, becauſe | 
| fin 


"Ii 


ann «© 


concerning Repentance. 


finis an 1nfolent contempt of |that 
$ excellent order ' which God thach 
| planted in'Humanc Nature, which 
4s'his Law. upon tt, and is the 
ornament and preſcryation :of 
Ut, 
There are few who have -ſolic- 
j tle uſe of their ſoul beftoweds up- 
| ton them, but that they know they 

-are better than their Bodies, and 


” 'F that: the Faculties: of it:do tranſ- 


27S 


- cen thoſe of the-ſenſual Part;and 
"that the mind doth not only under- 
ſtand what :is:beſt, but hach Autho- 
rity beſtowed upon it .to govern 
ithe bodily:Appetites, which being 
 :anferiourin Nature, :and needing 
a:Guide, ought to receive Law 
-from ir, 


The 


A Diſcourſe 


The ſoul doth diſcover, being it 
{elf taught of God, by irs natural }- 
light and ſuper-added Revelation, 


what is the happineſs towhichicwas 
made, the beſt good of which it 15 
capable, and ſhows the means by 
which it may be attained,diretts 6 
afliſts in the uſe of them, propounds 
rational Arguments to perſuade to 
uſe and perſiſt in the uſe of them,ve 


can baffle ſuch Obje&ions as are " 


raiſed, either by the homebred E- 
nemy, or Forreign Tentations, to 
hinder the ſoul in its chearful pro- 
greſs towards its Felicity. 

The ſoul tells us what ſatisfaQtion 
is allowable to the bodily appetites, 
diſtinguiſheth between lawful and 


EXo 


"Ws 


azyful,8& utterly forbids the lat- 
; nd commands that there be no || 


Q a mi A &O5 £” kw . IN qND) ©) ty a 


concerning Repentance. 
exceſs in the former , ſhows what 


1. Moderation is,and the benefit of it, 


and repreſents the miſchief as well 
as the [in of exceſs, &threatensdeath 
upon the eating of all forbidden 
Fruit. Order 1sthen obſerved, as it 
ought to be, when all the Faculties 
do obey this Superior, upon whom 
God hath beſtow'dpower todiſcern 
Freedom of choice, and authority 
to command, For which reaſon an- 
cient Philoſophers have call'd it by 
| very agreable Names, as the T; 
'Hypagrixor x, Cuvapus agony, 
becauſe it 1s the part to which is 
committed the guidance of all the 
reſt, It was called alſo *Hyoa@p- 
and *Emborwe, tAxHoves 5) The 
\loxic Suvapds, ima, that which 
J. rides and governs the lower Fa- 
culties, 


A Difcourſe' 


culties, asthe Charioteer doth his: }_ 


Horſes with Rains ; becauſe It was: 
placed in man to: guide the Aﬀe... 


ions, and condu@ the Faculties: | 


* of fon! and body in what way they: 


ſhould go, and what pace, and'to | 
reach them when to reſt,and wher | 


they went aſtray to curb their Ex- 


into the right Path, Ir is worthy 


of all reaſonable Beings to main- 
rain this Dignity, and - 1t 1s their 
Duty to ſee that it be not trampled 
upon. This made a great Philo- 
ſopher ſay, that when a man 1s af- 
faulced by any ſenſual Tentation,, 

he ought Thy hoyaxam Ouvatuy "oy 
yEleoy m80ct Tho SERITEN ras 


eSliopagoc, mee The xD vow 


xenow F oix4dSy tveey1udv— and (6 
The 


concerning Repentance. 
Te uvapus No 431m &0g\tvroy 
3 i qvazav, i. 6 to ſtir up his ratt= 
- {| onal power to defend its proper 


| Dignity, and to ſecure the exer. 
yp | cilc of its Faculries according to 
y | their proper nature, and fo tokeep 
v {| the Reaſon of his mind from being 
- | enflay' d.. 
N Who knows not that the Iraſci- 


ble Faculty which is itt us will 
- 4 tempt us,when occafion is offered, 
r | to-anſwer Reviling with Reproach, 
d | and Wrong with Revenge ? but 
> | ther) 9e7oy is able, as Simplicins 
- ſaith, pay + ev Þ Op 1þuv xunee VAgu- 
| 7, notto ſuffer the Dog which 
& | 1s In us to bark, much leſs to * 
& | bite : and to return Good for E- 
w | vil, both in Words and ARions , 
{0 Þ Entreating for Rudeneſs, and for 
Curfing, 
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Curfing Prayers. And for the 
Concupiſcible part, it can deny 
what it craves, it can reduce the 
ſenſual Appetite to that order 
which Nature requires, and bring 
it inco a leſs compaſs than the juſt | 
meaſure of Nature, if it pleaſe: and 
tro ſhow its full Authority over all 
ſenſual Inclinations and Imprefli. 
ons, it can appoint what is contra- 
ry to their Tendence , and having 
reſolved againſt it, can put what it 
hath decreed in Execution, and ſo 
though the Inferior part rebel , it 
ſhows irs power, being enabled by 
God avreydy x; xecrsiv,to reſtrain 
it, and maintain its own Superiori- 
ty. 
T'rs true, bodily Objefts preſen- 
ted by the Senſes will enter into 
the 


" the imagination, and by ſudden - 
Phantaſms make ſome impteſſion 
upon the ſoul, but the mind can 
caſt them out again, can withdraw 
it ſelf from the confideration of _ 
them, -can preſently think upon 
other things,and as it pleaſeth de- 
liberate whether that which the 3 
fleſh deſires be fit to be grantedor . = 
no; andif it be not, can reje& =» 
it ; and net only refuſe to do that 
which would gratifie the ſenſual 
part, but the quite contrary, 2 
St, James ſays that Luſt, whenit ,,,... 
bath conceived;bringeth forth ſin; and 
fin, when it 3s finiſhed , bringeth forth 
death, Tentationis to fin are pre- 
ſented; if the Will embrace them; 
Luſt conceives; and if it goes on 
to aRion it brings forth. death : but 
N if 


he 
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A Diſcourſe 1 
if a man reje& che Allurement,and JF 
deny the conſent of his Will, and Þ} 
refuſe to a&t according to the in- 
citations of fleſhly Appetites, the 
Cockatrice is killed in the ſhall}, 
and ſo cannot live to bite and 
hurt. 

Thus we are ſecure in the Ob- 
ſervation of God's Order, which if 
we negle&, the miſchief of our 
diſregard will ſoon appear in che 
ill Conſequetices which attend it: 
For God hath ſo framed the Na- 
ture of our Souls , and fo order- 
ed our moſt important Concerns , 
that we cannever break his Order 
but we ſhall ſuffer for it. What 
we neplet at preſent will meet us 
in bad effe&s afterward, When 
a man hath flighted the Govern- 

ment 


I 


'” concerning Repentance. 
' went ofhimſzf;and laid. che Raing 
upon the neck.of the Beaſt,he ſhall 


foon find himſelf ſerv'd by. his un- 
ruly Paſſions, as Hippolytus was by 
his Horſes, thrown and torn, Thi 


| loſophers called inordinate Appe- 


tite meAux4XALY Mejor, a Beaſt 
with many Heads, It is bad enough 
to conteſt with one Bealt; but it is 
much more hazardous,when a man 
muſt ſcuffle with many. To this 
dangerous Combat a finner con- 
demns himſelf : When he hath 
parted with his Reafon, he hath 
ſubjefted his mind tothe command 
of every inſulcing Appetite , and 
muſt comply with every fooliſh 
Phanſie : Being made the flaye of 
fin, he muſt, as the Apoſtle ſays, 
ſerve divers Luſts, and ſo muſt 


N 2 needs 
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A Diſcourſe 

needs be in a brave condition, be- 
ing under the Arbitrary Command 
not of one Tyrannical Patron, but. 
many, having indeed as many 
Lords as Luſts; and how baſely 


they uſe their vitious ſlaves, com- 
-manding by turns , the poor wret- 


ches feel to their grief,by the per- 
petual diſturbance which they re- 
ceive from them; being ſometimes 
more then half drowned withWine, 
ſometimes ſet on fire with Wrath, 
at other times ſwelled till they are 
ready to break with Pride, and of- 
ten thrown into all dirty plea- 
ſures, 

I am not ignorant that fome 
hardned linners fay, That they feel 
not the pains of fin which are ſo 
talked of, neither are they much 
OO 6.4 CON- 


concerning Repentance. 


concerned, though they;break that 
preciſe order which-is forementi- 
oned : They are well pleaſed with 
the life of Senſe, and are willing to 
£0 as their Appetites lead them ; 
they eſteem thatorder good enough 


which ſome call Hurry ; though 


they be cenſured, ' yet they think 
themſelves well paid for what they 
do with ſleſhly Divertiſements ; 
and whatever Divines or Philoſo- 
- phers ſay to the contrary, they ſee 
no cauſe to repent of their 
courſe. . 

\, To theſe men I hall only ſay 
two things ; 


1, That it is no fign of health 


. '1n a man. to want feel. 


IN, 
N3 2,That 
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A Dich 

+, Thar there are 'Monſtefs 
in the World, butino'Ar- 
gument can be'made from 
them againſt Nature, 


1. It isno fign of health in a 
"into 'want feeling, 'Ts'a man 
tobe acounted well, becauſe the is 
"in an 'Apeplexie, atid ſo/not ſen- 


' fible of what you ſay or do'ts him? 
Doth any mian'reckon ita perfefi- 


on'in his body to want'feeling-or 
*any other Tenſe ? The ſoul hath its 
, Apoplexie too. A manimay1o 
"debauch his Nature With'vitious 
prafiſes, that at laſt he * ſhall 'be 
paſt feeling, and commit all filthi- 
"neſs with grebditieſs, 5 as' the Apo- 
ſtle faith. He fins,” ad pleaſeth 
himſelf that he feels -hg' S492" 

Is 
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concerning Repentance. 
1s glad that he is liſted in the num- 
ber of thoſe «7191x9775. He be- 
come a whining Penitent ? No,he 
is one. of the Fortes ESprites : He 
makes.a mock of fin, Tell him 

_ of Repentance? tell them that are 
weary of their lives, he 1s well e- 

* nough, Let the fick ſend for the | 
Phyſician out of his Bed : He may 'F 
{leep long enough for him, he needs 
him. not. Its ridiculous talk to 

. Jpeak to him of a ſpiritual Guide, 
he can govern. himſelf. 

_ This ſeems to be well ; but the 
Friends of afick perſon are much 
troubled, when they perceive. that 

- he is not ſenfible of pain. or dan- 

_ ger, and they take it fora ſign. of 
approaching .death ; neither do 
they cntertain any. hope. of life, till 
N 4 they 
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they have broughthim-to a ſenſe of 


his ſickneſs & weakneſs, TheScrip- 


17in 4-2 tyre tells us of a ſeared Conſcience,8 


of ſuch whoſe minds are darkned, 
and of a reprobate mind,an undiſ- 
cerning ſoul,and of a hardned heart 
as callous as aLabourer's hand and 
of a heart waxen groſs, that is, a 


foul which hath no more ſenſe. of 


God,than the far heart of an Ox, 
which in other places 1s called the 


ſpirit of ſlumber; nothing can awake 


ſuch a perſon to mind his moſt 
important concerns. A wicked life 
benums a finner , and we are no 


more to regard his judgment of 


things,than what a blind man ſays 
of. colours. A reprobate mind js 


that ſad puniſhment which God 


doth often infli& upon wilful fin- 
NCrs, 


# - 


YH) 


deformed , 
| thoſe ncegral parts which make up 


concerning Repentance. 
ners. Since we know this, we 
need not wonder that they do not 


repent, though their Condition be 


moſt dangerous; for they under- 
ſtand it nor. 

2, There are Monſters in the 
Worid, but no Argument can be 


taken from them againſt Nature, 


Will any body fay that all ſhould 
be as they are ? Shall Error be 
ſet for a Rule ? If one be born 
or wanting ſome of 


a Body, would any that 1s in his 
Wirs be willing to be conform'd 
to that unnatural Idea? If a man 
had a Child born defcCive in any 
Limb, blind, lame, or any way 
miſhapen ; would he not think it 
a great favour, if ir might be 
granted 


granted to him, to have this Child | 
born again in a handfom form,and Þ* 
reſtored roa beautiful proportion? | þ 
Wiſe men haveever thought, that Þ © 
it is a greater monſtrofity to be | 
:7:n.39 Milhapen in Soul ; the Mind cor- 
#24.4.22 Tupred , the AﬀeRions corrupted 
with Luſt , and fo made diſho- 
nourable to the ſtate of Human }Þ i; 
ken. i. Nature. The Holy Scripture doth | + 
very juſtly call this.a Corruption | 1; 
of Haman Nature ; for every thing | -; 
-deſerves that name, when it hath | «6 
loſt that power which is the pro- | + 
-per Excellency of its Nature, and | - 
by which ir is ficted [to its End, | 1 
'This Degeneracy is ſo great, that ] . 
the Holy Scripture faith, Men are | »v 
degraded by it into the condition } |. 
of bruteBeaſts, 2 Pet.2,12, and in I 
other 


other places. The Philoſophers 
faw it by che Light of Nature, and 


1 have ſpoken more highly in the 
| caſe; -drrinn calls them &v Qworg 4rien 
Gy gG, ie. the moſt unhap- 


py #mong Beaſts —and adds, thar 
1thete be-any thing &wygrregr 3; 
Galrorppy, mote Awrerched /and 
ybjef&, a man depraved with fin is 


| har, The Poets'meant the ſame 

\yhen'they ſpoke'of the Transfor- 
1 tation of Uhyſſes this Companions, 
| %ho'by Debauchery were-turned 


Fito Swine, <grunting (in -:Circe's 


Priſon, -and -there [thrufting-our 


'their Snouts'thtough the Grates in 
* Which they-were kept Shaves. -'So 
"monſtrous is*the ftate-of: che Soul, 


- When ir'is' made 'to truekle under 
"tyery ungoverned Paſſion. 
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Second Motive, FO 


This is enough to have ſhown | 
the reaſonableneſs of Repentance; | 
and I might now add the danger I * 
which a finner incurs by Impeni- 
tence ; for he makes himſelf li- } * 
able to that Vengeance, which God | 
will take for the contempt of his 
Orders. But before I ſpeak of Þ a 

' that, I ſhall diſcourſe of my. ſe-:] 6 
cond Motiveto Repentance,which ] 

18 taken from the Goodneſs cf God | 

who is willing to forgive the Pe. | 
nitent finner ; and that is ſo great 

an Encouragement co this Duty, 

K-n-2-4- that the Apoſtle ſays it Jeads us- to. 

 Repentance, That it doth fo, will. 

be ſeen plainly in the Account 

which - 


a ET=.... - 


concerning Foromy 


| | which I ſhall give of it in fix mos 
| ciculars. 


I, The firſt "RING 
J is that Declaration which God 


hat made concerping his own 
. I- Nature, that it 1s not implacable; 
1 but that he is willing to forgive 


| thoſe who have finned, if they re- 
4 | pent of theirfins, This Goodneſs 
M, of the Divine Nature God made 
oF | [0 paſs before Moſes, when he. deſi- Zr. 


342526e 


| red to ſee the the glory of theGod- 


n | head, when God proclaimed him- 
4 | {ifrobe the Lord, the Lord God, 
| merciful and gracious, bong ſuffering, 
and abundant in goodne(s and truth , 

| Keeping mercy for thouſands, Sat 
w | 2 iniquity tranſgreſion and ſin. 
11 {| This glorious Name was given, as 
I that by which God was willing to 
be 


be known to the World; and it | 
doth give us notice of that which, |. 
doth moſt concern us to know of 2 


the Deity. 


God by his Royal Precogatina 1 


hath power to forgive,if he pleaſe, 


By right of Creation he is the So- 


vereign Reftor of the World, He 
who made all things, muſt need 
have authority to give them Law; 


it 1s fit that all Creatures ſhould o. - |: 


bey him who gave them their Be. 
ing. As he hath poyer to give 


Law; fo allo to threaten in caſe of | 
Diſobedience, and ſo he only : 
| Dominus pzenarum : the puniſhment | 


of fin is ſolely at hisappointment; 
for whatſoever miſchief fin may do 


in the Conſequences of it to others, 


it is his Law which is violated by 
It, 
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4 Py concerning Repemanc Nance. 263 | 
ir, [it is his Authority: which is af- 
fronted, 
| But as God hath only right to 
| puniſh; fo, if he pleaſe, ic is his 
4 Prerogative not to puniſh, His 
Threatnings are Conditional, and 
ſo in themſelves capable of Re- 
laxation, He may depart from 
his Right, if he will, and forgive 
| us what we are not able to pay. 
|. He may paſs by thoſe wrongs for 
\ which we can never make him a- 
, | mends, as indeed we cannot for 
e | one Sin; For, as Daniel ſaid, 7o 
$ 


” + AS. Ac 


| the Lord our God belong Mercies and **"%* 
| Forgiveneſs, though we bave rebelled 
apain$} him, As it his Royal Pre- 
_ rogative, that he can forgive; ſo it 
1 is his Divine Benignity, that he is 
| of 
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of God, for which we conſtantly } 
adore him, is a voluntary pro- | - 
penſion of the Divine Nature to 
do good to his Creatures ac« 
cording to their ſeveral Capacities; 
and he hath a particular Love to 
Mankind , which makes him wil- 
ling co promote their Happineſs ; 
and as fin is the only hindrance | 
of that, he hath declared his love 
by his willingneſs to prevent the 
miſchievous effte&s of ic by for- 
oiveneſs. Here the Divine good- 
neſs doth magnifie it ſelf againſt 
our wickednels,.. the Divine Wiſ- 
dom finds a way to fave the Of 
fender from the ruin of his own 
Folly, and God's Juſtice ſhows 
it ſelf wiſe and good, not reach- 
ing after thac ſacista&ion which 

cannot 
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cannot be had, to wit, not requi- 
ring that the Offence be undone, 
for chat cannot be ; nor yet ſeck- 
ing the utmoſt which may be had, 
which is, that the finner be de- 
ſtroyed ; but is content with ſuch 
a Reparation as may be made of 
the Divine Honour. by Repen- 
tance, by which fin 15 extirpated, 
and the finner ſaved, 

| have ſpoken of this Particu- 
lar more largely , to fix a right No- 
tion of the temper of the Deity in 
mens Souls. It 1s no ſmall com- 
fort to us that we know God 1s 
not necefiitated ro execute his 


Threatnings, and that he is of ſo 


Benign a Nature, that he is wil- 
ling to part with his Right, rather 
than ruin his Creatures, 


O This 


P n 6 & IE p > TT. A FOIA STI Wn A, > 2 " 4 
p R ae td ae . "Xp _, ky Wee Gb abies net - oY PIR mW Rb Ao ; Pt Ry ST ©, = NG 
” % 
' } L 
= by k 
” Nv _ 4 
5. 
- b: 1,05 
* a 
A Diſcourſe I 
F * # 
i : X '-.f 
. 
” 


- This is a mighty Encourage- 
ment to Repentance, and ſhould 
make every finner ſay, as the Pro- 
' phet did, Who is a God hike unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 
paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the rem 
nant of his Heritage ? He retaineth 
not his anger for ever, becauſe be 
aelighteth in mercy. Art thou ſo 
good, though I have been ſo bad? 
I will rebel no more; I hope in 
thy Mercy, I will return, 

We read that Benhadad and his 
oreat Army invaded Iſrael; and 
when they were beaten , the very 
Report that the Kings of {ſrael 
were merciful, made them come 
with Sackcloth upon their Loyns, 
and Ropes about their Necks, ſu- 
ing for Pardon with all the ſigns of 
Pe. 


Concerning Repemtance. 


Penitence and Submifſion, We are 
cold allo in the Story of Anguſtus 
Ceſar, That there was one Corocot- 
ta, a Spaniſh Thief, ſo famous 
tor doing Miſchief, that the Em- 
peror promiſed Ten thouſand Se. 
Ferces to him that ſhould bring 
him alive into his preſence, Here 
upon Corocotta fearing his danger 
if he continued his Courſe , and 
having heard of the generous tem- 
per of AuguStus, carried himſelf 
to him. It could not be the hope 
of the price ſet upon his head that 
could make him do fo ; for what 
pleaſure can a man take in telling 
money, when he is going ro be 
hanged ? but the hope of Pardon, 
which he obtained, and by the 


Nobleneſs of Ceſar.the money too. 


O 2 Sure 
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Sure the Report which we have 
heard of God, that he 3 rich in 
Mercy, ſhould encourage us to 
bring the Penitent Rebel into his 
preſence, and throw him pro- 
ſtrate before his Footſtool. The 
Throne 1s a Seat of Grace,and the 
King who fits upon it is the Father 
of Mercies, It we repent we may 


come boldly, and have a good 


hope to find favour. 

Princes do invite rebellious 
Subjets: many times to lay down 
their Arms by offering As of 
Oblivion, andit ufually prevails; 
but however it may be the W1l- 
dom as well as Clemency of Prin- 
ces, to offer pardon, becauſe they 
know no better way to overcome 
ſturdy Rebels : But the Argument 

Is 
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1s more cogent to make finners re. 
pent,when God offers pardon, be- 
cauſe he is Almighty,% ſo needs no 
Arts to reduce the Obſtinate ; he_ 
can deſtroy them when he pleaſeth; 
what he offers is mere Grace; he 
would not have them periſh 
through their fooliſh wilfulneſs: 
would he not? O then, Rebel 
Heart, wilt thou not avlopgaeiy 
Tec O91, as Clem, Alexandr.lays, 
wilt chou not run away from thy 
diſobedient Party ? It thou hadft 
been (hut up in Deſpair, as the 
Devils are, impriſon'd and made 
to know that thou wert reſerved in 
Chains without hope.rill the Judg- 
ment of the great Day, thou 
mighteſt have ſome colour for the 
hardneſs of thy heart ; but now , 
- W4Y when 


A Diſcourſe 
when Grace 1s not denied, if thou 
repenteſt not thou wilt have no- 
thing to ſay for thy ſelf. 

2. Eſpecially fince God hath 
afſured thee by an Oath, Thar he 

z:ck:33. delights not in the death of ſinners , 

"nor is pleaſed with the ruin of 
ſuch as have rebelled againſt him, 
As T live, faith the Lord, I bave no 
pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 
but that the wicked turn from his way 
and Ive, According to that of 

2 Pe1-3-7- Bt, Peter, He is not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 

come to repentance : And that of Sr, 

 17in24. Paul, He nould hawe all men to be 
ſaved, and come to the knowledpe of 
the truth. 

It's true, the Heathens painted |} 
the Godhead after a wild fort, ma- 
king 


concerning Repentance. 
king their Pagods in diſmal ſhapes 


of grim Monſters , armed with 
Claws and Teeth ; Piftures not 
unfit to repreſent thoſe Devils 
whom they worſhipped. Who 
having ſhown their Enmity to 
God in making his Creatures 1do- 
laters, declared alſo their Malice 
co Men , by making Cruelty a 
great part of their Worſhip : not 
only whilſt they forced chemto tear 
their Skin with their Nails,and cut 
their Fleſh with Knives, as the 
 Worſhippers of Bag! did,of whom 
wa read 1 /{:ngs18.26, and as other 
[dolaters did, of whom we read in 
Heathen Authors; but made them 


ſacrifice their Sons and Daughters to ;;. 166. 


Devils : or as in the next Verſe , 


to the Idols of Canaan, in whom dey _ 


O 4 were 
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were worſhipped, and whoſe bloo= [ 


dy Rites they appointed : They 
made their Children paſs through 
the Fire to Moloch ; whether they 
made them periſh miſerably in the 
hollow. breaſt of a burning Image, 
or drew them ſo long between two 
Firesthat they died, the Cruelty 
was {o great, that they were fain to 
ſtifle the ſound of their dreadful 
Shrieks with the noiſe of Drums. 
This was the ſenſe and praQtiſe of 
the Eaſtern World : and the Weſt 
was not unlike to it, for to one I- 
dol of America, Vitzliputſli,chey of- 
fered in ſome ſolemn Sacrifices 
many thouſands of Men and Wo- 
men flay'd alive, their breaſts be- 
ing cut open,and their warm hearts 
taken out and preſented ro the 
bloody 


\ 


4 


4 
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concerning Repentance. 


bloody Idol. How far our God 


is from that temper, he hath ſuf- 


ficiently declared , fince inſtead of 


making us all dreadful Examples 


213 


of juſt Vengeance in our own per- | 


ſons, he gave his own dear Son to 
die for us. 

That blefſed Son was of the 
ſame temper too, as you may ſee 
in that part of his Story which 1s 


recorded Luke 18.41. in which we. 


| are told of his approach to eruſa- 
l:m,not long before his death,where | 


4 


foreſeeing that great Change, which 


- for their fins their then flouriſh- 


ing Eſtate ſhould in a ſhort time 


ſuffer, it is ſaid, he wept over tt. 
- Wept over it ? They had given him 


cauſeto inſult over them,they were 


' as bad as finners could be. They 


had 


A Diſcourſe 
had rejeRed him the Meffiah , the 


great promiſe of God to their Na- 


tion, who came to them according 


to all the prefigurations and predi- | 


&ions which were given to their 


Fathers : they acknowledged Mi- 


racles to be a ſufficient Teſtimony 
of God's mind.,and yet diſbelieved 
him who gave them that proof': 


they - ſcorned the Doftrine of per- | 
fe Goodneſs which he caught,and | 


yet confeſſed, that never man Fþake 
a4 be ſpake : they deſpiſed the un« 
paralleld Example of all Vertues 
which he gave in his life, and put 
him to death who had done them 


all the good he could whilſt he 1i- 


ved—yer knowing that for theſe | 
things in a while they ſhould be | 


puniſhed with inexpreſſible Miſe- 
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ries, the forefight made his tears 


fall from his eyes ; and to theſe he 


| added his blood, for he died for 
thoſe who killed him, and joyned 


his Prayers to it for the pardon of 
ſuch as had made him as miſerable 
as they could. After this how 
can any finner be afraid of God, if 
he repent? 

3. The third Enconragement 


: 15, That God hath by all manner 


of Invitations called finners to 
Repentance, The Scripture .2- 


bounds with frequent Exhortations 


to this Duty , and Declarations 
of God's defire of mens Return ; 


, ſometimes it records his Expoſtu- 


lations with the Obſtinate, whom 


he allo beſeecheth by his Servants, 


and fometimes bad them in his 
Name 


A Uifcourſe 
Name to command finners to ſave 
themſelves this way, 
Exhortations we find offen in 
the Sermons of the Prophets,whom 
he ſent of old, riſing early, and 


litting up late, to warn finners of 
Maith. 2. their danger 2 and charged the | 


blood of fuch as periſhed upon 
them, if they did not do it. This 


ROS was the firſt Sermon: of our Savi- 
ar . 


| Repent, and believe the Goſpel, 
How defirous God was always 
of this in his Creatures, thele, a- 
mong many other Expreſſions,give 
Peut3. Witneſs —Ob that there were ſuch an 


that it might be well with them. 0 


32.29. that they were wiſe , that they would ; 


pf. 81 underſtand ! O that my people had 


ours Forerunner, and his own, 


heart in them,that they would fear me, 


begs 


concerning Repentance. 


| hearkened to me { O that thou badf * T 
| known in this thy Jay the things which 
| belong unto thy peace / He expoſtu- 


lates with them, Why will ye die? 
and by his Serrancs beleecheth 
them— We are Ambaſſadours for 


_ Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 


you by us, We pray you in Chriſt's 
flead, be ye reconciled to God, And 


he commands all men every where 
$- 10 repent. 


4. To perted this Encourage- 


ment , he hath aſſured pardon to - 


the Penitent by many plain Pro- 
miſes , in which God's goodneſs 


| 1s obliged by his Truth ; which 
being made, the Apoſtle ſaid well, - 
that now, God #4 faithful and juſt to 
forgive ſinners. The Benignity of 
. the Divine Nature 1s a good en- 


COU» 
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Exck.18. 
3I- 


2 Cor. 5. 
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AR, 17. 
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Petrons 
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we have firm grounds of Hope, 


plain meaſures of Expefation,and 


he which doth not give credit un- 


to them, makes God a har, as St, 


7obn ſays; puts the ſame contempt 
upon God which men do upon the 
words of vain perſons, who never 
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couragement; but when that hath Þ 
declared it ſelf in particular pro- , 
mifes enſured by God's Veracity, 


a | — rm Sm Ps be. 


mean what they ſay, or are unable .|. 


to perform what they promiſe. 


Without this Revelation a Heathen 


could ſay, Qui deſperat Deum ex- 
oſperat, nec bonum credit, 1.c, He 
which deſpairs makes God an- 


. gry , and doth not believe him to 


be good. After all this wilt thou 
not repent ? 


5.Eſpe- 


'Þ - 5; Eſpecially when. God hath 
|, given a mighty Demonſtration of 
his full purpoſe to fulfil what he 
| hath promiſed to penicent ſinners, 


| | not only declaring theſe Pro- 
| miſes by his dear fon, but by 
I making him 

[# 

. T, A Sacrifice of Expiation 
r for finners in his Death, 
e.l. and 

> | 2, Allo an Advocate for 
n_ them fince his Reſurre- 
"Mb Aion, 

le 


1. | 17, God hath made him a Sa- 
co | crifice of Expiation in his Death, 
» | An Expiatory Sacrifice is when 
1 one ſuffers for another,and ſo ſaves 
J. the other from ſuffering ; when 


Body 
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Body is given for Body, Life for } 

Life. Such was our Saviour's J 
Paſſion for ſinners : And therefore } 

1 7in.2 the Apoſtle faid, He gave himſelf ! 
"Avridvurtov \e meyTwy, 4 ranſom 

web, for all men; Or as our Saviour faid 
202% himſelf, Auregr, a Ranſom for mas- | 
ny. He gave his Life as ſuch a | 
price,by which Captives or Slaves } 
are ſet at Liberry ; and therefore Þ / 
c 

] 

[ 


641.313. he 1s ſaid to have redeemed us from |, 
the Curſe, being made a Curſe for us: 
'E£129egoe, He bought us off with 
a great price from the Curſe due 
ro our ſins, being himſelf content | © 
to be uſed for our ſakes as one | " 
who is accurſed, What worſe || t 


things could happen to any mor- | * 
tal man, than thoſe which Chriſt ]| © 


ſuffered 2 His Death was eſtcemed þ fe 
by 
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whom he ſuffered ir. 


Thus ourSaviour became our” Ay- 
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by all men as the moſt infamous 
and moſt painful, and was looked 
upon by the Eternal Father as the 
common Penance of Mankind, for 


m\luyecgave bis life for ours; and we x44.1.7 


* have ( YmoWWTewng) Redemption 
' through bis blood, the forgiveneſs of our 
ſins; Yes, through his blood : For he 
{ nail'd our Bond to his Croſs,and fo 
cancel'd it, and freed us from our 
1 Debt. Thus hath God been willing 
tolet us know, how unwilling he is 
to puniſh us if we repent, Though 
it be of the nature of puniſhment 
| that it be inflited for ſin, yet it is 
not neceſſary that it ſhould be up- 
on the perſon offending, if the of- 


fended will accept of another to 
ſufter 
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pleaſed to accept of the Temporal 


nal. 
2, 1 need not proſecute this 
comfortableArgument any further; 


God hath by ic abundantly fignifi- 
ed his mind to relieve trembling 


Propitiation for them in his Death; 


vocate for them fince his Reſurre- 
r 7et.2.1. Qhion, If any man ſin , we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Tla- 
egxayl&- In this place ſignifies one 
who deprecates Anger, mitigates 


Death of his dear Son. to free all 
penitent finners from Death Eter- 


finners, having made his Son a 


and declared alſo that he 1s an Ad- Þ 


Wrach, begs pardon for ſuch as } 
have offended, The Defign of | 
the | 
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ſuffer for him, and ſo free him. ' Þ 
This 1s our Caſe; for God was |. 


God for them. 


concerning Reperttance. 223 I 
the Goſpel is to preſerve us from 


. fin; bur if one chance to fall into 


fin, leſt he fin alſo into Deſpair, 
ir gives this encouragement toriſe 
by Repentance, becauſe we have 
an Advocate with the Father, the 


Son of God, who intercedes for 


us, pleads our cauſe in Heaven. 
This Encouragement. is great up- 
on many accounts ; 

rt, Becauſe long before his In- 
carnation he was defigned to that 
merciful Office by the Eternal 
Father : So we read in Iſaiab ;5,.1. 
( which the Evangeliſt Mark ap- 
plies ro our Saviour ) He ſhall 
make Interceſſion for Tranſpreſſors, 
deprecare the Divine Anger for 
them, appear in the preſence of 
It is a great ſatis- 
P 2 faction 


Iſ:63-16. 
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faftion to all thoughtful minds, 
that they are aſſured of the truth of | 
his Commiſſion ; We are ignorant 
upon what grounds ſome have be- 
ſtowed this part of his Mediation 
upon Saints or Angels. The Scrip- 
ture hath told us that Abrabam 
knows us not, and that Iſrael 14 ig- 
norant of us, and that n1 man taketh 
to him the honour of medlating for 0- 
thers with God, but he that 33 called 
of God, But we have great hope 
in this one Mediator, becauſe God 
hath given him the honour to ſtand 
at his Right Hand, and plead for 
finners. Heis the great Angelus 
Orationts, as I think Tertullian cal- 
led him ; who, when the prayers 


_ of Saints goes up to Heaven, puts 


in his Merits to make them accep- 


cable, 


concerning Repentance. 
table. As for others, alas , poor 


- Souls!they have no merits to make 


their own Prayers {weer, and how 
then ſhall they pertume thoſe of 


others? 


2. This our Advocate was al- 
ways, and is the moſt beloved Son 
of God. He dwelt cternally in 


- the Boſom of the Father ; a phraſe 
- which fignifies Intimacy andLove, 


He 1s one to whom the Father ne- 


ver denied any thing : ſo he faid 


himſelf, I know that thou beareſt me 
always. 

3, It is agreat Encouragement 
that we have {uch an Advocate , 


who by his Death merited a juſt 
| Right to intercede with God for 


ſinners. He might well pray for 
pardon, who offered himſelf a 
F-3 Das 
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Sacrifice of Expiation, and _ de-. 
mand the Releaſe of Caprives for 


whom he had paid the Ranſom, 
We are not to think thac in 
Heaven our Saviour prays for fin» 
ners, offering up cries with tears 
for them; but intercedes with the 
Auchority of Mediation, which he 
olxained by his Death, He ap- 
pears in the preſence of God for 
us, offering great Reaſons for our 
pardon, 
4. To this add, that he hal 


whilſt he doch this. ſtrong defires 


in himſelf to have us made parta- 


kers of it. We are told that he 
is a merciful High Prieft in things 


pertaining to God ; and that he is 


willing to make Reconciliation for 
us : not like the Maſters of Re- 
queſts 


/ 


concerning Repentance, 227. 
queſts in this World, who many 
times are ſo hard to come at, thar 

It is eaſter to ger a Perition grant- 
ed by the King, than preſented by 
his Servant. No; he1s ſo merci- 
ful,that he hath bid us come bold- 
ly to the Throne of Grace, and to #:..4.s. 
be confident that we ſhall obtain | 
mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need ; we may come ue@ 
meeenoiag, freely declare our caſe 
to God, have free acceſs to him for 

_ that purpoſe, and we ſhall not be 

| turned away with ſhame, as peo- 7: 2 

; ple are when their Petitions are 

{lighted, 

© : This goodneſs of our Saviour's 

; | Temperis an inward Advocate for 

_ us, always dwelling in his Breaſt, 


making him willing to receive the 
P 4 Per 


Matt.26, 
40,41. 
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Petitions which we offer to him, | 
and alſo to preſent them to the E- Þ 
ternal Father, and to add tothem | 


what may make them acceptable. 
He ſhow'd his benign Diſpoſition 

betore heleft this World , in that 
kind Excuſe which he made for the 
negle(t of his Friends ,, who failed 
him in a time when he much need- 
ed their Service, For though he _ 
reproved them for their fault — _ 
What ? could you not watch with me 


* one bour in this my great Agony ? yet 


he mercitully both told them their 
Danger, and how to avoid it, and 
made {ome Excuſe for them, ſay- 


Ing, The Spirit is willing, but the 


Fleſh weak, Befides this, he plainly 
ſhowed his good Temper,when up- 
on the Crols he deprecated the 
Vee 


concerning Repentance, 229 
Vengeance of the Eternal Father , 
and prayed it might not fall upon 

ſuch as had ſufficiently deſerved 

it. Theſe Conſiderations do give 

vaſt encouragement to finners to 
repent,fince by them they ſee how 

eaſily they may come to Mer- 

Cy. 

To which 1 ſhall only add one 
more, which is, Thac God hath 
declared himſelf highly pleaſed 
when ſinners do repent, and ac- 
cept of his pardon, For this take 
our Sayiour's word, [ ſay unto you, |, 
that there i great joy in the preſence *- 
of the Angels of God over one ſinner © 
that repenteth, This our Saviour 
further expreſſeth 1n the Parable of 
the Prodigal, which follows in the 
fame Chapter; tor when he came 
| back 


A Diſcourſe ; 
back from his vicious Courle, it 1 
ſaid there, That his Father, when 
be was afar off, had compaſſion on him, 
ran to meet him, fell on his Neck and 
kiſſed him , that is, gave him all 
ſigns of Reconciliation, & expreſ- 
{ed all decent Joy for his Rerurn, 
in killing the fatted Calf to make 
him a Feaſt , and adding Mufick 
and Dancing to make it pleaſant, 
Though theſe things are ſpoken 
x1YeuroTrRoc? yer we think wor- 
thily and rightly of God, when by 
ſuch Expreſſions we underſtand 
hew acceptable our Repentance 
1s to him, and by that are moved 
ro repent. 

And now upon the forementi- 
oned Conſiderations, how can the 
finner but fall upon his knees, and 
ſay? 


concerning Repentance. 
ſay? O Lord, 1 am-ſenfible of my 
folly, I am paind with my guilr; 
I am ſo obnoxious to thy wrath, 


that if thou ſhouldſt mark my fin 


in order to punifhment, I] know I 
{ſhould not be able to abide it ; 
but 1 ſee there is mercy with thee that 
' thou mayst be feared ; thy goodneſs 
leads me to Repentance, and I will 
follow its gentle condu@, and re- 
rurn to thee: And thus I make my 
Prayer ; O Lord, though | moſt 
juſtly deſerve to be condemned, 
yet I beſeech thee not to condemn 
me. What profit 1s there jn my 
Blood ? Behold, I offer thee ' for 
my Ranfom a better Life than my 
own, that of thy dear Son : and 
fince thou didit commend thy 
Love to mankind , that he ſhould 
die 
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dic for finners; O grant me part 
in that Love, Since thou waſt 
pleaſed to make to meet upon him 
the Iniquities of us all , lay mine 
upon him I beſeech thee. Ir is 
eaſier for thee ro pardon my fins, 
than to have given thy dear Son 
to be a Sacrifice for them, He hath 
more pleaſed thee by his Obedi- 
ence, than I have grieved thee by 
my Diſobedience. The voice of 
his Blood cries lowder for pardon, 
than my fins for vengeance, Since 
thy beloved Son died for our fins, 
and roſe again for our juſtificati-. 

on ; fince thou haſt reconciled me. 
to thee by his death, now much 


more [et me be ſaved by his 
lite, 


And, 


concerning Repentance, 


thou didft not refuſe to die for my 
tivs , I pray thee that T may not 
die for them too. Aﬀeer thy In- 
carnation thou didſt declare that 
thou cameſt not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to ſerve others, and (O 
 unexpreflible kindneſs ! ) to give 
thy life a Ranſom for many ; it is 
ſufficient for the fins of all the 
World ; leave not mine out I be- 
ſeech thee, but let me be one of 
theRedeemed made happy by thee, 

becauſe thou madeſt thy Soul an 

_ Offering for their ſins. Thou waſt 
pleaſed, among thy Titles of Glo- 
ry, to take this of a Saviour; and 
as thou did(t not then deſpiſe that 
merciful Office, ſo neither art thou 


| yet weary of it ; Save me, even 


me 


£33 
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me alſo, I pray thee, and ſay un- 
to my Soul, that thou art my fal- 
vation, Ir is long ago that thou 
_ didft call to rhee all ſuch as are 
weary and beavy Iaden, 1'am one of 
thoſe, O Lord, my fins ly heavy 
upon me like a load of Sand, and 
without thy help the Burden will | 
grow intolerable ; 1 beſeech thee, } 
according to thy gracious promile, 
to take ir off and give me eaſe, 0 
Lamb of God, who takes} away the 
fons of the World. 

Thou waſt pleaſed | in the Joys 
of thy Fleſh to pity the miſeries of 
finners; Thy Compaſlion is not 
withered ; thy pity 1s not dried 
up, it extends it ſelf from Gene- 
ration to Generation ; thou ſhew- 
eft mercy to thouſands, and laveſt 

(C0, 
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concerning Repentance. 226 I 


to the utmoſt of all times all that 
come unto God by thee ; I come 
unto the Eternal Father hoping 
in thy mediation; fave me 1 be- 
ſeech thee, O Prince of pity. 
Thou didſt command thy Ser- 
vants to preach Repentance and 
Remifion of ſins in thy Name,and 
didſt pray fer ſuch as ſhould be- 
heve in thee through their Word ; 
I amone of thoſe, moſt merciful 
Jeſus, let the benefit of thy pray- 
er reach me alſo, Thou. under- 
' tookeſt to make Interceſlion for 
 finners, and did{t beg their Re- 
leaſe, as well thou mighteſt , for 
thou didſt pay their Debt; O 
pray for me alſo, moſt merciful 
Advocate, When thou wenteſt 
into: "Ing Glory , thou didſt. net 
leave 
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leave the Remembrance of poor | 
Souls behind thee, but didfſt let 
them know before thy departure 
hence, that thou walt going to ap- 
pear in the preſence of God for 
them; remember me too now thou 
art in thy Kingdom, O Lover of 
Souls, whoever liveſt to make In- 
terceſſion, 

Before I proceed to the laſt 
Morive,leſt the former ſhould miſs 
their defired Effe&, 1 will ſtay 
here, and briefly anfwer two Ob-. 
jeftions, which without any juſt 
ground ſome have made to their 
own hinderance in this Afﬀair. 

1, One ſaith , That notwith- 
ſtanding all which hath been dif- 
courſed concerning the goodneſs 
of God, yet | do not know whe- 
ther. 
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; | concering Repentance, 
ther he intends any kindneſs to 
wards me in his Declarations, be. 
cauſe he may by ſome ſecret will 
have debarred me from having a- 
ny benefic by them. 
. _ 2, Another ſaith, It may be 
God would pardon me if 1 did 
| repent; but what am I better for 
| that;fince I find in my ſelf no pow- 
| erto repent? 
. 1, 'Tothe firſt; After all that 
full Declaration which God hath 
made of his goodneſs , doſt thou 
doubt his Reality £ And though 
- he hath affirmed his readineſs to 
| fave, doſt chou think that by ſome 
| hidden Will he hath reſolved thy 
Damnation ? Let me then ſay to 
thee, in the words of a late Divine 
_ of this Church —O thou Hypocrite! 
Q_ be 
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beeaife thou 'baſt tio wills one in thy | 


Words, 'undanother tn thy mind, dof 


he Spedks ojie thing, and ineums 'ano- 
a; ? That he bath a ſecret 'will 'cdn= 


walifory'to bs 'revenled'? If -it be 1 
fetret, bow:camefl thou to kritw it? | 


No; "thou art ivitked in making Gol 


a hitr uhid difſenibler 'Iike thy ” fl 
So he. 1 will add, Tharifiich blaf- 


*phemoiis 'Words, Without Repen- 
(tarſce, 'will bel ſeverely accourited | 


far ohe:day and that'God will 
!reprove! thee, 2and'fer this, among 
thy-other'flngjin order before thee, 
Leave of theſe vile Tirmiapinations , 


Und Hever'ler (ic nicer (into 'thy = 
Inind to think, that God hath de. 


cated one thing 'to 'men /in his 


"Word, and 'Hath decreed another || 


CON- 


a think that God bathifo 1002 that - I 


eqnoerningithem | in himſelf. He 


concerning Apetance. 


4s the God of Truth; angd,therefare 


' repent; and truſt in his ,mer- 
CY. 


.2, Tothe other, Who ſays 
the would, but hath no poyer,to 


F Repent, and iſo logks UPON the 


goodneſs /of:God in forgiving, the 
Penicent as not available to him,, 
J.anſwer; Thar it {is ;true, fince 
our fall: we. cannot :return-to God 
by our -awn weak .power ; but 
that is:no/Excuſe for:lmpenitence, 
becauſe God -is ready to ſupply 


| that 'Defeft with the Afſiiſtance of 
| chis-Grace. :God was;pleaſed to 425.31; 


make his. .dear Son- a -Yaviour-to 
give repentance and ,remiſlion .of 
ins ; not.only co pardon; finners 


| upon their repentance, but-to.give 
T ZN 


240 A Diſcourſe | 
them orace to enable them to re. 
pent , and ſo obtain pardon, This / 

Luke 11, Brace may be had for aſking — 
13 He will give bis Holy Spirit to them . 
that ask him. It is the good plea- | 
ſure of him who hath commanded 
usto will and do what we ought, | 
Phil.2. to enable us to will and do what we | 
ought. 
This afliſtance of the Divine 
| elit. grace ] ſhall exprefs in St. Augu- 

MY fline's words,Nonin e divinitus ad. 
juovamur ad operaudan Juſtitiam, quod 
| Legem Deus dedit plenam bonts pre- 

ceptis; ſed quod ipſa voluntas nofira, 

fine qua operari bonum non poſſumu, 

adjuvatur & erigitur impartito Spiri- 

tu Gratiz; i.e. we are not divine- 

ly affiſted to the working of Righ- | 

teouſnels in this, that God hath 
o1ven 


- 
J 


| givenusa Law full of good Pre- 


_ | cepts; but becauſeour Will, with- 


out which we cannot do good , is 


' helpt and ereQted by the Spiric of 
. grace beſtowed upon us, 


It is a great favour , that God 
hath been pleaſed co give us his 


Goſpel, whichSt, Paul calls yzerg 
| j | owTHei@>, ſaving grace ; It ſhows 


the way of Salvation to us: by it 
we are made to underſtand the 


moſt important concerns of our 


ſouls ; that ſhows us the gracious 
conditions of our pardon , and 
lays before us ſtrong Reaſons to 
convince us of the neceflicy of our 
complyance with what God hath 
propounded, if we wil be happy, 


|. and demonſtrates the reaſonable- 


neſs of Obedience. Burt God 1s 
Q 3 pleaſed 
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Methods with the gracious Opera- , |. 


tiorr of his benign Spitic, which 
makes a Divine Lipht ſhine ihf6 
the Mind , dlears up the rift of 
Jettorance which lay vpor it be- } 
fore, and thakes us know the things | 
which belong to our peice; awt- 
kens our Conſciences, and makes 
us apprehenſive of the danget of 
fit , and aftriphics ts with the truch 
of Divine Threatnings; makes us 
conſider heavenly Motives, opens © 


445.14 our heafts,as 1t did Lydia's, to at- | 


tend to the things which are fpo- | 


ken to us; and inclines us to com- 
ply with the reaſon of them ; 'it 
Faiſeth our wills out of floth and 
languor by a ſecret ardor of life 
conveyed into our Souls , avyoic = 
org 
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| of; ol ©&g, by ways which God 
*FÞ* knows, as. St. Baſil ſaith, and- fo 
| puts into our minds good Deſires, 
| and makes us begin to. feek in our 
" | Souksa hunger atier Righteouſnels; 
F it melts us with the Love of God 
and his dear Son , makes vs a- 
Mhamed to fin any more,and com- 
forts us with the hope of Pardon 
and Reſtoration to the Divine Fa. 
| vour, and fa conjures us by po- 
; | tent Arguments to enter into the 
; | Bandsof the Covenant, and per- 
| fwades us to ſyubmic thankfully to 

the terms of the Gaſpel, 

- Thus our bleſſed Saviour ſtands 

- | at the Doarand knacks ; thus the ** + 

| heavenly Father draws us to his 7* $44 
| Son; andthefinner ſhould ſay — 
Þ 1 find the graciqus Spirit of Gad 
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| leading me towards the Land of | 
'Þ the Living. | will refign my ſelf | 
2 tohis Condut , 1 will be led by 
him,! will follow the Lamb whereſs- 
ever be pores, Doth my Saviour ' 
- vouchſife ro knock at my Door ? 
] am intinitely bcholden to him, 
1 will open to him, I willletthim 
in, and give him the poſleflion of |} 
my Soul, | 
This is the Divine grace, and 
it 1s our Duty to make a careful 
uſe of it ; and then we ſhall have 
' more tohelp us to perfe&t what is 
well begun. A ready complyance 
with ſuch merciful Afiſtance is 
highly requiſite ; for if we refiſt 
God's kind Motions, and flight 
the help beſtowed, we may fru- 
ſtrate the deſign of his Mercy a, 
gainſt 


We muſt not expe@ that God 
| ſhould pull usont of a ſtate of fin, 
 anddrag usintoa ſtate of vertue by 
an irreſiſtible force: God is pleaſed 
in Converfion to draw us towards 
kimſelf by the Cords of a Man, by 
ſuch Arguments as we underſtand 
to be moſt reaſonable,and by ſuch 
Motives as are apt to perſwade 
ſuch as will conſider , and by the 
gentle Swaſions of his good Spirit, 
with the Cords of Loye, and the 

. .Bands of Kindneſs, We muſt not 
think thar God ſhould a& upon us 
| to the extent of his Omnipotence, 


_ concerning Repentance. 245. 
painſt our ſelves, and make that 
* grace incffeftual which would have 
 faved us, if we had improved it 
with our concurrent endea» 


. vours; 


but according to his Wiſdom, He 
knows what help is fufficient for us, 
and how fit jt is that we ſhould. 
thankfully uſe what is enough, 
without aſking what is too much, 
He takes what method he pleaſerh 
- In the diſpenſing of his grace , 
which we are not to appoint, but 
obeſerve, Our Duty is toaccept 
of ſufficient grace, and ufe it, that 
we may be converted, and not 
reach God how to convert us. 

God was always difpleaſed with 
men, when negle&ing the kindneſs } 
which he ſhowed them, they 
wou.d preſcribe him methods for 
the communication of his ot 
neſs, 


When 


27 


j . wag " SOR" 7 Ke. 4 « & & ay par - «De 9 wed NY ERA IEIY, Ie es oY IF Fe” en tO ens Ee oa RT on Is 
- WER nw 2 2 ESE #2 | x” 2 £1 SIG BI OI Ye PV ©, Sa LE Mk 6 eas Su — +5 Fi; : A og: ts; as P63 "e W CEo4 f; "S788, 3 
- He: FI KEY 4 » 8 l R - : b 
a c mY oy 
"I 
< [ 
= + 
a: 
, 

% 

: 
- ey 
- * 3. » + 

” \] F $4 A 
3 ; 
o « 
ſr o 
. 
- 
* 


When the Iſraelites: were led 
throwph che Wiſderneſs, they were 
well enough provided for by God's 
care, and ſhould have been not 
_ only content, but thankful : they 
were neither; but lothing the 
Bread of Heaven, which God had 
. @ppointed for them , they would 
have Quails. They lad them ; 
bat they had better have been with- 
ont them ; for God was angry at 
their rude unthankfulneſs __For 
the limited the Holy One of [/rael. 
They would not only be provided 


for, but in ſuch a way as they 


themſelves ſhould deſcribe. 


We have a very good account 
of this matter in that excellent 
Parable of Jſaiah,where God ſpeak- 
ing of the Jewiſh people, whom he 


calls 


pſn8.qul 


Iſa. 
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A Difcouſe = 


calls his Vineyard, faith, That he 
planted it in a fat Soyl, hedged it, 
that is, guarded it with his Pro- 
vidence, feta Vine which was ge- 
nerous, gave them excellent Laws, 
the teachings of inſpired men, and 
the aſliſtances of his grace, and all 
ſufficienc means to promote their | 
bringing forth Fruit anſwerable to 
his Care ; Bur after all, inſtead of 
good Grapes, they brought forth 
wild Grapes; God was diſpleaſed, 
and for the Juſtice of his Anger he 
appealed to the Judgment and 
Conſcience of thoſe who had ſlight- 
ed his Favours, and ſaid , What 
could | have done more to' my 
Vineyard than I have done? l have 
done what | thought fic for me to 
do, ang beſtowed what I chought 
enough 


concerning Repentance. 249 
enough for them to receive, and — 
becauſe they have made me no an- I 
ſwerable Returns, I will take away | 
my Hedge, and lay them waſte. 
Now finner,take heed what will 
become of thee, and have a care 
of Folly in pretending to teach 
God what he might have done 
more for thee, and bring forth 
_ Fruits meet for Repentance , ac- 
cording to the grace beſtowed.Re- MX 
member the Fig-tree in the Go- 
{pel, which having no Fruit upon 
it when our Saviour ſought it, was 
curſed and withered; And take St. 
Chryſoft. counſel concerning it; We 
were beaten inthistype,thou art frighted 
in this tree.tbou art inſirufted tothee is 
given wholſome Admonition;prevent the 
coming of the Lord with good Fruits : 
What 
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A Diſcourſe 1 
What God .expetis from thee Jet thing 
find, let bim;baue-mbat be defines, left 
#what happened to this Tree from God, 
bappentothee alſo, Tt is mat Fit for 
frinersito diſpute concerning grave, but 
20 make uſe of .it and -nepent. | 

2. Of this they Qught:to be 
more careful., ibecaiiſe:God doth 
alloy fair ſpace of cimeito make.uſe 
ofthe grace beſtawed ; the repeats | 


his methods of Salvation, .and |} 


ſometimes alters them, which is:a 
great-demonſtration of )his/benig- 
nity, :and-ought to move us :effe- 


uaily;to-make-uſe of/ir, Though 


.the Divine Spirit will:not always 


\{[trive\withmen, ;yetthe .continues 
:his:merciful Conreſt.agreat while. 
Though-finners be dull\in appre- 
-hending, and-careleſs in;the-con- 
fideration 


1 concerning Ripentance. 

fideration of grace offered; yet 
God is not preſently weary , but 
' waits to ſee if at laſt they will un- 
derffand, 41t is mentioned as 'a 


| great Favour which God beſtowed 


 Uponthe Canganites , that he did 
not-deftroy-thematonce , though 
they highly deſerved it, but gave 
them fpace for Repentance. Thou 
did} puniſh the condemned with deli- 
beration, giving them'time and place 
whertby they might be delivered from 


their malice. 
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God is pleaſed to 


lengthen the tranquility of finners, 


as Daniel ſaith, and ſo gives op- 
| tportunity to make uſe of grace not 


only offered;bur for ſome. confide- 


rable time {lighted , that fo they 
'might'be-ſaved, if they will yet 
__ .make uſe ofhis-Favour. before their 
hearts 


hearts are quite hardened through 
the deceitfulneſs of fin. 

We read of the Jews in the Wil. 
derneſs, that they vexed the Holy 
Spirit with their Diſobedience; yet 
we read, that he bore with their Wl 
, manners (:x0rÞvence) 40 years, - 
and ſo gave them fair ſpace to re- 
pent of their Ingratitude , and fo 
fave their Souls,though their Car= 
kafes fell in the Deſart. Afer they 
were come to Canaan he uſed the 
fame Patience, ſending his Pro- 
phets, rifing up early and ſending 
them, becauſe he had compaſſion 
on his People — and this he did 
till there was no remedy, This 
ſame gentleneſs did our Saviour 
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uſe towards them in the days of | 


his Fleth, which made him ſay, 
when 
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concerning Repentance. 


when his grace was ſlighted, O Fe- 


ruſalem, Jeruſalem, how oft nould I 
have gathered thy Children together , 


a4 a Hen doth gather her Brood un- 


der her Wings, and ye would not ? 
The ſame gracious patience doth 
he expreſs towards us ſtill, How 
oft hath God warned us by our 
Spiritual Guides, and the Checks 
of our own Conſciences ? How oft 
hath he adviſed us by ſuch, whoſe 
known Prudence and great Chari- 
ty was moſt likely to have made 
their counſel acceptable ? How 
mercifully hath he tim'd his Pro- 
poſals, taking ſuch ſeaſons in 
which we were in a temper moſt . 
likely to be wrought upon, both 
when our hearts were {oftned with 
the ſenſe of ſome merciful Provi- 
R dences, 
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dences, and melted with kindneſs, 
the ſparksof Ingenuity being blown 
up into a flame, or when ſickneſs 
or ſome great affliction had (ha- 
ken off our Careleſneſs, made us _ 
ſee great reaſon to think, and 
fhown us neceſlity to hearken to 
advice ? 
Shall not the forementioned 
Aſliſtances, granted with ſo much 
patience, make the finner ſay? O } 
Lord, I am that barren Fig-cree 
to which thou mighteſt have ſaid 
long ago, Never fruit grow on thee : 
(O heavy Curle !) How oft have 
I given thee cauſe to ſay, Cut it 
down, why cumbreth it the ground ? 
And when I have begged tharthou }JÞ 
wouldlt ſtay another year,and pro- | 
miſed to dig abour it,and did not; | | 
o 


” 


.'- 


concerning Repentance, 


© Lord, thou haſt not cut me 
down, but ſpared me one year , 
and another,and another. I thank 
thee, and now I will abuſe thy 
goodneſs no longer. 1 will dig 
about it with prayers, fighs, falt- 
ing, and watching ; I will water it 
with my tears, and endeavour that 
it may bring forth fruic an{wera- 
ble to thy juſt expeftation. O 


| fooliſh Soul! Is it nothing to play 


with Divine Patience.and ro make 
God ſtand by whilſt thou enter- 
 taineſt thy ſelf with every trifling 
Vanity? O merciful Lord , how 
many years have 1 grieved thee in 


| this Wilderneſs ? How long haſt 


thou born with my manners 2 How 
oft have. I given thee cauſe to ſay 
to me as once thou didſt, being 
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A Diſcourſe 
negleed by thy ſlepy Spouſe, 
who-ſlumbred whilſt thou ſtoodeſt 
knocking, and made thee ſuffer 
the Injuries of the weather, My 
Head is filled with Dew , and my 
Locks with the Drops of the Night , 
before thou could$I have admittance 2 
There are many befides the Ga- 
darens, who have turned thee aut 
of their Coaſts by their rudeneſs ; 
O Lord, I am one of them,I con- 
fels it with ſhame, Burt, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, go not from me, though I 
deſerye it, Return according to 
thy Infinite goodneſs ; I will ever 
watch , I will never permit the 
Door of my Soul to be ſhut NO 
thee, 


The 


concerning Repentance, 
The Third Motive. 


3. The third Motive to Re- 
pentance is taken from that ex- 
_ treme miſery which doth await the 
Impenitent, and will unavoidably 
fall upon them, This is told us 
plainly, ThinkeST thou this, O Man, 
that judpeſt them who do ſuch things, 
and doeft the ſame, that thou ſhalt 
eſcape the Judgment of Ged? Or 
deſpiſeſt thou the Riches of his Good- 
neſs , and forbearance, ana long 
ſuffering, not knowing that the good- 
neſs of God leadeth thee to Repen- 
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Rem.2.3, 
4:5- 


tance? But after thy hardneſs and 


impenitent heart, treaſureſt up to thy 


ſelf wrath again} the day of 


Wrath 
R 3 


and Revelation of the 
righe 


righteous Judgment of God. 
The goodneſs of God , as I 
have ſhown, leads the ſinner to 
Repentance, and ſo to Happineſs 
by Pardon, This goodneſs he 


 deſptfeth, and maintains in him- 


ſelf the hardneſs of an impenitent 
heart, a heart that will not relent, 
But thinkeſt thou this, O man, 
that ſodoing thou canſt eſcape the 
Judgment of God? No; thou 
doſt bur treaſure up wrath to thy 
ſelf againſt the day of Wrath, 
Every finner hath his meaſure for 
Iniquity, and the Impenitent hills 
It up; God alfo hath his Store- 
houſe for Vengeance, and rhe ob- 
ſtinate finner doth there lay up 
wrath again{t himſelf, Ar pre- 
(ent this 18 a hidden Treaſure, but 
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concerning Repentance. 259 
it ſhall be opened in the day of 
Wrath, when God will reveal the 
Righteouſneſs of his Judgment 
upon ſuch as would not repent. 

God hath always declared this 
to be the laſt ſtate of obdurate 
ſinners He will wound the head of er68.1, 
his Enemies, and the hairy Scalp of 
ſuch a one as goes on Flill in his wick- 
 eaneſs, Long before this it was _ 
{aid plainly' by Moſes, {f it come 19420. 
to paſs, when be heareth the words of 
this Curſe, that be bleſs himſelf in 
his heart, ſaying, T ſhall have peace 
though I walk in the imagination of 
my heart, to add drunkenneſs to 
thirſt; The Lord will not ſpate him, 
but then the Anger of the Lord and 
his Fealoufie ſhall ſmoke againſt that 
man, and all the Curſes that are 

+ MK-& written 


A Diſcourſe I 
written in this Bock, ſhall lie upon | 
him , and the Lord ſhall blct out his *P 
Name from under Heaven. He that 
deſpiſeth the methods of God's 
grace, and continues his Diſobe- 
dience, and yer perſwades himſelf 
that all ſhall be well with him , 
doth highly provoke God. The 
Hope of the Diſobedient is a 
great part of their Diſobedience ; 
for it is a preſumptuous believing 
againſt the expreſs Declarations 
of God's Will , and they ſhall be 
puniſhed for it as an aggravation 
of their other fins. Such people 
ſigh the Divine Threatnings, dif- 
believe the Truth and Power of 
God cencerning their perform- 
ance ; but they thall pay dear for 
it, eſpecially in the great day of 

| "Wink. 


; | 


concerning Repentance. 261 © 
Wrath , when Chriſt will come : 
in flaming Fire to render Venge- 
ance to thoſe who acknowledge 
God no better, and do wiltully 
difobey his Goſpel. | 
| This miſery is dreadful , be- 
cauſe the Sufferings,to which the 
Impenitent will be condemned,are 
 ſogreat, that now they would be 
intolerable , but which then they 
ſhall be made toendure, Ofthis 
I ſhall give account, 


1, By a brief Rehearſal of 
the Deſcriptions of them 
which we find in Holy 
Scripture. 

2, By the deep Impreſſions 
which they will make up- 
an the ſpirics of damned 

Im- 


"A Diſcourſe 
Impenitents, of which we 
are told in Holy Writ, 

3. By ſetting down four par- 


_ ticular Notices, which we 


have received concerning 


the dreadtulneſs of that 
rage. 


1, By a brief Rehearſal of the 
Deſcriptions of the miſery of Im- 
penitents, which we find record- 
ed in Holy Scripture. It hath 
pleaſed God to expreſs the future 
Torments of Impenitert Souls, by 
taking reſemblances from the bo- 
dily pains with which they are 
now acquainted ; and hath choſen 


the moſt ſharp of thoſe which 


men ſuffer on Earth, to be Em- 


blems of thoſe far greater which 


they * 


IJ concerning Repentance. 263. 
1 chey ſhall ſuffer in Hell. 1 ſhall 
- name a few of them, We 

Sometimes that miſerable Con- 
| dition 1s deſcribed by the Tor- 
ment of Fire, than which nothing 

is more ſharp; which is called 

' Matth. 5. 22, Hell Fire ; which, 

Chap. 13.49,50. is called a Fur- 

mace of Fire , into which the wicked 

ſhall be caſt in the end of the World ; 
and Rev. 21. 8, a Lake of Fire 

and Brimſlone, 1nto which ſeveral 

| ſorts of ſinners there named ſhall 

| be thrown ; Heb. 10. 27. it is 

| called IIvess CHAG> , which is 

 Þ} tranſlaced Fiery Indignation , be- 

| cauſe of the fierceneſs of Divine 

' Vengeance, This is terrible, 

4 and cherefore ſuch as are obnox1- 
Þ ous to it are there ſaid to be un- 


der 


Matth, 
9.44. 


A Diſcourſe 


der a fearful expeflation of Jude. 


ment. 


Ic was a pain unſpeakably Þ 


dreadful which thoſe old finners 


endured,who were incloſed in So- 
dom, and made to periſh in the 


noyſom ſmoke of Brimſtone, and 
the unſupportable Torment of 
Fire: But that 1s nothing to 


that which will be kindled in Hell, 


where the Fire will never go out, 


nor the Perſons who are burnt in. 


it ever- be conſumed. 
Sometimes this Puniſhment 15 


called the Gnawing of the never dy- 


ing Worm ; (ometimes it 1s repre- | 
| ſented by utter Darkneſs , which 


ſignifies the utmoſt diſconſolate- 


neſs of a diſmal Condicion. Hap- | 
e-.1.12- pineſs in Holy Writ is called Light, i 
and | 


n 


concerning Repentance. 


| and Heaven the Inheritance of the 
* Saints in Light, Thoſe who are 
caſt into utter Darkneſs, are re- 
\ | moved to the fartheſt Diſtance 
| from God, who 1s the Fountain 
> | of Life, and in whoſe Light the 
| | Blefſed ſee Light, 
f | Itiscalled 7heBlackne(s of Dark- 
> | refs, 7. e, the moſt Horrid , into 
>. | which no glimpſe of Light ſhines, 
* This ſtate is worſe than that of a 
1 | Malefafttor, who is condemned to 
be made up between two Walls, 
S | there to periſh in Darkneſs, Hun- 
- | ger, and Solitude, 
- | Sometime this dreadful miſery 
h | is ſignified by a Pit which hath no 
- | bottom, into which the ungodly 
- | areto be caſt; and ſometime by 
m, 4 the Torment of a perpetual Rack : 
d | _. lome- 


2Fet.2.17 
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ſometime by a Cup of Wrath, called 
the Wine of the Wrath of God, mixt 


A Diſcourſe 


with bitter Ingredients ; and in 
this World God doth make fin- 
nersto drink ſome drops, but in 
the great day he will make them 


drink up the Dregs of it, the bitter 


Wrath which lies in the bottom,in 
which is no Alloy of Mercy. 


Laſtly, by the pains of the ſecond Þ|. 
Death which the ungodly mult en- 


dure; which is a thouſand times 


worſe than the firſt; for that is 


but a Temporal ſeparation of the 


Soul from the Body , this an E-. 


rernal ſeparation of Body and Soul 
from God. 


ce 


2, The Þ 
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concerning Repentance. 267 
' 2, The, greatneſs of this Miſe- 
Þ#. ry is plainly declared by the deep 
| impreſſions, which we are told it 
F will make upon the ſpirits of dam- 
ned Impenitents, as we perceive 
| the acuteneſs of pain which men 
ſuffer by the grievouſneſs of their 
- Cries, Our Saviour ſays, that 4.8. 
in the place to which the Impeni- 
tent ſhall be condemned.there will 
+ be weeping and gnafhing of Teeth. 
Theſe are Expreſſions of extreme 
grief, and ſhow the extremity of 
Miſery, A ſmall matter will not 
make one cry out, nor a little cold 
make the Teeth chatrer. No,itis ,,, « 
becauſe the great day of wrath ws T7 
come, and who ſhall be able to abide 
| it 2 The Impenitent would then 
, oþ be glad of Annihilation; it would 
2 | nt 


A Diſcourſe TT 
be good for them that they were | 
nothing , or as our Saviour ſays, |; 
That they had never been born, In 


oreat Anguiſh chey will ſay to the |} 


Mountains , fall on us , and to the 
Rocks, cover us , and hide us from 
the face of bim that ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb : But the Rocks will be as. 
deaf co the Impenitent then, as 
they are to God now. 

3. Thirdly, The Impenitents 
miſery is made known to them 
by four particular Notices which 
are given them of their dread- 
ful Condition in the other 
World. 


1, They 


' 


3 


concertuti R epentance. 
t. They are told beforehand 


what Company they ſhall have in 


Hell, and that is no better chan the 
Devil and biz Angels , Haters and 
hated of God : So. the Sentence 
runs, Go ye cutſed into the Fire 
prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels. You hold of his fide; and 
It is fie you ſhould ſhare in his 
Lot, I called you to the hopes 
of my Mercy , and offered you 4 


part in the happineſs of Obedient 


Souls ; but you rather chole to 
comply with your own and my E- 
nemy, and to periſh with Saran, 
rather than to hearken to the. Get 
you gone from me and all the bleſ(- 
fed inco that Fire, which was not 
defigned for you,but was appoint- 
cd 2s the puniſhment of Devils ; 

O but 
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but fince you would have your 
portion in it', I confirm your 
choice. | | 
This is. fad : For the Devils 
were always,and are ſtill, Enemies 
to Mankind ; They were Murder- 
ers from the beginning , and are 
Malicious to the end. To be ſhut 
up with ſuch Companions: is a 
greater Torment than to be nailed 
up in a Veſſel among Serpents, 
Will impenitent finners be able to 
endure this ? Can they dwell with 
everlaSting Burnings ? Can they 
make an agreement with Hell , and a 
League with Devils? Do they think 
that curſed Fiends will make them 
welcome in Hell , becauſe they 
have perſwaded them to come thi- 
ther? Can they expett cntertain- 
ment 


5s = 


boficetning Repentanice. 

ment from ſifch as are ſhut. tp in 
a lothſom Dungeon ? What help 
will they give others, who are 
themſelves in unſpeakable Tor- 
ments , and who are ſo malicious, 
that,if they could,they would not? 
I is better to repent , than to go to 


fuch Company. 


2, The Impenitent will be ex- 
ceedingly pain'd, becauſe they 


* will then ſeethat ic was their own 


folly, which brought them into the 
Miſery which they ſhall chen ſuf- 
fer ; and thar cheir Obſtinacy de- 
prived them of the Erernal Happi- 
neſs, of, which they might have 
been poſſeffors. Thoſe who in 


' their life time would not beat lei- 


ſure to be faved, (hall then be 


forced to entertain mulcicudes of 
S 2 thoughts 


271 


thoughts which will blow theColes 
| of the unquenchable Fire, They 
will be galled perpetually by con- 
ſidering how ſottiſhly they periſh- 
ed, fillily preferring a few ſhort 
Pleaſures before everlaſting Feli- 
city, and that notwithſtanding it 
was offered them , and they often 
perſwaded to chuſe it, They will 
then ſee, and grieve to ſee it was 
tolly enough to have choſen the 
Temporary Pleaſures of fin,though 
for that they ſhould only have been 
deprived of Eternal Joys; but that 
it was the higheſt Madneſs, when 
for that they ſhall alſo ſuffer E- 
ternal: Pains, and find that the 
greatneſs of their Worldly Proſpe- 
rity, whichthey ſo much defired, 
de heightened their in, ſhall 
alſo 
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concerning Repentance. 
alſo add to the ſharpneſs of their 
puniſhment. 

They will then ſee how ſortiſh- 
ly they followed the evil Exam- 
ple of their fellow ſinners, tramp-, 
ling upon God's Commands , and 
be ſenfible of the meanneſs of the 


Excuſe which they made for their 
Unbelicf, when they ſaid , They 


could not think there was ſuch 


a place as Hell, becauſe they 
never talked with any chat was 


| there, orever heard it proved by 


Philoſophy. And they will wiſh 
then that they had believed God, 
who told them that there was ſuch 
a place, that they might endeavour 
roeſcape it, and not have heark- 
enced to their Ranting Compani- 
ans, who not being able to pro 


773 


S3 duce 


A Diſcourſe 


duce any Arguments againſt it, 
made it their work to huff the be- 
lief of it out of the World; and 
that the rather, becauſe they well 
knew, that if there be ſuch a place, 
they themſelves muſt be forced to 
take an undefirable Lodging in 1t, 
| They will then ſee that it was un- 
reaſonable to aſk for Demonſtra. 
tions In matters of Divine Reve. 
lation, where God demands Faith 
upon his Word, remembring how 
fillily the old World laughed at 
Noah for building a Ship to fail, as 
they thought, upon dry ground , 
refuſing to believe that there would 
be a Deluge, till they were affote 
upan the Waves of it, 


They 


Pp 


A 


concerning Repentance. 
They will ſee then that Diſbe- 


lief, after plain Declarations of 


God's Will, was not Courage, but 
ſtupid Preſumprion; and that con- 
cinuance In fin againſt great Rea- 
fons to the contrary, was a ma- 
licious Obſtinacy. They will then 


confeſs that no Tentation was a 


juſt Counterpoiſe to God's Pro- 
miſes, and that their ſenſual Ap- 
petites were no lawful warrant for 
the contradiQtion of the Reaſon of 
their Minds, and that it was ex- 
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treme folly to ſlight the Motions 


of God's Spirit , and hearken to 


the Suggeſtions of the Devil. Will 
' any dare to ſay to God then, / 
knew thou waſl auStere , and reapeſl 
where thou didfi not ſow ? No; but 


remembring that they were graci- 
S 4 ouſly 


4 ths 
ouſly and pfren afliſted, they will ( 
then too- late curſe the baſeneſs of fÞ | 
their Negligence and Ingrati- | 
© | 

| 


tude, - 
They will then be aſhamed to 

return to God, having done no- 7 
thing of the Errand upon which | 
he ſent them into the World, bur | 
very much to the contrary of it; 

and be afraid , becauſe they go a+ 
way not having left any Teflimony of 
their Vertue behind them , but ma- 
ny damning Examples of Vice. 
They will hate their Being , per- 
ceiving by the ſharp. Remorle of 
their once baffled Conſciences that 
they muſt be their own Tormen- 
tors : whilſt the ſpace which was 
granted them for Repentance, 
makes their Impenicence morg 'Þ 
Cri. 


) 


concerning Repentance. 


Criminal; and the ſenſe of their 

'Þ having highly deſerved what they 

ſuffer will make them acknow- 

ledge, that they are but juſtly de- 

prived of thar ſmall Relief, which 

| 1s commonly allowed to the Miſe- 
 rable, Pity, 
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3. Thirdly, The Impenitent - 


will be gal'd wich Enyy, to ſee o- 
thers poſleſs that Happineſs which 
once they might have enjoyed, but 
then lighted, and of which they 
are now for ever deprived, This 
we learn from our Saviqur, There 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
| Teeth, when ye ſhail ſee Abraham, 
\ and faac, and Jacob, and all the 
Prophets, in the Kingdom of God , 


Luke 15, 
jf 28,29. 


and you your felues thrust out, Aud | 


| hey ſball come from the Eaſt, and 
from 
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from the Weſt, and from the Nmmth, | 
and from the South, and ſhall ft | 


down in the Kingdom of God, This 
ſight will whet the Teeth of the 
never dying Worm, which will 
not only bite with the never cea- 
fing remembrance of their unwor- 
thineſs, and vex with the pain of - 
late Repentance and continual 


Self-accuſation; but alſo pinewith |} 


Envy to ſee others happy in what | 
they threw away. That which 
our Saviour added in this matter, 
is very conſiderable, There are laſl 
which ſhall be firſt, and there are firſt 
which ſhall be loft. There are ma- 
ny which proud finners deſpiſe, 


as perſons a great way farther from |} 


Happineſs than themſelves, whom 
they laugh at for their Ignorance, 
flight 


concerning Repentance, 
flight for their mean Condition, 


4 and jecr for their preciſe Life, 


which ſhall enter into the King- 


' dom of God , when they them-. 


ſelves ſhall be ſtopr, Sp it was 
with the Jews to whom our Savi- 
our ſpoke,they looked upon them- 
ſelves as Sons of the Kingdom, 
Heirs of Happineſs, great in 
Knowledge, ſplendid intheir Fa- 
mily, beloved of God, ſatisfied 


in preſent Enjoyments , and big 


with ExpeGation; yet theſe fo 


E ſeemingly forward ſhould be over- 


run by ſuch as they thought un- 
worthy to eat with them; and theſe 


ſhould fit down with-their pious 


Anceſtors, where they.their boaſt- 
| ful Progeny, ſhould be exclu- 
| ded, 4 

This 
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This matter is well expreſſed 
We. 5. fiom the firſt Verſeto the 


ſeventh, Then ſhall the righteows | 


man Hand in great boldneſs before the 
face of ſuch as have afflicted him, and 
made no account of bis Labours. 
When they ſee it they ſhall be troubled 
with terrible fear, and ſhall be ama- 
Zed at the ſtrangene(s of bis ſalvati- 


on, ſo far beyond all that they Iooked | M 


for. And they repenting and groan- 


ing for anguiſh of ſpirit, ſhall ſay 


within themſelves, This was be whom 


we bad ſometime in Deriſion, and a 


Proverb of Reproach, We Fools ac-. 
counted bis life madneſs, and bis end 


fo be without honour, How is te 
numbred among the Children of God, 
and bis lot is among theSaints? 7 bere- 


fore have we 'erred from the way of = 


Truth, 


concerning Repentance. 


Truth, and the Light of Righteouſneſs 
bath not ſhined upon us, 

This excellent Author gives an 
account of theſe Heftors, Chap. 2, 


where he tells us of them, that 


they placed all Happineſs in this 


preſent Life—Verſe 2. We are born 


at all adventure, and we (þalll be 
bereafter as though we had never been: 
and therefore they crown'd their 
Heads with Roſe-buds, and filled 


themſelves with wine , being careful 


leS} they ſhould go away without their. 


part of Follity. As to the Righte- 
\ ous man, hedeclares their carri- 
age verſe 10,12,13,14,15. There- 
fore thzy abuſed him with Rude- 
nels, and treated him with all 


Cruelty in this World; but when 
| they cx come into the other, and ſce 


him 
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him ſtand in great boldneſs before 
God , they are ſeized with a ter- 
rible fear, and vexed with Indig- 
nation at his Happineſs, amazed 
at the ſtrangeneſs of his falvation, 
whom before they ſcorn'd. All 
Impenitent finners. will be in ſuch 
pain at our Saviour's coming, 
when they ſee obedient Souls ta- 


ken up to meet him in the Air, and 


find themſelves lefr upon che burn- 


ing Earchqtill they be called before 


He LL 4 Ts 


his Throne, and be there adjudged 


to a worſe Fire, 

The Author to the Hebrews ſet 
aſharp Edge upon his Exhorrati- 
on,when he pur it intotheſe words, 
Let us therefore fear, le} a promiſe 
being left us of entring into bis Reſt , 


any of you ſhould come ſhort of it. _ 
y Ic 


concerning Nance. 
Ir is not cafie to 1magin. what 
a ſeized the Unbelieving Jews, 
' when they ſaw Canaan, and beheld 
thoſe before them who were to go 
into that good Land, but them- 
| ſelves bar'd from it, After the 
- pronuntiation of that ſad Doom , 
with what pain did they wear a- 
| way che hated remnant of their 
| Lives, wandring in the Wilder- 
. neſs? Much moregrievous will it 
be to ſee the Saviour of the World 
come with his glorious Attendants, 


and take up all good men and wo- 


men, and carry them to the Hea- 
venly Canaan, and leave the Im- 
.penitent, not to periſh in the Wil- 
derneſs, but to be carried to that 
. Company and Torment which I 

\ have mentioned. before. IVho 


would 
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would not tepent that knows this ? | 
4. The miſery of the Impent« ;þþ 

tent will be unſupportable ; be 'J 

cauſe they will deſpair of ever | 

mending their Condition. It mulf | 

needs put Vinegar . into their | 

Wounds, when they are affured 

that they cannot be healed, 


This Afſurance depends upon two | 
__ things, | | 


1, Upon this, Thatthey are 
told before hand that the 
Sentence which will be 
pronounced, 1s irreverſi- 
ble. 

2, Upon this, That they 
know that he who pro- |] 
nounceth ir, is Omnipo- i | 

rent, 


concerning Repentance. 
tent, and ſo can ſecure the 
Execution of 1t., 


- I, TheSentence isrecorded in 
Scripture, and there we find it Ir. 
reverfible : It is, Go into everlaſt- 
ing Fire, into Fire which ſhall never 
be quenched; the Worm which torments 
Jou ſhall never die. The Puniſh- 
ment is everlaſting. Thoſe who 
are calt into the Lake are ordered 
ro be tormented there for ever and e- 
wr. 

This is the Sentence, and he 
who pronounceth it is Omnipa- 
tent, and fo can ſecure the Exe- 
cution of it. He whocould hin- 


der the Fire of Nebuchadnezzar's 
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Furnace from burning , torment- - 


ing, or conſuming his Servants , 
* 7 muſt 
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muſt needs be able to make a Fire 
which will burn and torment, and 
yet not conſume his Enzmies, Shall 
bold. linners be annihilated becauſe 
they deſire it, knowing they ſhall 
have no part of Felicity, if there 
be any in the other World 2 No; 
God-hath appointed them worſe 
than ſo; and ir is but juſt, Why 
ſhould not: God puniſh ſuch as 
long as he pleaſeth, who (inned as » 
long as they could 9 Why ſhould 
their puniſhment have an end,who 
would never leave finning ? Life 
was propounded upon good terms, 
which if it were refuſed , it was 
declared that Death would be the 
Confequent: they were perſwaded 
to chule Life , they would not ; 
and having refuſed it, will they be 
bo angry 


- 


concerning Repentance. 


angry that they ſuffer what chey 
would have? A Law was given by 
the Soveraign ReQor of the 


World , Death was threatned up- 
on the breach of ir ; they would 
break it: chey were condemned 
by that Law; yet Pardon was 
oftered, they would not accept 
it:ſo that they periſhr not becauſe 
they finned, nor yet becauſe they 
were condemned ; but becauſe 
they would be Executed, Their 
Miſery is their Choice, But, as 
I ſaid, this makes it unſpeakably 
great, It will have no end. There 
is No av@Mmayng, as the LXXUI. 


tranſlate the twentieth Verſe of 


Pſalm 55. no Ranſom for ſuch 
hereafter, as would not return 


from fin by Repentance here. 
T 2 Dives 
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Dives was not only vexed with 
Envy, when he looked up and 
ſaw Lazarus in Abraham's boſom, 
but mad with Rage when he ſaw 
the unpaſſable Gulf berween him- 


ſelf and them. That Parable is 


a Map of the future ſtate of Im- 
penitents , they have no hope to 
aſcend out of the Infernal Pit ; 
they are ſent Priſoners to that 
Goal, whoſe Bars are made too 
ſtrong for all created Power to 
break, 


| 
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The Concluſion. 


Now I am come to the Cloſe 
of this Diſcourſe , which 1 ſhall 
| ſhut up with this ſhort Exhorta- 


tion ; Let us all, in the fear of 
God , endeavour by timely and 
true Repentance to eſcape the 
Wrath to come: Hnowing the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, let us perſwade our 
ſelves to this Duty, Let us nor 
baffle all the Mechods of his Grace, 
and amongſt others this of his 
Threatnings, Have we no Paf- 
fion upon which God can work ? 
Are not the Threatnings which. [ 
have mentioned dreadful 2 Have 
T3 we 


A Diſcourſe 
we no Fear in us? or are we 
afraid of any thing but God ? 
Have we loſt the uſe of the Na- 
tural Principle of Self-preſerva- 
tion, when it is applied to our 
oreateſt Danger ? Are Eternal 
| Happineſs and Miſery words 
only? Do they not ſignihie 
things of greateſt Importance ? 
And yet do they make no Im- 
preſſion upon our hard hearts ? 
| Sure then they are grown per- 
fe& Stone, and not to be ſoft- 
ned, except in the Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, No, rather, 0 
merciful God , take them out of our 
Breaſts, and into their room put 
hearts of Fleb, Muſt we needs 
fin on though we be damned - 
for it? What is it, that makes 


fin 


concerning Repentance. 


fin ſo dear to us? We have 
been told by one whom we 
ought to believe , That it were 
much better for us to go'into Hea- 
ve with an Eye plucked out , with 
the Ioſs of a right Hand, or a Foot 
cut off, than to carry a whole Bo- 
dy into Hell, Yes ; but we fin 
| for fear, How? Do we fear 
them, who can kill the -Body -( if 10:28. 
they be permitted from above ) 
| but after that can do mo more , 


| and not ' dread him who can caft 
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both - Body and "Soul into Hel 
h is a dreadful thing to fall 
into the Hands of the | Living 
God, 'Y -3-alvd 
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 Impenitent , to- what pur- 
poſe doſt thou fin on, and put 
the Evil Day from thee, whoſe 
approach thou can{t no more 
delay , than hinder the Morning 
Sun from rifing at the ap-_ 
pointed Minute ? Doft thou not 
know that thy Judgment doth not 
linger , and that thy Damnation 


 ſlumbereth not? Pardon upon Re- 


pentance is given at an cafie 
rate, and upon that it may be 
had. Sure thou dareſt not aſk 
of God leave to fin; what. 
then makes thee ſo bold as not 
to repent? He that fins, Re- 
bels ; He that Repents not con- 
tinues his Rebellion ; And can 
that man think that God will 
not be even with him? How 
| £47 


concerning Repertance. 


can ſuth a one eſcape the Danna. Mer. * 


tion of Hell ? Shall God ever 
hearken to thee crying from 
Hell , who doſt deſpiſe him who 
hath ſpoken to thee from Hea- 
ven? Be wiſe, fear and re- 
pent , remembring that good 
' advice which is given thee 
Luke 12. 57,58, 59, Why even 


| I of your ſelves judge ye not what 


i» right? When thou goef} with 
the Advaſary to the Magiſtrate, 
as thou' art in the way, give dili- 
gence that thou mayeſi be deliver- 
ed from bim; left he hale thee to 
the Judoe , and the Judge deli- 
| wer thee to the Officer, and the Of- 
ficer caft thee into Priſon, TI tell 
| thee thou ſhall not depart thence 

rl thou haſt paid the wery lof 


mite. 
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mite, In theſe words our Sa- 
viour doth reproach men, .for 
not ufing the ſame prudence in 
managing. their affairs with God, 
which -they do with men, Ir 
is their known praQuſe, that 
when they have a difference of 
Concern with another who hath Þ| 
an Advantage againſt them, they + 
compoſe it as ſoon as they can , = 
hoping the ſooner they do it 
to have fairer terms, and fear- 
ing that if they. put off the 
matter tl it come before the 
Judge, he will pronounce ſe. 
verely againſt them, and that | 
having ſtood out to the laſt, 
their Adverſary will make his 

benefit of the Sentence , and 


force them co Pay the whole: 
Debr, 


concerning Repentance; 


Debt, or elfe lie in Priſon. 
How much more ſhould we 


give diligence to be reconciled 


ro God? Shall we maintain an 
Agion at Law in which we are 
ſure to be caſt , and that againſt 
God? Do we contend with the 
Lord ? Are we ſtronger than He ? 


No; let us humble our ſelves 


ſpeedily before him, and make 
our peace as ſoon as we can. 
He that ſtands 'out in fin can 
hope for no pardon at the day 
of Judgmenr, Let us do as the 
Pfalmiſt bids us, ifs the Son left 
: hebe angry, and ye periſh in the way ;; 
- when bis wrath #s kindled but a 
little , bleſſed are all they that put 
their truſt in him. Let us with 
all Expreflions of humble Sub- 
 jefion 
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jeQion addreſs our ſelves to the . 


Son of God , who only can 
reconcile us to his Father ; and 
do it ſpeedily , eſt loitering in 
the way of fin, his Wrath 0- 
vertake us, and we periſh in our 
finful Courſe, If his Anger 
once begin to burn, there 1s no 
Happineſs, but for ſuch who be- 
forehand have made him their 
Friend, and ſo can now put 
their Truſt in him, And let 
every Penitent for his Encou- 
 ragement know, that in ſo doing ” 
he doth comply with the Intenti- 
ons of God, who defigning our 
good, hach made his Threacnings 
one means of our Salvation. He 
_ath menaced fin, and let us 


% 


5 nitent; 


T 


Av the ſad Doom of the Impe- 
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-  Nitent; not that thereby we ſhould 
be affrighted into Deſpair , but 
that by this means we might be 
more eafily perſwaded to fin no 
more, and ſo eſcape the Puniſh- 
ment threatned : For our Savi- 
our hath told us whar he hath 7**** 
faid of the Wrath to come, as he 
hath all other things in his Go- 
ſpel, to this end, that we might be 
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